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faith. At firſt ſight indeed the ſubjełt app ears Ve- 
| y ealy: and a tere, perſon, conyert; 


ſyſtems and controverſies, will ſeldom be much 


have ſo bewildered themſelves and. one another by 
ſpeculations, and endeayours after exact ſyſtemati- 


multiplied and managed; that'the e e 
of ſcripture has frequently been diſre or 
even wreſted from its obvious meaning to eſtabliſh 


who were doubtleſs fallible, however excellent and 


haye written more like /pecral pleaders, than calm 
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To thoſe who are convinced that all men 
in need of a Saviour, and that all things are ready , 
in Jeſus Chriſt for the complete ſalvation of the 
vileſt finner who truly believes in him; à mort im- 
portant queſtion can ſcarcely he propoſed, than that 
which relates to the warrant, and nature of faving 


142170 
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n! 


I | | ant with 
the holy ſcriptures, and unacquainted with human 
5 with difficulties reſpecting it; But men 


cal 1 and controverſies have been ſo 
garded, or 
preconceived opinions: while the authority of men,” - - 


wiſe, has been appealed to, in ſupport of evident 
deviations from the plain meaning of the inſpited 


| Theſe are obvious ſources of miſtake and conſu- 
ſion; and another may alſo be properly noticed? 
Pious men, who never intended to form or ſupport” 
a party, have been fo grieved by witneſſing the fa. 
tal effects of prevailing errors, and ſo haunted With 
the dread of {till more extenſixe miſchief ; that they” Yor 
have been driven into the oppoſite Extreme, as the 
nly effectual remedy. Thus, able and valuabl = 
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perſons, in their zeal for or againſt 'vertain opinions 
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enquirers after important truth. Their arguments 


baue in conſequance been frequently inconcluſive : 


Wurz. Indeed this was no more than a re-abling 


- 
- 
_—_— 4 
5” 
- 
ci 
_ 
- 
- 


F * 
© * 
"*- . r 
, 7 8 

1 
E 0 ue N — * 
| * = — 

Sa 


- 4 YL * 
— * E 
7 * ? U 
11 10 8 4 4+ 
tx o "+ ES . 
x I0 
_ ** * 
# 
. - * 1 
7 + 


their opponents have readily diſcovered where they 
were moſt vulnerable; and then by re- acting the 
ſame part, they haye laid themſelves open to ſimi- 


lar retorts. In the mean while, the minds of num- 


bers have been perplexed inſtead of ſatisfied: andſo., 


TR Rp Vat. e PRES. 2BP ently, ſtated 
in {cripture, with, great, fimplicity and-perſpicuity, 
hay ſerved to cher iſh a ſcegtical ſpirit in he more 
unconcerned witneſſes ol the conel. 
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10 the eaxly part of the en. the doc- 
fa 


trine ol juſtiſication by 


Was comp. 2 55 but little underſtood, or attended 


b they, ſometimes dropped. ar expreſſion, in 

evehemence ol an boneft zeal, which, was capa- 

0 tion; every, candid man muſt ac- 
t 


FA phepiendeng any (thing; vnlaygurable, to, 
athical bs FAS which they eminently promot- 
e and cxem ified 975 7 men, aroſe afterwards, 
who attempted to eſtabli 


t 


to large and affefted ayditories ; or a- leaſt. to ſup- 


part fuch ſyſtems by.thezr authority: nor were there, | 


= 


i wanting reſpectable Gf who were, ſeduced in- 


yertently to p g and ſapfion their endea- 


the lame ſcenes, Which bad been exhibited 

1 : A _— .\ * — d 1 7 

the firlt reſormers ſrom dope, and ſome 0 
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their ſucceſſors; in whoſe writings, the ſubſtance of 
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| Menz on a few ol their, | 
- detached at edge and on their fervent addreſſes 


oſt all e Ae late years WAs, 
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ſome eminent divines in North America; * whs had 
a 1 of obſerving tie prac 


WM to mere natural principles, excited by he comm 
influences of the Spirit, Whieh the ſcriptures ſeeta £1 
toTeprefent as the effect of e ny ; 
rejekt, as wholly /e/fifk, ſueh exercites of fa in 
'Chriſt and a LE for merey, às the word 


Go iin its obvious meaning unte fervedly enech- 
2 and ſometimes they — to intimate, that 
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u rRODbSUcr tox. 
While matters were taking this turn in England, 


d lud ied the ſe ſubjects, and had abundant 
— 5 al effetls of t 

opinions in queſtion, attempted with great — 
to ſtem the tortent. But in doing this, R 


rather to have verged to wie contrary extreme; am 


to have throw ſome impediments in the ſinner's 
path, when endedvouring with trembling ſteps to 


come unto thegracious Saviour,” Perhaps they in- 
ſiſt too much on the neceſſity of aa RN rhe 1 


juſtice of God in his condemnation as a tra . 5 
for of the wy law, before he can poſſibly belte 
in Chriſt to fa vation; whereas believing, allo", 
or eee to the juſtice of God, without 44 
diſtinct perceptions; feems to be all that is abſo- 


lutely neceſſary, though not all that is deſirable or 
attainable. In other inſtances likewiſe they per- 


haps do not ſufficiently diſtinguiſh between /eerng 
and believing, —T hey appear, io me at leaſt, not to 


have made ſufficient allowance for the imdeti lity of 


natural capacity in numbers; their want of educa- 
tion und habits of reaſoning: the erroneous und par- 
tial inſtructions afforded them; the effetts of cuſtom, 


| pre) judices, and affociated ideas; and the fall de- 


ee of lie, light, faich, and grace, which * 
{i along with a large proportion of error, 
faſion, and darkneſs. ' They afcribe many this 


an ahnoſt total difregard to eur own happineſs is 
eſſential to true grace. They do not clearly Wk 
tinguiſh that wife and holy love, Which GO 
originally implanted i in our nature, to which' he te 
neus y grace, which is the meafure of our ove 
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* _ . INTRODUCTION. 
to other, and which ſeeks its happineſs in the enjoy- 
ment of God alone; from that carnal; apoſtate, and 
Jooliſn ſelf-love, which is the conſequence. of the 
Hall, affects independence on the Creator, and 
fees its gratification from the creature In ſhort, 
dome of their principles, if carried to their full 
dand legitimate conſequences, would condemn ma- 
mp as falſe profeſſors, whom God will own as real, 
| though weak and inconſiſtent, believers; and thus 
| .**. quench the ſmoking flax, and break the bruiſed 
| I reed” —Perceiving that! while men flept,anene- 
| my had ſown tares in the field, which ſprang up 
1 withthe wheat; they ſeem to have been too ear- 
neſt to root up the tares, and to have been in danger 
_otrooting up the wheatalſo: not oy LIE) 
| that they caunot be wholly ſeparated in this world, 
| but muſt be left © to grow together until the har- 


yell,” 
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By theſe means, a general prejudice has prevail - 
j ed againſt their writings; and che very important 
j| _infſtractions. contained in them, which equal, and 
Perhaps exceed, any thing publiſhed in modern 
times, have been comparatively diſregarded: ſo that 
ew derive from them thoſe advantages, which they 
-argeminently ſuited to afford, eſ N to the paſtors 
ol the church, in reſpect of the ende difference be- 
tween genuine experimental religion, and every kind 
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|. have puſhed the matter much further; and have cer- 
"-ainly advanced poſitions, which obſcure the glory of 
thegoſpel, and embarraſs the minds of enquirers wit] 
_ avany unſcriptural diſtinctions; which likewiſe tend 
0 encourage a ſpeculating ſceptical diſpoſition, 
rather than © godly edifying which is by faith.”'* — 
For inſtance à late . publication in Ame- 
Nea propoſes the following queſtion: * Why a Be- 
ing of infinite benevolence is pleaſed to employ 
'« qgntereſted motives to induce his creatures to em- 
«brace ſalvation, or become benevolent ? and whe- 
1 A F 
Sen adibirable work, Edwards on the AﬀeQions, 
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of counterfeit.* Some of their ſucceſſors, however, 
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At the ſame time a 8 i been FRY 
Ay maintained in another of the church, 
(in its — lamentably divided ſtate) Whether it 

che duty of ſinners to believe in | Chriſt ?- And 
whether . — ought to ex hort and invite them 
to believe? Nor can it be concealed, that the rea 
ſonings of thoſe, who have taken the -negatrue 
fide m this diſpute, have a very bad tendency, 
They deter miniſters from addreſking their hearers 
in the manner, which the ſcriptures exemplify; they 
quiet the conſeienees of the careleſs and wreligious, 
as if neglett of Chrift and his ſalvation were their 
misfortune not their crime; they advance princi- 
ples, which render it neceſſary for _ to now 
themfeloes converted, before they to pra for 
ſpiritual bleſſings, or to apply to Chri 2 
and thus they perplex the — of awakened in- 
ners wich doubtful diſputations, till “ the Levi] 
„comes, and takes the ſeed out of their — 
* leſt they ſhould men, dave.“ > 240 


| Theſe Aiag⸗ being ſo, we need not eleatly 1 
der, if they, who juſtly conſider the foel as 
ghad tidings of free. bat to the chief « 1 
take the alarm: and if any of them, in the tay 
of their zeal; go rather too far, and drop incauti- 


ous ex — capable of miſoonſtruction and 


petverſion to bad purpoſes, it is no more thankas 
enetally occurted in ſimilar caſes. Aid ſhoulda | 
8 res derived much in ſtrnction from 
the writings ral perſons; engaged on all fides 
in thefe cofitroverſies, endeavour; 2 the ſpirit of 
meekneſs, to ſtate what he confidets as the T 
need not be apprehenſive leſt /u ſhould ſay, 
* As 1 #xaler and a a 

| ow. £11 B 3 IS] - a 
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_ INTRODUCTION. 

In theiquiet receſs: of his ſludy, the author of 
theſe pages has long and ſeriouſly examined theſe 
- controverſies: and he has carefully noticed the ef- 
of tke ſeveral opinions on the ſpirit and con- 
duct of thoſe: who maintained them, and on the 
minds of ſuch as were mere ſpectators of the con- 
teſt.—Sevetal perſons, who have favourably receiv- 
ed his other publications, have expreſled-a-wilh for 
his explicit ſentiments on this ſubje&t; Hebas like- 
wile been ſuſpefted of holding opinions, concern- 
ang tlie Jinner's warrant io belieue in Chriſt, which 
he certainly does not hold; and his name has been 


mentioned, with reference to a former publication 


in a late Treat iſe, in connexion with à view of 


the nature of Faith, which does not well accord with 
= his real ſentiments. iini 2% een nnen 


in | en Ji bien ies | 
24 \Greatly therefore as he dreads controverſy, and 
every thing that may give occaſion to it; yet he 


feels himſelf in ſome 8 required to declare 
1 


his ſentiments, and to aſſign his reaſons for differ- 
ang in a meaſure from thoſe, who have written on 


both fides of the queſtion— He is well aware, that 


reat candour, caution, and impartiality are requi- 
o to ſtate his views, as to give no juſt offthce 

o any party concerned. He has attentively heard 
the depofitions of the witneſſes, and the pleadings 
Hof the able advocates: but far be it from him to af- 
ſume the office of judge, in ſumming up the evi- 
dence or pronouncing ſentence. in the cauſe. As 
one of the jury however, he is prepared to bring in 
His verdict, and to ſhew: how the ſubjett zmpreiles 


His on mind. He has well confidered, and may 
indirectly anſwer, the Principe) objettions and ar- 
; I 


guments; which; have on all ſides been advanced a- 
gaink the: dofirine he maintains: but he purpoſes 
o decline all direct controverly.—He means not 


. 0 ſupport his ſentiments by any human authority, 
1 e many of the writers. of the laſt century 


fully bear him out, perhaps in every parti- 
13 Nn cular;) 
WE: ® Booth's glad Tidings, Page 13% 
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ra re far from coincident; and the want of duly dif- 
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1 ay enlighten his mind, and prepare his heart tp 
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<ular:)but he would fingly abide bythe teſtimony of 
ern 5g The general ſubjett will be divided into 
two queſtions; Mat is the finner's warrant 

* beltevingin Chriſt?” And © Is /aumg fati an holy 
« exerciſe: of the heart, or no Thele two queſtions 
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tinguiſhing them introduces much perplexit) into 
men's reaſonings and diſcourſes on the ſubjeti. 
Many other ſources of ambiguity and miſapprehen- 
ifion will be adverted to, as the work proceeds nA 
penſpicuity will above all things be conſultedz fox 
the author greatly deſires to be clearly under ſtood, 
that the reader may be enabled to perceive whether 
his views be ſcriptural and his arguments conclu- 
five, or no — He needs only add, that he Would 
.moſt earneſtly recommend to every one, who, feels 
difficulties on the ſubject, to weigh what is advanc- 
ed in the ſpirit of prayer; that the Giver ofall wiſom 


receive the truth in love; and to rectify every miſ- 
take into which he may have been betrayed, as far 
as it impedes his comfort, fruitfulneſs, and uſeful- 


neſs in the world. enen 
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4 HE word warrant is not, T'believe; once four 
in our verſion of the holy ſcriptures: though it is he. 


4 — 


dome very common in the writings of modern di- 


vines. The word of God ſeems to repreſent faith 
as the duty of all who hear the goſpel; and no 
- rant is required for obedience to a plain command 


ment. As, however, faith in Chriſt implies A 


an aclunable privilege; it may without improptiety 
1 9. | 5 f 5 * 1 | be 
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THE sun zer OPENED. [Pan I. 
/ what warrant a ſinner has for e 

"fo. wal a benefit from his offended God 7 x 0 

this view the word 3 n * & ground of 

KM Fe e application, and 

Vi — — to — 


& ſucceſs ; inſomuch, 
mn £ That ; , who applies in the pr manner, can- 
be rejected 3 2 with the els _ ne 769 
| E- np 5 

171 is neceſſary: in — next ace to enquire wine 
is meant by fazth in Chriſt: ſeeing that for want of 
preciſion 10 this particular, our whole diſcuſſion 
might be involved in inextricable confuſionzas every 
one, who reads controverſial books with accurate 

attention will perceive. The terms faith, believing, 
and believing in Chriſt, are uſed in different ſenſes, 
uently by the fame: authors; and ſtill more by 
thoſe who are engaged on oppoſite ſides in the eon- 
teſt: and this 7 __ their reaſonings in 
exatt —— wever, this part o ofthe | 
ſubje& will come more directly before us, in the 
| Second: part of the work, I ſhall wo the Wore con- 
ciſe upon it in this place. DO 1 


ve 


K 


-. Faith, in its more general acceptation, is'® the 
belief of the truth; or a cordial conſent to the 
teſtimony of God in his holy word, with reference 
to our on concernment in it. Faith in Chrift-may 
be defined as follows: A cordial conſent to the 
WW * teſtimony of God reſpecting his Son; connected 
| © with an humble, ſincere, Arp earneſt applica. 
- ©'tion to the divine Redeemer for complete alva. 
tion; and a willing and unreſerved acce 
. him, in bis Whole character and his Feveral 
diſtinct offices, according to the method re- 
* vealed, and the directions given, in the holy ſerip- 
- * tures. To this definition continual regard is 
8 throughout the prefent work: and eſpecially 
| application to Chrift fox the bleſſings of 
8 is uniformly uſed., in ence to a reli- 
8 ee exclude the og 
| reliance 


— 
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Sen, I.] rut sus ter OPENED. Ow | 
reliance which indeed is included in that of a heliev- 
ing application: but merely to prevent miſtakes in 
an argumentative diſcuſſio n. 
Em ff 62M e einern 
When the doctrines of the goſpel are aſſented to, 
and men are rationally convinced that there is no 
ſalvation; except by faith in Chriſt; they may more 
readily imagine that they rely on him, or conſide 
in him to ſave them, than that they are daily and 
earneſtly applying to him ſor ſalvation. I appre- 
hend numbers think that they rely on Chriſt, even 
While they habitually 'neglett the means of A 
| eſpecially /ecret prayer; or while they attend to it 
ſormally, reluctantly, and in à general way, as an 
irkſome duty, without importunity, fervency, or 
entering into the particularities of their caſe. But 
the idea of believing application to Chriſt precludes 
this way of ſelf-deception, without--difcouraging 
any upright enguirer: as it repreſents ſinners by7 
faith ſeeking help from an inviſible Saviour, for their 
precious ſouls, according to their feeling ſenſe of 
ſin and miſery; as the blind and lame, the lepers ant 
paralyticks, did for their bodies, hen he viſihly ap- 
peared on earth. Provided this be not excluded. 
or kept out of ſight; no poſſible objection can be 
made to the words rely, or depend, hichare ſcrip- 
tural in themſelves, though ſometimes uſed in an un- 
ſcriptural ſenſe May I be excuſed, if, to illuſtrate 
my meaning and to . how the idea of relianect, 
conſidered as an adequate definition of faith in 
Chriſt, may be abuſed, 1 mention having heard n 
poor proſtitute, when: avowedly determined an fu 
aing her infamous courſe of life, ward off the con- 
viction, that ſhe was in the road to eternal deſtrug- 
tion, by expreſſing a firm reliance on God's mercy, - 
and on the love of Chriſt who ſhed his blood 1c 
fave poor ſinners! - If therefore any perſons mean 
by fauh in Chrift,*aconfidentperſuaſion, that Chriſt 
died for them in particular, that they are in a juf- 
* tified ſtate; and that they ſhall certainly inherit 
fo everlaſting liſe: it is readily granted, nay ſtrenu- 
4-443 47 ; | : | K oully , 


an, 


ATT. 


j f lope ; and hen ſcripturally entertained is oppoſed | g 


E preſumptuous confidence of eſcaping; miſery 


of chat holy ſalvation which the ſcriptures propoſe i 
10 us. In faft, what is it better, than the cry of 


| ; „ {purpoſes to 'expett final impunity ? Many expreſ- 


ns credits the whole of God's ſure teſtimony, con- 


o  THE"8UBJECT-/OPENED. [Part]. 
-oully maintained, that no man is watranted thus | 
to believe concerning himſelf, except as he has 

clear proof that he is“ in Chriſt a new creature,” 

and © has crucified the fleſh with its affections and 
.* Tufſts;” for this, and vaſtly more to the ſame pur- 8 
-pole,: 15/ conſtantly ſpoken of in the ſcriptures con- 
cerning all true chriſtians without exception. Pro- 
perly ſpeaking this confident perſuaſion of a per- 
ſonal intereſt in Chriſt is kope, or the full aſſurance 


0 preſumption; or a groundleſs confidence of alva. ® 
tion: yet many things have been advanced on the 
 Aubjeft; which ſeem to intimate, that this is the 
ſinner's firſt exerciſe of faith in the Saviour. 


Again, if faith in Chriſt mean, a reliance on 
him for falvation from future puniſhment, without 

'* heartily ſeeking to him for deliverance from in 
and from this preſent evil world, or falling in with 
* the whole deſign of his coming in the fleſn; I 
-- fcruple not to declare, that no man is warranted thus 
io believe on him: for this is a mere ſelfiſh deſire 


1 and obtaining happineſs, without the leaſt real un- 
duͤeerſtanding of the nature, or value for the bleſſings, 


the evil ſpirits when they beſgught Chriſt not to 
torment them; except that theſe too well knew God's } F 


 $lons'uſed in this controverſy em to countenance i 
- Juch"a"reliance- on Chriſt; though probably the 
* -yriters/ themſelves had not the moſt remote inten- 

tion of that kind, | + 3 _ 


% Faith is the evidence of things not ſeen,” as 


dverning things inviſible and future. It is allo © the 

- © ſabflance of things hoped tor ;” as it realizes 

- he ſubſtantial and eternal bleſſings, which are 
prought to light by the goſpel. It is not a new 775 
.\ #£% TRL F - | | 


cult 


— 
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RA L] Tas sos rer OPENED; 1. 


| ulty of the ſoul: but the exerciſe of our original 
2 aculties in a manner ew to us as lingers. Ta bas 
re, ieve teflimony, to rely on a promiſe, and to ap- 


ply in confidence on the faithfulneſs of him who 
Wave it, are as natural to us, as any other act 
. 1 f” the rational ſoul : but the things, which the 
ord teſtifies, propoſes, and promiles,, are ſo ſo-— 
eign to our apprehenſions, contrary: to our pre- 


Por conſciences, and oppoſite to our carnal paſ- 
— 


Pons and purſuits; that we have no diſpoſition cor- 
Wially and obediently to believe them, till ſome 
Fhange has taken place in our hearts. When, ho- 
Ever, a diſpoſition is felt to believe divine truth in 
general, it will, either ſpeedily or gradually, lead a, 
man to conſider and credit the teſtimony of God 


out oncerning his Son, and to believe in Chriſt for ſal- 

Ha ration. But this faith muſt imply ſome perception 
ich and underſtanding of the nature of ſalvation, ſome 
1 onviction that we need it, and ſome deſire after 
tus it: unleſs any one be ſuppoſed to ſeek an object, of, 1 
re rhich he knows nothing, of Which he feels ne 
cry ant, and about which he-has-not the leaſt concern} 

an- t muſt alſo imply a virtual renouncing ot all other, 

85 onfidences to depend on Chriſt alone; a willing; 
ole i Meſs to uſe the appointed means e 

of nd a diſpoſition rather to part with every thing, 
10 pan fall ſhort of an intereſt in him. The king- 

d's dom of heaven is like unto trealuse hübie, helds 

eſ- „ the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and 
for joy thereof goeth and ſelleth all that he hathy 

the and buyeth that field. Again the kingdom of 


heaven is like unto a merchant many ſeeking good - 
ly pearls; Who, when he had found one pearl of 
a Fuerte went and ſold all that he had, and 
be ugh it.” The language of ou Lord on this 
ſubject is ſo decided; and the difference between 
him“ who went away ſorrowful, becauſe; he had 

es great poſſeſſions, and thoſe he leſt all and fol- 

e lowedk him,“ is {o'\conclafive; that we canng n 
fa- ſcriptural grounds allow any man truly to benny "4 


1 Om mr — — 


Wudices, humiliating to our pride, diſquieting to 


1 THE süsser OPENED. [Parti 
if at that moment he be inwardly determined to re- 
nounce Chriſt, rather than part with ſome darling 

worldly object. It may indeed be urged, that 77 
things are the eas of faith; and not implied in its 
nature: but aſluredly the leaſt exerciſe of true faith 
in Chriſt conſtitutes a man his diſciple; yet he ex- 
preſsly ſays, Whoſoever he be of you; that for- 
c faketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my d,. 
ip... „„ 297 0) IHE t bn 


Awakened finners often heſitate long, before 
they can be induced thus unreſervedly to renounce 
all ſelſiſh confidences and worldly, idols, for the ſake 
of Chriſt: and his ſalvation : ſome ſhrinking back 
on one account; and ſome on another, as carnal 

luſts, ſelf-wiſe or ſell·righteous pride, fear of man, 
or other corrupt propenſities preponderate, Even 
they, who really believe the teſtimony of God, and 

donvinced that the goſpel is true, are frequently 
fſeduced into very criminal delays, before they de- 
eidedliy count all things but loſs that they may 
in Chriſt.” | But every genuine exerciſe of 

_ faith implies theſe things: though in many caſes, 
= ate only diſcernible, as the members of the 
body in the half · lormed embrio, or the parts of the 

oak in the germ of the acm. 


— 


Faich in Chriſt is therefore, the ſinner's believ- 
. ing obedient application to the Saviour; his reli-“ 
= ance on him, and his power, truth, and love; on 
= what he did and ſuffered on earth, and is now doing 
in heaven; and on his covenant engagements, for 
complete and everlaſting falvation-: his cordial ac- Y 
* ceptance.of him, according to the word of God, in 
= all his charafters and offices: and his entruſting his 
immortal ſoul, with all its eternal intereſts, into his 
hands; in a feeling ſenſe that he needs this falva- 
tion a perception in ſome degree of its ſuitableneſs 
und value; an approbation and deſire of it above all 
things, and a dread of coming ſhort of it more than 
9 190 "UP 4 BO WP ff 6 1 $5 474 any 
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Sed. LI THE SUBJECT ou. uy 


e. any other evil; Suck is che idea of faith in Chrif 
ing adhered to throughout this work and they, Who 
ele have formed other notions concerning faith, will of 


courſe object to many things contained in it. Fhig 
mould therefore in the firſt place be conſidered 
with peculiar attention; and ſome deliberate j | 
ment formed on the nature of ſaving faith in 
Chriſt: otherwiſe the truth of the propoſitions, and 
the conciufiyenets of the arguments, contained iin 
the ſubſequent pages, will not be clearly perceived; 
and the-objeftions,which ariſe in the readers min 
reſpetting them, may probably reſult from au un- 


- obferved difference of fentiment on the ſubjett he- 
ick fore us. Let this then be weill weighed, and uns 
nal partially compared with the ſacred riptures. 118 

$5 - Bit & 1 55 19 10 101013 ne 1 ban | , 
en Theſe things being premi led, it is bereimdintains 
ind ed, Tal ie fanner wants uo marrunt of nd 


* for believing in Chriſt; except the word of Cad. No 


it] 

2 qualifications in himſelf are at all zequifite to an- 
nay thoriſe his application, or encourage his hope of 
of ſucceſs; unleſs any one ſhould choofe zmpropetly, 
ſes, 0 call his willingneſs to be faved in the * 
the N vay, a qua/zficateon. +, Him chat cometh 10 Chriſt⸗ 


She wi in no wije caſt out : and they, ho do not 
come when they hear che goſpel, have as good a 
arrant to come, as they that do; but they do not 
ev. ail themſelves of it, becauſe they arative 

ij. p< [pile the proferred benefit. ſhall firſt eſtabis 

Phe poſition by ſcriptural prooſs; and then -alligts © 
ny reaſons for ſtrenuouſly inſiſting on M2 bs 
F 6 490d 1590 bluadh after 
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FROST Ci 7 
The ſcriptural proofs of the poſtioan. * 


1. Tux commiſſion and inſlructions Which dur 
Lord gave to his apoſtles, compared with — 2 
dutt and that at their fellow labourers; are concld- 
hve on the ſubject. G0 ye into all the world, 
and preach the goſpel to every creature : he tha 
— OE, C {+ 2 242% believeck 
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1 THE SCRIPTURAL rrooOrs [Path 


© believeth and is all be ſaved; but he 
_ S.that.beheveth not ſhall be damned. Nothing can 
be more evident, than that every human « 


ever vile he hath been, is warranted to believe in 
Chriſt, by the words of the goſpel itſelf; and that 


1 is or can be wanting, but a ds/poſeiton to ac- 
cept of the propoſed — The — inſtruc- 


tions given to the apoſtles, were, beyond all doubt, 
coincident with this commiſſion; though on Rog 
accounts they were worded rather 2 7 


but one direction, couched under a parable 
cularly fuits our purpoſe. Go ye into N 


Ways and Cad compel them to come in, t 5 
my houſe may be filled.“ Now what further 
wmarrant would a poor traveller or beggar ſtand in 
need of, who was deſirous of admiſſion to a feaſt; 

when the ſervants were ſent t with ex preſs orders, to 


employ the moſt urgent invitat ions, perſuaſions, in- 


treaties, and aſſurances of a bearty rere enz 


d to induce him to compliance 15 | 
it the Hes and ev lis fon 
underſtood apoſes an exngelif They al- 
ways called on their hearers, without exception or 
kmitation, to believe in — knowing that all, 
who become aying te rd: power of the holy Spi- 
rit ac word; Seals thus encou- 


to embrace the gracious invi- 
tation; ab AN reſt would be left without 


excuſe... Thus Peter ſpeaks: of his miniſtry, God 


* made choice among us, that the gentiles by my 


„ mouth ſhould hear the word of the goſpel and 
& believe. Nothing fel ſe, except the word of the 


| goſpel, Was N be: ' warrant ns Seogh ol the 


gentiles.r - 


— Paul addreſſing ne in Piſidia, ſaid, 

Beit known to you men and brethren, that through 

5 er 1s n unto e of 
n Nenn. 3561.5 [1 £85 ns, 


wy Keke oxfvigg 2 Matt. ent 19% Luke xziv. 47. 
woo hn Luke xiv. 23. 2 4 Acts xv. 7—9. 


—— 


in the very terms of the invitation: nor are the moſt 


Sebt. II.] or Tur rosrmron 5 


* fins; and by him all that believe are juſtiſied from 


all things. Beware, therefore, leſt that come upon 


6 ,wh:ich is ſpoken of in the prophets, Behold, 
«6 — oh and wonder and periſh.“ He was 


ſenſible, that there were de// — the company, 
whom he warned of the conſequences ot unbelief: 
yet he preached forgiveneſs of fins and quſtification 
by faith to all preſent without exception; which he 


would not have done, if the goſpel had not been a 


ſufficient warrant for the faith of all, who were 
willing to embrace it. 
The fame apoſtle calls his office, ** The'miniftry 
© of reconciliation; and ſays, Now then we are 


4 ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God did be- 


« ſeech you by us; we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, 
„be ye rebonciled to Godt" 3 4 
had been an enemy of God and of- Chriſt, had aſked 


he not have anſwered. Believe in ihe Lord Jeſus 
„ Chrift;”! for *f God hath made him to be ſin for 
us, who knew no ſin, that we might be made the 
righteouſneſs of God in him? 
it Husten arts, Hunt ent en o 
II. The invitations of ſeripture evidently prove 
the point in queſtion. The Bord, by his pröphet, 
calls on thoſe, who ** are ſpending their money for 
* that which is not bread, and Jabouring/forithat 


f one, who till then 


the apoſtle, how: he miglit berreconcited?: wookl = 


* which ſatisfieth not,” to come to him for all the 
bleſſings of his everlaſting covenant. Such as ſeekxk 


-happineſs in er, vanities, or aim to pleaſe Go 


by empty torms and ſuperſtitions, neu about to 
eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, are alike defcribed 


ſtupid worſhippers of idols, or the vileſt workers M7. 


of iniquity, excluded. On the great day of the 


< feaſt, Jeſus ſtood, and cried, If any man thirſt, - 


let him come to me and drink.“ No one in that 
large company, who -thirſted for ſalvation, or for 
happineſs, was excluded by the terms of this procla- 
Deer | C 2 mation. 
1 Ads xiii, 38—44. 2 2 Cbr. v. 18—40, 3 II. ly. 1—3. 
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in their ſcorning, and fools hate e 


comes with a fincere and willing mind? 


Is dhe parable of the marriage · ſupper, many, by 
=  #hehing's expreſs command, were urgently and re- 
. peatedly invited, who in the event never taſted of 


6 THE'SCRIPTURAL PROOFS Patt l. 
mation. But, leſt any ſhould ſuppoſe, that this 
only warramed the faith of ſuch as are con/croty 
Hhat they thnrft in a ſpiritual manner; he afterwards, 
appearing in viſion to his ſervant John, explains his 
meaning more fully: Let him that is athirſt 
eome, and whoſoever w2ll, let him take the water 
of life freely. This is ſorely a ſufficient war- 
rant lor every one that is willing; and, however 
unencumbered or univerſal the invitation may be, 
none hut the willing can be expected to comply with 
it. But while the goſpel is preached men become 
willing, who were not ſo before: and even a deſire 
to be made willing may roperly be formed 
into a prayer; and then it falls under the general 


Aſſurance, & aſk; and it ſhalt be given you j--for 


every one that aſketh receivetvgg 
pans og wh 1 


1 5 * 4 ert 1 = 


Wiſdom calls to the ſons of men; and thus ex- 
poſtulates with them; © How long ye fimple ones 
will ye love ſimplicity, and the {corners delight 


Furn ye at my reproof: I will pour out my Spi- 


. * rit unto you, I will make known my words untb 


* you.” Can any further warrant for faith in 
Chriſt, and for applying to him for his complete 
ſalvation, be required for the ' moſt careleſs, ſcorn- 
fal, or profligate ſinner on earth, whenever he 


x 


* 


the feaſt. Theſe were excluded only becauſe they 


would not come, but made liglit of the invitation, 


and went to their farms and merchandiſe.— And 
whatever we underſtand by the wedding garment, 
it muſt be conſidered as ſupplied by him who made 
:the ſeaſt: for the ſervants were ſent ! into the 
„ higb-ways, and as many as they could find they 


vere ordered to bid to the marriage; but how 


* 
* 
FF 2 22 - ſhould 


48 5 Rev. xxii. 17. . x > : 
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Sect. II. or TYE/POSITION. - 17 
ſhould poor beggars, or even trauellers, be provided, 
on ſuch an unex occaſion, with raiment ſuited 
to a royal feaſt ? The diſcovery therefore of the 
man, who had not on the wedding garment,“ re- 
reſents the caſe of thoſe profeſſors, whote faith is 

d and whoſe confidence is groundleſs; and con- 


| 5 it has nothing to do with the warrant'for 
A 4 


aner to believe in Gürtler 2556 
- EVITE US DT EDT 2/4 1 (003 $1641.43 OF 23:20 
God ſo loved the world, that he gave his'only- 
„ begotten-Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, 
* ſhould not periſh; but have everlaſting life.“ 
If the word of the goſpel were not a ſufhcient war- 
rant to a ſinner's faith; a man might truly believe 


in Chriſt, and yet periſh for want of ſuch a ſufficient 


warrant. Chriſt ſaid to the woman of Samaria, 
who was at that time living in habitual groſs wiek 
edneſs, If thou kneweſt the gift of God, and Who 
it is that ſaith unto thee, Give me to drink, thou 
vwouldeſt have aſked, and he would have given 
* thee living water. The 4ſting, here mentioned, 
could be no other than a believing application to 
Chriſt for ſalvation: and a knowledge of Him, and 
of the mercy and grace of God in him, would have 
influenced the woman to make this application, for 
which ſhe had already a ſufficient warrant. After- 
wards we are informed, that many of the Sama- 
ritans believed on him, for the ſay ing of the wo- 
man; — “ and many more believed becauſe of 


* his on word: ? ſo that they, who before knew 4 


not what they worſhipped,” wanted no other 
warrant for faith in Chriſt, except his word, r even 
the ages! a others deen OY nee 
nenne BY "TRIT? 1 +3 262 zie 
Our Lord's addreſs to the lukewarm, ſelſ- ſuſſi. 
cient Laodiceans ſhall cloſe this argument. Be- 
** cauſe thou ſayeſt, Iam — increaſed with 
** goods, and have need of nothing; and knoweſt 
not that thou art wretched, and miſerable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked: I counſel thee to 
| 3 C 3 a. r $4. gt Fs * buy . 

2 cha iv, 10, 3042. 


1 Matt, xxii, 20. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


= © fay unto you. And it ſha 


Mi: »h ret not commanded to believe in him? or would 
i Tuchi8 hearing without, believing have preſerved 
r 


a THE'SCRIPTURAL PROOFS | [Part I. 


Previous character had 


3s » l * 444 ” A mien 
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that he only required the three apoltles then pre- 


buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeſt 
de rich g and white raiment, that thou mayeſt be 
clothed, and chat the ſhame of thy nakedneſs do 
not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye- ſalve; 
2 that thou mayeſt ſee. Was not this counſel A 
Jufficient, warrant to —— whatever his 

| , to apply to Chriſt for 
theſe bleſſings, as ſoon as he felt the leaſt degree of 
defire to obtain them? Yet the word buy intimates, 
hat none would thus apply, but thoſe, who re- 
nounced falſe conſidences and worldly idols for the 


- — 


ſake of Him and his ſalvation. 


III. Faith in Chriſt is an aft of obedience to the 
command of. God; and unbelief is the moſt ruinous 
and the. moſt provoking of ſins againſt him. When 
the Father, in a voice from heaven, | proclaimed, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
4 pleaſed, hear ye him, 2 it may perhaps be thought,” 


ſent to hear, believe, and obey the divine Saviour: 
but Peter addreſſed the unbelieving Jes in the very 
ſame manner, by apphy ing to them the words of 
Moſes. A Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe 
up unto you of your brethren, like unto. me; 
him ſhall ye hear in all things whatſoever he ſhall 
f come to paſs, that 

every ſoul, which ſhall not hear that prophet, 
% ſhall be deſtroyed. Now, can it be imagined, 
that the Jews were commanded to hear Chriſt, and 


them from the threatened deftrutiion ? , This is 
his commandment, that we ſhould believe in the 
name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt :*” but it would be 
a very extraordinary commandment, if none were 
required to obey it, except ſuch as had already 
WO » Rev. iii. 17, 18. 2 Matt. xvii. 5. 

Acts ili, 22, 23,,vik 37, + 1 Johan iii. 23. 
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Sea.) or THE poSTTION; | E 
ue obelience of faith implies an act of, obedience 


in believing ; as well as the obedience which {prings 


from faith. Thus the apoſtle ſays, Ve have obe 
from the heart the form of doctrine delivered un. 


* to you.“ O fooliſn Galatians, who hath be- 


„ witched you, that ye ſhould not obey the truth.” 


They have not all obeyed the gaſpel: for Eſaias 


* ſaith, Lord, who hath believed our report? So 
then faith comes hy hearing, and hearing by the 
** word of God.“ Now what can we infer from 
ſuch language of the Holy Spirit, but that God, 
ho commandeth all men every where to repent,” 
commandeth likewiſe: all men every where to be- 
lieve in his Son? We-muſt conclude from it that 
believing in Chriſt is an act of obedience to a di- 
vine command ; though it doth not juſtify the ſin- 
ner as an act of obedience; but as mtereſting him 
in the divine righteouſneſs of the Saviour: yea that 


believing is the principal part of the obedience which . 
God by the goſpel requires of ſinners; the firſt 
command given to condemned tranſgreſſors of his 


holy law, as placed under a diſpenſation of mercy 
through the mediation of the incarnate Son; the 
moſt explicit token they can give of a diſpoſition 
to ſubmit to him, and return to a ſtate of ſubjection 
to his authority. But if this be indeed the truth; 
no man can want any other warrant for faith in 
Chriſt, than the commandment itſelf which enjoins 


* 
At. 5 1 { T fs 1% 7? >. 115 10 | » $3 
« 


| The point will, however, be more fully eſtabliſh. ; 
ed, by conſidering the language of the ſcriptures 
concerning unbelie f. He, that believeth not God, 


$5, hath made him A liar; becauſe he believeth not 
the record; that God gave of his Son. He that 
believeth not ts condemned already; becauſe he 


** hath not believed in the name of the only · begot- : 


* ten Son of God.“ “ This. is the condemnation, 


that light is come into the world; and men loved 


darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their deeds were 
Wit it Walk 14-9! "1 *« euil. 
2 Nom. Vi, 37; l. 12-17, Gal . 1. 
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evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, leſt his deeds 
ſhould be reproved. It is not only certain in 
at fad, that he who believeth not ſhall be damned: 
but unbelief is the ſpecial ground of the ſinner's 
condemnation; becauſe it fprings from hatred 1 
eie truth of God, through — love . you 
15 This our Lord elſewhere illuſtrates. Having 1-44 
| j the Jews, * Ye will not come to me, that — 
hae life ;“ he adds, How can ye believe, . 
1 rn receive bonour one of another; and feek not 
9 the honour that cometh from God only ?*” Dif- 
regard to God, and eee love of worldly ho- 


mour, were the 'reaſons, w _ theſe: men did not, and 
| Þcould not, err, Ch + Why do ye not 
'* underſtand ch? Even becauſe ye cannot 
hear my wor — xr ene of your father the devil, 
Land the works of your — will do. He was 
| a murderer he is a liar and the father of it: 
and becauſe 1 tell you the truth, ye believe me 
not. A dif polition, like that of the devil, ren- 
| ered the perſons in 5 incapable of delieving 
|” Chriſt's words, or of coming to him for ſalvation. 
When He (the Se is come, he Ihall 
convince the world of ſin; - becauſe they believe 
not in me.“ The ſin of diſbelieving and crucify- 
-ing the Meſſrah ſeems to have been immediate 
preſented to the conſciences of the Jews, on the 
day of Pentecoſt, when they were ſo pricked in 
=_— their hearts, as to cry out, Men and brethren, 
| *what ſhall we do? In proportiom to the degree 
of previous information, or means of inſtruttion, 
convinced ſinners are almoſt always diſtreſſed in 
conſcience, by recolle&ing their former proud and 
carnal neg let and — t of the goſpel]. ay 
ine this ſort ＋ criminality even t 
be the 8 n: and this ſometimes — 
the way to powerful and durable temptations to de- 
| B ben eden y en have Nr 
we; = 2 ine 
| RY 1 3 ION « gon 18—20. 
a John: 3 1 Johm viii, 4347. 
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the writet's obſervation. - This is indeed. a fpecies 


of guilt, of which the world at large has no con- 
ception, and which never troubles the conſciences 
of mere moraliſts or formal Phariſees: but Wh t 
real Chriſtian can deny, that rejection of Chriſt, in 
determined unbelief, implies à high Aer of en. 

mity.againſt God and his authority aud glory 3 a 

contempt of his wiſdom-as fooliſhneſs; of his inf 
nite mercy as needleſs, or of his authenticated truth 
as falſhood ? The unbeliever ſays in his heart unto 
God, Depart from me, I deſire not the knows 
1 ledge of thy ways: or, © I jhall have peace, in 
the way of my own heart,” thou h 1 regen dle 
e of peace revealed 1 in the . 


St. Paul 9 * iht us e | 
on and will not obey the truth, but obey unri 
, ouſneſs: and of men, to whom Bod 
tro ght 
he all damned, who believed not ie truth, hut au 
* plea — in unrighteos u/ne/5.” Love of fin and take 
ing pleaſure in it, effectually prevent men from 
« receiving the love of the trutk that they miglit b 
ſaved: and this may throw light upòn another 
declaration of che apoſtle, The Lord Jeſus ſhall 
be revealed from heaven, taking vengeance on 
0 them that know not God, and obey not the goſpel, 

ho ſhall be puniſhed widhoverlaſting A 
66 ion. L ; 22410 


2 


deluſion to believe a lie; that they m 


» 
; 1 
1 


2 „Take hebd; . al bei in 1 mp * 


5 you an evii 12815 unbelieſ, in de Sh ene the 


living God.“ To day, if ye Will hear his voice, 
* harden not your hearts.” 5 Ve do always err in 
your hearts.” Unbelief and rejection of Chriſt 
ſpring from the corrupt ſtate of the heart: How 
** ſhall we then eſcape, if we noglett ſo great —4 
vation ! See that ye refuſe not 1 
ped not, ho refuſe 
that * earth; much more ihall: not x , 
WA * eſcape, 
1 Rom. 8.— 2 Thef, i. Er, tj, 10—12. | 
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* eſcape, if we turn away ſrom him that ſpeaketh 
from heaven.“ We therefote conſider 
a not merely as an occaſional eircumſtance 
in the ſinner's condemnation, in that it leaves him 
Without remedy under the curſe of the law: but as 
the dirett cauſe of his condemnation; the moſt pro- 
voking diſobedience; to God's expreſs command, 
connetted with a contemptuous refuſal of his un- 
_ Jpeakable mercy, reſulting from reigning pride, 


gooted enmity, and determined: love of ſin in one 
Jorm or other. DIS 4 


GENESEE: 147 1 en erde 
BFBut if this be the criminality of unbelief, under 
the means of inſtruction: it muſt certainly be the 
| duty of all, who hear or may hear the goſpel, to 
believe in Chriſt: and then it muſt ſollbw that no 
man Wants any further warrant4or his faith, except 
the. Lord's own word; his teſtimony, invitation, 
and command, and his promiſe in no uuſe to taſt 
'* out any one who comes to him ]ð 
ieee nern 34 W954 eat 
(+ Jt may be uſeful to illuſtrate this important ſub- 
Jed, by an appoſite; militude. Suppoſe a Phy ft- 
vian ſhould give the moſt -publick notice that he 
wall beſtow! advice, medicines, and every other re- 
uiſite, on all the/fick-perions in a certain diſtrict, 
who come and put themſelves under his care: No 
fick perſon, within that diſtrict, could want any 
other warrant for applying to the phy ſician, and ex- 
= petting him to do all in his power for his recovery: 
5 But ſome might deem themſelves ſo litile indiſ- 
poſed as not to need aſſiſtance; and others, being 
wealthy-or proud, might diſdain a gratuitous cure: 
ſome might be too ' buſy; flothful, or ſelf -indul- 
to pay due regard to their health; while 
others would place no confidence in the phy ſician's 
- Poſſible, there might be perſons, who ptetended to 
__expet a cure from him, while they neglected. to 
his medic ines, or follow his „ 
"£3739 7 | g 7 
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ns HS theſe. would derive any benefit from: 
hims yet this would not ariſe, from any want of a 
farther "warrant to. apply; but from their not con- 
ſidering his publick notice, * a faithful ſaying, and 
<<. worthy of their acceptation.“ He who felt himſelf 
diſeaſed; defired a cure, conſided in the phyſicianꝰs 
{ill and faithfulneſs, applied to him and obſerved 
his directions, might — onably expe (or tree n: but, 
ſhould any man, — egari the publi hes 
tice, as — ſing rep rely on the phyſi- 
cian for the recovery of bis health, confidently* 
imagine himſelf well, or in the way to be 
cured, though he never had confulted him; he 
would be thought inſane or delirious. Should'ano-/ 
ther apply, aol yet refuſe to follow the preſcrip- 
tions and directions given him; he would be deem- 
ed inſincere, or triſling with his own health and life 
and, if he riouſly expected a cure in this way, he too 
muſt be deemed a madman.— Should a third con- 
tend, that he ought not apply to the phyſician, tilt 
he had made himſelf better, and a more 
- deſerving object of his attention; eve neee 
perceive the abſurdity of his conduBt. Finally, 
e ſhould any one im that hewas recovered ; while 
- his languor, want of appetite, inability for kis work; 
k and other ſymptoms, proved him to be as-diſcaſe 
0 ed as ever: it muſt be concluded, either that he had 
y not applied to the phyſician, or not taken his medi- 
2 cines; or that the phyſician could not or Would not 


7 do any thing effeftual i in his caſe.— The reader will ; 


{- not require any help, in accommodating the cir- 

12 cumſtances of this illuſtration: in natural things 

men exerciſe common ſenſe; While too many ſpe- 

culate on religious ſubjetts, in a manner Wen con- 

traditts i its _— apt (amend faggeBions. ü e ens 

440 + 4 LN 9 3d BY fe 

. thi are im phie ids a gan invi- 

tation to a feaſt ; which is is the illuſtration, 5 
edly employed by the holy Spirit,” Without 

ite, areliſh for the proviſions, see | 

in him who gives wen invitation, men 


will 


* 4 ww _—_ 


- 


i ſayed in the way, and with the ſalvation of the gol- 
j pel, can be of any uſe, or value. | The want of this 


44 THE $ORMPTURAL PROOFS [Part L 
will make light of it: yet they, who go their way, 
havg the ſame. warrant to come to the feaſt, as 
thoſe who: actually partake of $0,557 ett am 
6 a8. 34-5 N e | 
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The ſincere beggar feels his poverty, deſires re. 
lief, ſubmits to the humiliating circumſtances of his 
condition. and ſupplicates his more affluent neigh- 
bour in the beſt manner he can: yet theſe. are not 
his warrant for applying, and expecting help; but 
he takes his encouragement from the wealth or 
bounty of him, from whom he ſolicits relief; and 
if he has hidden him-come, and promiſed in that 
caſe to help him, this conſtitutes his warrant for 
All che Jews had the ſame warrant to return and 
rebuild: Jeruſalem, after Cyrus had iſſued his pro- 
- Elamation: but their ſettlements at Babylon, or in 
other places, with the perils and hardſhips of the 
attempt;- would have overcome their almoſt expir- 
ing attachment to the holy city; if the Lord had 
not flirred up the ſpirit of ſome among them. 
—— The reſt had the ſame warrant; but not the 
ſame, withngne/7, to return: and this illuſtration is 
culiarly appoſite; becauſe the reluctancy of the 
eus aroſe from unbelief, and the - carnal ſtate of 
their hearts; and their diſregard to this typical re- 
demption 5 repreſents the ſin and folly of thoſe, 
who neglett the great ſalvation of the goſpel. 


r St = SHORES + 7 | | 
| A willingneſs to be ſaved from eternal miſery, 
and mage cternally happy, according to their 
own notions of happiness, is natural to all men: but 
a deſire of that holy ſeliciiy propoſed; in ſcripture: 
and of that humbling ſalvation 3 merited wrath 
and from all fin, which the goſpel proclaims, is a 
widely diſſerent thing. Yet no willingneſs to be 
ſaved, Which leaves a man wholly: unw:{{:ng to be 


willing ne/s is the ſole reaſon of che linver|supbeliet 
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and deſtruction. They, who periſh from under the 
means of grace, haye the ſame warrant to believe 
in Chriſt, as they who are ſaved: but the goſpel ig 
to moſt men'* a price put into the hands of a foo 
to get wiſdom, while he has no keart to it. 


The braſen ſerpent, lifted up in the centre of 
Iſrael's camp, with the publick declaration of itsule, 
was a ſufficient warrant to every man, when bitten 
by a fiery ſerpent, to look unto it. But if any one 
was ſo deprived of ſenſation as not to feel the fatal 
bite; or ſo ſtupid as not to fear approachin death; 
af any fooliſhly preferred other methods of ſeeking = 
a cure, or were ſo proud, rebellious, and-unbeliev- 
ing, as to ſhut their eyes, or look another way; 


or if any looked without at all expecting a cure ac- | 


cording to the word of the Lord; ſuch perſons 
would have periſhed, not for want of a warrant:to 
believe, but becauſe they did not ſubmit to the 
-wiſdom and authority of God, or rely on his faith- 
fulneſs and mercy, in this appointed way of preſer- 
vation.—Every man of. reflection will fee, how 
theſe things apply to the caſe before us: and it is 
obvious thence to infer; that all ſinners, to whom 
the goſpel is ſent, have an equal warrant to believe 
in Chriſt, and to expect ſalvation from him, ac- 
cording to the holy ſcriptures; and that men pe- 
riſh for want of a diſpoſition of heart do comply 


with the invitations ot everlaſting mercy, aud to 


* 


ſubmit to the authority and commandment of G 
our Saviour. CCC 1 247 > ill 
410 24.0 V8 

| > 


SECTION I. 


04 ed WES. neee M : 
Reaſons for inſiſting on this poſition, that the 
* Word of God is ile inner's only and ſufficient war- 
rant for belieuing in Chriſ .. 

As a diſpoſition to believe is equally nece ſſary to 
whe; it may per- 

haps be thought, that it is not very important to 
7 SY... D ; inſiſt, 
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6 REASONS FOR INSISTAING [Part I, 
inſiſt, ſo fully and fixenuouſly, upon this point: 
for after all, the warrant will be of no uſe to thoſe, 
who have no heart to avail themſelves of it. In 
conhdering this part of our ſubject, it may be ob- 


I. That it is extremely futile to /upp2/c/the caſe 
_ of a man belieuing, without a e to believe; 


and then gravely to make proviſion for 1t !-—W hat- 
ever warrant or encouragement may be given, un- 
leſs we leave matters unexplained or mis- ſlated, ſo 
that our meaning is miſtaken; and men think they 


fl believe, when they do not, the indiſpoſed will ut- 
ttrly diſregard our words. To lay the blame there- 
| Fore on the want of a diſpoſition to believe, can dif- 


courage none but thoſe who are conſciouſly untw:l- 
ling; and theſe certainly are not entitled to encou- 
ragement: but if the {inner had no warrant to 
believe in Chriſt, they would be diſcouraged, who 


were moſt earneſtly deſirous of his ſalvation ; while 


the proud and careleſs would be furniſhed with an 
excuſe for their unbelief. c | 
Should we even ſay, A fincere willingneſs to 
be Javed in the Lord's way is the ſinner's warrant 
to believe in Chriſt; and without this it is pre- 
ſumption to apply to him;* the conſequence 
would be, that a newly awakened perſon, defec- 
tive in knowledge, confuſed in his views, deſtitute 
of experience, and agitated by tumultuous: fears 
and conflicting paſſions, muſt anſwer to himſelf 


various difficult queſtions, concerning the nature 


of a fincere willing ueſ/s, and the neceſſary meaſure of 
or be Load ink wtf ge Y come 
to the Saviour. Whereas, if the nature of /alva- 
tion and of faith be clearly explained; and all men 
without exception. be. invited, exhorted, beſought, 
and commanded, in the name and by the authority 


of God, to believe in his only begotten: Son; the 


. wiling come without heſitation; others feel their 


_ cxeluRtancy tobe criminal, perilous; and fatal if. not 


L overcome: 
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overcome: convictions are frequently excited, and 

rayers for a willing mind preſented: God bleſſes 
bi own word to break the ſtout heart, and bind up 
the broken heart; while the obſtinate are left with- 


» 


out excuſe. | 


It is a fact, capable of the fulleſt proof, that in 
thoſe places where nice ſpeculations on | theſe . 
ſubjects have been avoided, men find ſcarcely any * 
difficulty reſpecting them: but when deeply im- 
preſſed with a ſenſe of guilt and danger, and ear- 
neſtly deſirous of the ſalvation of the golpels they 
apply to Chriſt for it, as the ſick do for admiſſion 
into an hoſpital. They ſeldom are troubled-about 
their warrant to believe; though feeling much dif- 
ficulty in aftually believing; they are led to pray 


with him of old, © Lord, I believe, help thow 


r mine unbehet;”” and are diftrefled with man 
anxious fears, left they | ſhould not believe aright, 
or with a true and living faith.—The'language'ot -, 
their hearts ſeems to be this; Every inner, 1 

ever vile, is invited and commanded to believe 
* in Chriſt, and to come to him for ſalvationg 
* therefore I may and ought to come: 1 feel ver 
* defirous of theſe much needed bleſſings, hic 
* heretofore I deſpiſed, and would embrace the 
* gracious invitation: Lord, help me to believe, 
and teach me to come aright; for I dread nothing 


* ſo much as coming ſhort of thy ſalvation.Nay, 


thoſe very perſons, who previous to deep convies* 
tions, have ſyſtematically perplexed their minds 
with nice diſtinctions and doubtful diſputations, 
are often conſtrained, by urgent fears and defires, 
to act in direct oppoſition to their former ſcheme, 
and to apply to Chriſt in the manner above de- 
{cribed, 8 pit : ; 

If any thing be conſidered as a warrant for a ſin- 
ner to believe in Chriſt, except the word of the 
goſpel, it maſt be under the idea, that it ĩs of an holy: 
nature: fo that if _ convictions and deſires be 

| | | 2 Not 
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not holy, he is not warranted to believe. But 
this way of ſtating the matter fully juſtifies that to- 


tal unbelief, which the ſcriptures decidedly con- 
dem: for certainly a man _— not to do, what 
he is not warranted to do. It likewiſe ſets a newly 


awakened perſon to reſolve one of the moſt difh- 
cult queſtions in divinity, before he can decide, 


Whether he ought to believe in - Chriſt or not.— 
- He muſt, in that caſe, ſo accurately underſtand 


the nature of true holineſs, as to be able, in his 
own concern, under great diſcompoſure of mind, 
to diſtinguiſh the minuteſt portion of it from all 
counterfeits; and clearly to aſcertain its actual. 
exiſtence in his heart, amidſt all the immenſ- alloy 


| of ſelfiſh and ſinful paſſions! It would probably be 


found impoſſible for the ableſt theologian in Chriſ- 
tendom'certaznly to determine ſuch a queſtion, in 
reſpett of many peculiar exerciſes of his own 
mind: how then can it be expected, that embrio 
converts, fo to ſpeak, ſhould be able,during an over- 
whelming tempeſt, to make ſuch accurate obſer- 
rations and nice diſtinctions ?—The general propo- 
fal of the truth, and the ſcriptural exhortation and 
aſſurance, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 


thou ſhalt be ſaved,” exactly ſuit the caſe of ſuch: 
perſons; while the event will ſhew the nature of 


their convictions. Whatever better informed and 
more experienced perſons may determine concern- 


ing the nature of ſaving faith, whether it be or be 
not an holy exerciſe of the heart; the convinced fin. 


ner can decide nothing of the kind in reſpett of his 


own experiences: nor can others determine the 


queſtion for him; ſince many appear, as far as we 
can ſee, alarmed, convinced, and even humbled, 
who never believe to the ſaving of the ſoul. 


Two very ſmall ſeeds may be eſſentially diſtinct 
in ſpecies, yet the beſt eyes aſſiſted by the fineſt 
glaſſes can ſcarcely diſtinguiſh them: how then 
could a perſon, with a very weak and confuſed 
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they are ſown, and grow up, the plants that ſpring 
bon them will be — * infallibly diſtinguiſh- 
able. Thus it is with men's convictions: ſome are 
eſentially different from others; but all our endea- 
vours exadly to know ſuch as are /þrritual from 
ſuch as are merely natural, except by the event, Will 
anſwer little purpoſe. We muſt judge · as well as 
we can, and act accordingly: but we ſhall fre- 
uently find ourſelves miſtaken, How impoſſible 
2 muſt it be, for the alarmed enquirer aftet 
ſalvation to find @ warrant from any holineſs in 
himſelf, to encourage his application to Chriſt ? 
How wiſe and gracious the general language of 
ſcripture; © Let him that is athirſt come, and 
„% whoſoever will, let him take of the water of life 
«+ freely!” While we proceed on this plan, the 
Lord will diſtinguiſh what we cannot: they that 
thirſt tor the pure water of life, - proceeding out 
of the throne of God and of the Lamb, will 
be encouraged to approach and take of it freely; 
and others will either go back into the ways of open 
ungodlineſs, or be found among the ſtony ground 
h earers, reſting in a falſe peace, without ſantti- 
** fication of the Spirit unto obedience, and ſprink- 
ung of the blood of Jeſus.” . 


When the ſubje& is conſidered in an abſtrat. 
manner, the difference between a warrant to believe, 
and a diſpoſilion to believe may at firſt glance ap- 
pear trivial: but, viewed in its relation to experts | 
ence and practice, it is immenſely great and impor- 
tant.— It will never diſcourage a trembling ſinner, 
who honeſtly enquires, What muſt Edo to be ſav- 
< ed?” wo deferibe the nature of faith, and explain. 
the way of ſavlation; and then to invite, exhort, 
and perſuade him to apply for this ſalvation, and 
to believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, not doubting 
but in ſo doing he will certainly be ſaved. But 
ſhould we enter into a diſcuſſion concerning the 
nature of genuine convittions, gracious thirſtings, 
and fpiritual defires _ ſalvation; insisting that 
E346 F 3 | PTY Re it 
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it would be unwarranted preſumption for him to 
apply to Chriſt, if he were not conſcious that his 
experiences were of this nature; we ſhould exceed- 
ingly embarraſs his mind; take off his thoughts 
from the love of Chriſt,and the freeneſs and ſuffici- 
ency of his mercy and grace; and give Satan an 
opportunity of tempting him to deſpondency, or 
of otherwiſe ** taking the ſeed out of his heart, leſt 
he ſhould believe and be ſaved.” —Indeed, moſt 
deviations from ſcriptural ſimplicity may be traced 
back to this ab/tra# way of diſcuſſing dottrines : 
and the ſubjects, which chiefly perplex ſpeculating 
men, and furniſh the moſt materials tor controver- 
ſy, appear very eaſy and plain, when applied to 
Practical purpoſes, according to the ſtate of mind 
they were intended to meet. —Thus the wiſdom 
and goodneſs of God, in not arranging revealed 


| _ truths according to the ſuppoſed exactneſs and 


conſiſtency of human ſyſtems, are moſt illuſtri- 
ouſly diſplayed, when theſe truths are applied to 
the ſeveral caſes to which they are ſuited, for con- 
viction, inſtruction, warning, encouragement, and 
exhortation, 10 * 8 N 

Whatever be the nature of divine illumination; 
or whatever may have been a man's previous 


thoughts about it; he will not when firſt di- 


vinely illuminated, very readily perceive any Holi- 


2/5 in the change of which he is conſcious. He 


now diſcovers, as it were intuitively, that he is a 
guilty "polluted creature; that his ſuppoſed virtues 
were ſpecious vices, and his religious duties for- 
mal, ſelfiſh, and hypocritical; and that his heart 
is deceitful and deſperately wicked: aud in pro- 

ortion to the degree of his illumination, will be 
his convittion of theſe humihating truths.—Theſe 
recent diſcoveries (or theſe new perceptions of 
what perhaps he before aſſented to as a notion,) 


| | occupy his thoughts: he can hardly conceive, that 


the hearts and lives of other men are ſo bad as his 
. own; ſtill leſs can he think that real and N 
. aints 
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ſaints feel thoſe evils of which he is conſcious» nay, 
he can ſcarcely be convinced, that his on heart was 
formerly ſo ſinful as he now finds it to be. With- 
% gut the law fin was dead: and the ſpirituality 
of the precept not only detetts, but irritates, the 
depravity of nature, excites all manner of concu- 
* 3 5 and even arouſes the dormant enmity of 
the heart into direct exerciſes of oppoſition to the 
holy character and righteous government of God 
This is alſo connetted with a diſcovery of the 

hatefulneſs of ſin, and a diſpoſition to abhor it in 
all its forms; ſo that //e/7-loathing becomes a pre- 
dominant part of the new convert's experience. 
The ftone 1s become fleſh; and exquiſite ſenſibility, 
in feeling and hating every ſinful emotion, is uni- 
ted to a quickneſs of diſcernment in difcovering 


the exiſtence of ſin where it was not before ſuſpect- 


ed; and its odious nature and numerous aggrava- 
tions, where they were before excuſed and pallia- 
ted. Every thing, therefore, concurs to diſcou- 
rage, as well as to humble, a perſon in this ſitua- 
tion; except the glad tidings of the bleſſed goſpel: 
and ſhould a ſelf- complacent thought intrude itſelf, 
while he reflected on theſe new and more juſt 
views of his own character, he would rejett it with 


= alarm and deteſtation. 


Thus at the very time, when the ſinner is made 


completely willing to welcome Chriſt and his 


whole ſalvation; fo far from perceiving any wars 
rant in his own holy diſpoſitions, to authoriſe his 
believing application to the Saviour, he commonly 
thinks himſelf worſe than ever, and viler than any 
other inner; and is often tempted to conclude 
that he has ſinned beyond che reach of mercy, and 
that Chriſt will except him from the general rule 
* of caſting out none that come to him.” What 
then can meet this caſe, but the ſcriptural aſſu- 
rances; * Aſk and it ſhall be given you; ſeek 
and you ſhall find; knock and it ſhall be opened 
to you; for every one that aſketh receiveth 
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ful diſputations ? In proportion as the goſpel 
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92 REASONS FOR INSISTING i Part 2 
And what can be more improper than to embarraſs 


. | ſuch a man with nice diſtinctions; in dirett oppo- 


ſitlon to the apoſtolical direction, Him that is 
«weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubt- 


is underſtood, it gives encouragement, and ſug- 
geſts pleas to that man who is moſt vile in his own 


eſtimation. He cannot ſay, God I thank thee, 


IJ am not as other men: but he may ſmite on 
his breaſt, and © ſay, God, be merciful to me, a 


«+. ſinner.” For thy name's ſake, O Lord, par- 


% don mine iniquity; for it is e E I do 
not preſent m 1 before thee for my 
oven righteouſneſſes, but for thy great mercies.” 


Ahe infinite and everlaſting mercy of God; the 
all ſufficient merits, atonement, and interceſſion - 


of the incarnate Son; the unencumbered invi- 
tations of the goſpel, and its exhortations and 
injunttions, with the promiſes connected with 
them, fully warrant the vileſt ſinner that ever 
lived, to. apply for ſalvation without delay, and 
without any reaſon to fear repulſe. For they, who 
have committed the unpardonable fin, cannot be 
renewed to repentance, and will never come to Chriſt 


- 


| for his humbling holy ſalvation. RH 


The trembling and almoſt deſponding ſinner 1. 
dom conſiders his convictions, as the effect of a ſu- 


pernatural influence: nor indeed do ſuch perſons in 


general reflect at all on the cane or nature of the 
alteration which they have experienced. But when 


they have leiſure from the tumult of their thoughts, 


to make any enquiry of this kind; they commonly 
aſcribe the whole to means and in/truments ; and 
frequently imagine, that if others had heard the 
ſame ſermon, or read the ſame book, they muſt have 
been equally convinced. They have at the fame 
time a far worſe opinion of themſelves, than they 
formerly had; and it is very difficult, to make them 
ſenſible, even by the cleareſt evidence, that their 
temper of mind is really better in the fight of God, 


than it was before theſe humiliating convictions. 
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It muſt therefore be impoſlible, that a ſinner, in this 


condition, can find any warrant for his application: 
to Chriſt, from thoſe feelings of his own- mind, 
which conſtitute a diſpoſition to believe in him. 
Nor has he the leaſt occaſion for it; as the word of 
the goſpel gives a ſufficient warrant and a moſt abun- 
dant encouragement to every man that hears it, and 
is willing“ to come to Chriſt that he may have life.“ 
II. Even ſuch perſons; as have been long accuſ- 
tomed to live by faith in the Son- of God,“ WhO 
have frequently experienced *©* peace and joy in be- 
* lieving, and have abounded in hope by the power 
„of the Holy Ghoſt,” are ſometimes overcome by 
temptation, or called to paſs through ſharp con- 
flicts, and great darkneſs and diſtreſs of ſoul. In 
theſe circumſtances, they are often led ro queſtion, : 
whether all their paſt experiences have not beet a 
deluſion; whether they were ever called with 
an koly calling ;” whether they ever truly loved: 
the Lord or not. Ought they then to keep away, 
from the throne of grace; and ſtand at an awful dif 
tance from the compaſſionate Phyſician of their, 
ſouls, till they have determined theſe queſtions ? 
Alas, they can determine nothing in this dark and 
doletul ſtate! Every thing in themſelves appears, 
polluted and vile: the recollection of their pat, 
profeſhon, advantages, and comforts - aggravates- 
their diſtreſs, and adds weight to the burden of their 
guilt ; ſo that they are often tempted to draw the-? 
moſt deſperate concluſions concerning their ſtate, 
and the Lord's intentions reſpeding them. But in 
this manner they commonly begin to emerge from 
their diſtreſs.“ It all,” ſay they, has hitherto been; 
* ſelf-deception, ſtill the Lord is infinitely merci- 
* ful; all ge are ready; the invitations except, 
none; and the Saviour ſays, Him that cometh. 
* unto me, I will in. no wiſe caſt out. Encou- 
raged by ſuch thoughts, Out of the depths they, 
cry earneſtly unto the Lord: they conteſs their 
guilt with all its aggravating circumſtances, and 
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plead his merciſul forgiveneſs, and his plenteous 
redemption. Out of the belly of hell, they Took 


* towards his holy temple,” and ſeek his gracious 


== deliverance ;* and while they beſeech the Lord to 
= glorify his infinite mercy in ſaving them, the vileſt 
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mot with fleſhly wiſdom;but by the grace of God, 


1 
| 


ehe has had his converſation in the world.“ Theſe 


of ſinners; he © brings them ont of the horrible pit, 
and out of the miry clay; he ſets their feet upon a 


rock and orders their goings; and he puts a new 
ſong into their mouths, even thankſgivings unto 


their God? and Saviour. Then indeed a brighter 


light ſhining upon their experiences, they can diſ- 
cern ſome actings of holy fear, humility, deſire, 
faith, hope, and love, amidft the confuſion of their 
fouls: yet they could aſcertain nothing of this kind 
in the time olf their diſtreſs and diſmay, when they 
Rood-moſt in need of encouragement. |= 


| III But indeed the deflerer; who is beſt eſla- 


| bliſhed in judgment and experience, and moſt aſ- 


ſured in hope, does not conſider his conſciouſneſs 
of ſanctifying grace, or his upright walk and con- 
verſation, as in any ſenſe his warrant for faith in 
Chriſt, or in applying to him and relying on him 
for renewed pardon, and freſh ſupplies of wiſdom, 
ſtrength, grace, and conſolation anſwerable to his 


daily needs, He may, and will, on ſome occaſions, 


_ 


appeal to the Lord for his integrity: and as his 


„ own heart does not condemn him,“ of hypocriſy, 
or allowed ſin; he has that confidence towards 
1 God,“ which he could not otherwiſe enjoy.“ He 

Will conſider his conſcious love to Chriſt and his 


people, his hatred+of ſin, and his delight in God's 


commandments, as a full proof that his faith in 
Chriſt is living, and his intereſt in his ſalvation ſure: 


be may plead theſe things, as a reaſon Why the Lord 


ſhould defend him againſt the tongue of ſlander, 
maintain his cauſe againſt thoſe that injure him, and 
proſper his endeavours to do good: and in various 
ways he may * rejoice in the teſtimony of his con- 
«ſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, 


Seft. III. on THIS POSITION. = :- 
things are evident from numberleſs paſſages in the 
ſacred ſcriptures; and even from the prayers of 
the moſt eminent ſaints: But ſo long as a man needs 
forgiveneſs, and bleſſings innumerable and ineſti- 
mable, which he hath not in the ſmalleſt degree 
merited by his beſt ſervices; and while he is conti- 
nually making unſuitable returns for former mer. 
cies : he cannot, properly ſpeaking, have any war- 
rant for has faith, except the word of the goſpel; 
however his hope may be encouraged and aſſured by 
the ſeal and witneſs of the ſanctifying Spirit. Nor 
will the poor publican's -prayer be ever laid aſide, 
as unſuitable to his caſe, by the greateſt ſaint on this 
fide the perfection of heaven: though ſelf-deceive 
ers, wholly or in part, of various deſcriptions, max 
think themſelves too holy to employ ſuch ſelf-abats 
ing language. PEAS | 4 
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It is commonly urged on this ſubject, that if any 
| thing be conſidered as the warrant of faith, except 
the word of the goſpel, boaſting will be introduced, 
and ſelf confidence encouraged. This is true in 
general, and the ſentiment has a powerful tendency 
that way: yet many, who are charged with repre- . 
ſenting holy diſpoſitions as a neceſſary warrant to 
faith in Chriſt, look on thoſe diſpoſitions to be as 
entirely a free gift of the Saviour, as any of the 
bleſlings they afterwards receive: and (whether 
conſiſtently or not I pretend not to determine, they 
enter as fully as their opponents into the ſpirit. of 
the apoſtte's words, By grace ye are ſaved;through 


g faith; and that not of yourſelves, it is the gift'of 
n Gd; not of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt: 
" „for we are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt 
4 « Jeſus unto good works.“ Who made thee to 
r. differ from another ? or what haſt thou that thon 
d * haſt not received? * Being juſtified freel 
1 his grace, through the redemption that is in Chriſt 
1 © Jeſus,” The 428 ſeems to be this. Some pions 
7 men, in guarding againſt abuſes, have unwarily 
1 


: «4 


thrown impediments in the way of diſcouraged 
241 4 460 2 11 4.» It ; 1 ſouls ; - 
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ſouls; others by attachment to ſyſtem have more. 
over furniſhed excuſes to proud and prejudiced un- 
believers; and many have expreſſed themſelves in 
a manner, which may be perverted to encourage a 
degree and kind of ſelf- preference, inconſiſtent 
with the pure goſpel of Chriſt. On the other hand, 
ſome have incautiouſly uſed language on the ſub. 
jekt, which may be underſtood to render even the 
preaching of regeneration, ſanctiſication, and holi- 
neſs of life, dangerous; by repreſenting all holy 
diſpoſitions and good works, as tending to boaſting 
and ſelf- confidence: and the charge of giving coun- 
tenanes to ſelf-righteouſneſs, has been fo indiſcri- 
minately advanced, as to involve many perſons and 
opinions, that by no means deſerve it. But if we 

adhere ſimply to the Word of God, we ſhall keep at 
a diſtance from theſe extremes: and none will per- 
vert our doctrine, except thoſe ** who ſtumble at 
the word, being diſobedient,“ and Who“ wreſt 
- * the ſcriptures themſelves to their own deſtruc- 
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Saving Faith in Chrift eſſentially Holy in its Hature, 
| 8 ECTION. I. 


b Ie, e terms defined and explained. 


Z— 
'T HE holy nature af faving faith, at leaſt in its 
irſt exerciſes, has been expreſsly denied by ſeveral 
perſons, who have maintained the doctrine inſiſted 
on in the former part of this work; and others 
have uſed language capable of this conſtruction: 
thus the 22 has been enveloped in obſcurity, 
and the truth expoſed to unmerited objections, - 


- 


That we may the better underſtand. the. ſubſe- 


went diſcuſſion, we ſhould previouſly obtain pre- 


IH 


we poſſeſs, with all the obedience we have per- 


neſs. of every defect, to whatever degree of ſanth- 
cation we have attaitied, or how, many good works - 
ſoe ver we have done. Curſed is every one . 
continueth not in all — written in the hook 


* 
"© : 


Seft I] ru TERMS, DEFINED. N 
ciſe ideas of the meaning is which the words, holy; 
haline/s, ſandliſfying, and /andification are here 
uſed. Holy, or holineſs, is oppoſed to unkoly,- or 
unholineſs ; and not to unrighteous, or unrigliteouu - 
neſs. An unrighteous nan, in the language of ar- 
gumentative - theology, properly ſigniſies a man 
under condemnation ſor his ſins, and not brought 
into a tate of juſtiſication: an unkaly man is one 
unrenewed by the Spirit of God, and under the 
dominion: of ſin. Holy and 1 therefore 
relate to the diſpoſitions and affections of his 
heart, and not to his ſtate, as juſtiſied before 
God ; nor is this diftintion of trivial conſequence. 
but eſſential to a clear underſtanding of the ſuhject. 
Indeed few things have more perplexeFreligious 
controverſies. and diſcuſſions, than want of accu> 
racy in ſpeaking of juſtification and ſanctiſication, 
— carefully keeping the ideas of them diſt int. 


— 


The queſtion, therefore, concerning the holy 

nature of ſaving faith, has nothing, more or leſs, 
to do with the doctrine of quſtification ; but belongs 
entirely to another topic in 1 We are 
juſtiſied freely by the grace of God; or by free 

mercy, entirely contrary to our deſervings: we are 
juſtified by the righteouſneſs. and atoning blood of 
Chriſt; as the meritorious ground of our pardon 
and title to eternal life: and we are juſtified by 
faith alone: becauſe faith alone conſtitutes our re- 
lation to Chriſt that we may be made the righs” © 
© teouſneſs of God in him. According to the 
holy and good law of gur righteaus Sovereign, and 
the covenant of works, the leaſt imperfection « 
failure in obedience condemns us; all the holine 


. 


formed, weighs not an atom in the L. plite ſcale ; 
and to the laſt moment of life we need tree forgive- 
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W faith in Chriſt, is excluded from taki 


ring himſelf and his beſt duties, with the p 
- MFandatrd, muſt exclaim, 1 am all as an unclean 


ance: ald | 
. Chriſt, depended on the laſt expreſſion of his love 
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of the law to do them.” Not only the new 
convert, of the feeble believer in his firſt actings of 


any encou- 
ragement from his incipient ſanctiſication, if he 


. were capable of aſcertaining its exiſtence: but the 
moſt advanced Chriſtian aſter half a century ſpent 


in holy obedience, and zealous endeavours to glo- 
rify the Saviour and ſerve his generation; 2 
ect 


* thing, and all my righteouſneſſes are as filthy 
* raps.” Even perfect holineſs of heart, and obe- 


dience in condutt, could do nothing towards aton- 


ing for paſt ſins, or redeeming the forfeited inherit- 


if Paul's juſtification at the tribunal of 


and zeal, when he was expiring as a martyr,/ he 
muſt be condemned by the holy law of God. From 
firſt to laſt we muſt be juſtified by mere mercy and 
grace, through the righteouſneſs and atoning blood 
of Emmanuel, and by faith alone: nor can /andQ:- 
F#ecation, whether more or leſs advanced, avail any 
thi r Let this be well un- 
od and conſidered, and many plauſible objec- 
tions to the holy nature of aving faith, which ſup- 
poſe that it interferes with the dottrines of imputed 
righteouſneſs and free juſtification, muſt fall to the 
ground, and require no further anſwer. 


No to him that worketh not, but believeth 


in him that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is ac- 
eouſneſs. It may be inferred 
with as much juſtice, that believers never work at 
all, for any purpoſe, or from any motive; as that 
they are in all ſenſes abſolutely ungodh, when 
God juſtifieth them. The finner when he believes 
in Chriſt, ceaſes wholly from working to eſtabliſh 
His own righteouſneſs, or in'any way or degree for 


his on juſtification : yet he labours for the 


„meat 


ich endureth unto everlaſting life, 


- 4 which the Son of man ſhall give him: he works 


out 
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out his own ſalvation with fear Lo 9 
he ©. gives diligence to make his calling and elec- 
« tion ſure; be is, or ought to be, [zealous of 
good works,” ** fruitful in all the works of righ- 
*«* teouſneſs, which are through Jeſus Chriſt; unts 
„the glory and praiſe of God,” yea“ always 
„ abounding in the work of the Lord. But, not- 
withſtanding all this, he not only ceaſes to work, 

in reſpecl of juſtification, when he firſt applies for an 
intereſt in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt; but, amidſt 
all his“ diligence to the full aſſurance of hope un- 
to the end,“ to glorify God, and to do gaod to 
mankind; be never works at all, at leaſt allowedly, 
with the leaſt dependence on his on doings,” or 
in order to add them to © the righteouſneſs ol God 
„by faith.” | | N 


In like manner he is ungodly, in himſelf, accords 
ing to the law, by his own ſincere confeſhon, and 
in the unerring judgment of God; not only at“ 
the moment when he is firſt juſtißßed, 1 

the whole period that he lives by faith in Chr 

for juſtification. His incipient and „ god- 
8 is not at all noticed in this reſpełt: never- 
theleſs, his coming to Chriſt with earneſt deſires 
of ſalvation, and his humble, obedient, and wills 
ing return. to God through him, eſſentially diſtin- 


guiſh his character from that of ſuch perſons} as 


** fay unto God, depart from us, we defire not 


* the knowledge of thy ways; and that of all 4 
others, who are in every reſpett abſolutelywngodly, 
and have no fear of God before their eyes“ 


Whatever in any degree accords to the law of 
God is ſo far holy: but an external or relative hos 
lineſs falls not under our preſent enquiry, The 
moral law 1s ſpiritual, and takes cogniſance of 
men's ſpirits: whatever therefore in the flate of 
our hearts anſwers to the ſpirituality of the precept 
is holy. The leaſt intermixture of unkotine/s, wn 
the beſt and moſt ay e of the heart, 
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: or ations of the life, condemn the man according 
” 40 the legal covenant: but the actual exiſtence of 
the ſmalleſt portion of a right and ſpiritual diſpo- 


eon, if it could be aſcertained, would prove the 


polleflor regenerate, and is one of the © things which 
 *© accompany ſalvation.” Abraham might juſtly 
have been condemned, and needed merciful for. 
giveneſs, for the weakneſs and wavering of that 
very faith by which he was juſtified: while the 
Imall meaſure of obedience, which Sarah rendered, 
in reverencing her huſband; though ſhe laughed in 


0 5 unbelief, denied her crime, and was ſharply rebuked 


for it, is noticed with approbation by Peter, as 
a ſpecimen of the manner, in which Hh women 
** who truſted in God atorned themſelves.” * 80 
entirely diſtin are the queſtions concerning holi- 
neſs and concerning the way of juſtification; ex- 
eept as the ſanctification of the Spirit evidences our 
_ intereſt in Chriſt by faith. | festere 


Every degree of humility, fear of God, defire of 
Happineſs in his favour and ſervice, love to his 
perſeBtio s and thoſe things which he approves, 
atred of What he abhors and forbids; ſimple be- 


lief ol his teſtimony, - reliance on his . and 
regard to his authority and glory, if it be genuine, 
c accords to the ſpiritual precept of the law, and is 
= ſo fariholy. A tranſgrefſor;'if renewed to a riglit 
_— [pr:t, 121 encouraged to hope for mercy, would 
Plead guilty, apply for pardon, and approve of the 
— moſt humbling and ſelf-denying way of reconcilia- 


Bon, which the glory of his offerided God required. 


'  Sandifying, and ſandification, as theſe-words re- 
late to'our preſent ſubje&, denote the renewal of 
an unholy creature to a Tight ſpirit; and are ap- 
. Plicable to every ſtage of this renovation, from its 
commencement in regeneration to 1ts. completion 
in -glory.—-But no meaſure of ſanctification can 
polbbly form any part of a nner juſtifying righte- 
Vin cnt een 
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ouſneſs: becauſe whileit is imperfetX, that imperfec- | 
tion needs forgiveneſs; and when pertetted, it can 
make no atonement for paſt fins, nor can it merit 


eternal life. It may, however, diſtinguiſn a lib ng 

Ai ſcom that which is dead and worthleſs; it 
forms our meet neſs ſor heaven; it enables us to 

ö glorify and prepares us to rejoice in God; and it is 

. a diſtinct part of our free ſalvation, no lefs valuable 


than juſtification iiſelf; as diſtin as a gratuitous 
cure of the jail fever is from the pardon ot a felony 
and the grant of an inheritance; / If then the ſenti- 


F ment, that ſaving faith is holy, even in its firſt and 
i feeble attings; could countenance” ſelf: righteous 
4 confidence; more complete ſan&ification muſt have 
o WW proportionably a ſtill ſtronger tendency to that per- 
; nicious miſtake. ' Yet this is not ſuppoſed by the 
- Wh perſons in queſtion: for they ſee, that juſlzfication 


and /anthfication, in the advanced Chriſtian, are 
5 diſtinct: how is it then, they do not recol- 

ct, that theſe are diſtinct at the firſt, as well 
as at the laſt? Or if they allow it, how can they 


but perceive that their objections on ths ground, 
* ate perfectly unfounded? dd 

Oy 5 EM | | | 1 
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Saving Faith the effect of Regeneration. : 3 


Tux holy nature of ſaving faith may be inferred ⁵ 
from the conſideration, that it is the gift of God,” 
and wrought in the heart by the Holy Spirit” To 
this it may indeed. he objetted, that many gifts are 
conferred by the ſame divine Agent, which are al- 
lowed to have nothing eſſentially holy in their na- 


a ture. It ſhould, however, be obſerved, that in thoſe 
* things which inſeparably: accompany ſalvation, the 


Holy Spirit directly acts upon the diſpoſitions and 
allettions of the heart, ſtamps his own image, and 
communicates his own holy nature to the ſoul, by 
permanently operating om all its faculties, as an in- 
dwelling ſource of lite, light, purity, and felieuy;! 
toy 3 Wheress 
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whereas in imparting ſpiritual gifts, or-miraculous 
powers, he only works upon natural principles; or 
* -enablesa man occafionally to perform ſupernatural 
ations, without any J. union or aſſimi lation. 
Balaam, Judas, and many -who. in Chriit's name | 
Propheſied, caſt out devils, and wrought miracles, 
cominued all the white covetous, ambitious, envi- 
ous, malignant, or ſenſual workers of iniquity : but 
no man ever truly believed in Chriſt, while his heart 
continued the willing ſlave of any luſt. —As theſe 
gilts and powers are not holy in their nature, or 
even in their effefts; ſo neither are they connected 
with falvation by any indiſſoluble bond: but faith 
in Chriſt is more explicitly and frequently in ſcrip- 
ture connected with eternal ſalvation, than an 
_ © other exerciſe of the heart or ſoul whatever. If it 
therefore be not holy in its own nature; it is an ex- 
ception to the general rule: for no other fruit, or 
gilt, or operation, of the Holy Spirit, that invariably 
decompanies ſalvation, can be mentioned, which is 
not indiſputably holy in its eſſential nature. 


As unbelief ſprings ſrom the love of darkneſs 
* rather than light; becauſe the deeds of the unbe- 
hever are evil; ſo fazth muſt ariſe from the love 
of light rather than darkneſs, becauſe of an incipi- 
ent diſpoſition to keep God's commandments. © te 
that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds 
* mzy be made manifeſt that they are wrought in 
God.“ When the evil heart of unbelic is re- 
moved; and the ſinner has received the love of the 
- truth ; then with the heart he believeth unto r1gh- 

* teouſneſs.”” In proportion as the dottrines of the 
goſpel are propoſed to the minds of proud and car- 

nal men, with convincing energy; they excite the 
greater meaſure of ſcorn, rage, and enmity. The 
overbearing evidence, with which the hated light is 
poued in upon the reluctant underflanding, diſ- 
=  turbs and torments the conſcience; affronts the ſelf- 
WY . complacency of the heart, and calls forth into vi- 
gorous oppoſition; thoſe evil propenſities which 
1 | 1 . before 
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unbelieving prieſts; ſcribes, and Phariſees. Undes 


faith, while“ they have no root in themſelves, but 
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before lay dormant. This was the effeft of our 
Lord's diſcourſes, and thoſe of his apoſtles, on the 


niable miracles, unanſwerable arguments, deciſive 
ſcriptural prools, pointed warnings and rebukes, 
and the clear light of divine truth, connected wii 
the meekneſs of wiſdom and holy love, ſerved but 
to excite the more determined re ſiſtance from their 
ambition, avarice, envy; and reſentment» and when' 
they were completely baffled, and could ſay nothing 
againſt either the | miracles. or the dodtride,/ they 
wete enraged even to madneſs. b 


. 


8 7 Fa £7 a * . 
$654 SILSIL 4 & 71 


1 4 3 


"13 C4H#57 5-434 wn igin 2054 44 FEW tes a Ft 
When a partial view of divine truth gains the 
aſſent of the under ſtandingy without a diſpoſition of 
heart congemial to the grand ſcope of chriſtianity ; 
{uch profeſſors are formed, as. our Lord deſcribes 
under the ſimilitude of the ſtony- ground: and their 
fallacious confidence, ſelfiſh - joy, and temporary 


: 
g 


in time of temptation fall away, are exemplified 
by facts on every ſide. The ſeed ſown on thorny ©» 
ground repreſents another very common way, in 
which a carnal heart holds the truth in untigh- 
teoufneſs, by a dead faith, an unwarrantable 
confidence, and an aweful miſtake as to the ten- 
dency and deſign of revealed truth: but an honeſt 
and good heart is the only good ground, in which 
the word of the kingdom will ſo take root, and ſpring - - 
up, as ** to bring forth fruit with patzence.”” © -/ 4,7 


It is really ſurpriſing, that, with ſuch feriptures 
before them, ſerious and refletting perſons ſhould 
ſpeak of faith in Chriſt, as a mere att of the under- + 
* ſtanding, produced by a common illumination, 
totally diſtintt from regeneration 1? Is not this 
preciſely the definition of a dead faith? Or can 
any one give a better? An aſſent of the under- 
ſtanding to the doctrines of the goſpel as true, with-- 
out any conſent of the heart to them as good- and 
holy. It is by no means intended, that all, who 
i nn ; 4 Ana 
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inadvertently ſeem to ſavour this ſentiment, really 
countenance a dead faith; for many parts of their 

bw writings have a contrary tendency : but it ' ſhews 
bo readily even good men, when contending for 
2 a ſyltem, may be ſeduced to ſanftion opinions, 
ms which ſuit the purpoſes of very bad men. 


enn „e r 3 


= - Ourlordexprelsly ſays, No man can come un- 
0 me, except the Father which hath ſent me, 
draw him: It is written in the prophets, And 
„they ſhalf all be taught of God. Every man 

« therefore, that hath heard and learned of the Fa- 

** ther, cometh unto me. Thereſore ſaid I unto you, 

no man can come unto me except it were given 
bim of my Father. Coming to Chriſt is the fame 
ds believing in him; at leaſt as far as the preſent argu- 
ment is concerned: and has this grft-of the Father, 
this drawing, teaching, hearing, and learning, no- 

thing holy in its nature? Surely, upon ſecond 
thoughts, every ſerious mind will adopt the apoſtle's 

= words, Do not err, my beloved brethren; every 
good gilt, and every perſect gift is from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
| hom there is no variableneſs nor ſhadow of 
turning: eſpecially: as the fame apoſtle after- 
wards. carefully diſtinguiſhes the wiſdom which is 

from above, by its holy and ſanQifying nature, 

from that wiſdom, which is earthly, ſenſual; and 

bw © deviliſh;” as well as a living from a dead faith, 
by the boly obedience chat accompanies it. 


+ But our divine Inſtructor hath not left us to form 

. our own concluſions from this general language: 

for he hath ſhewn us in what manner the Father 
teaches and draws the finger to come to him.— 
When the Comforter is come, he ſhall convince 
the world of fin, of righteouſneſs, and of judg- 

ment. — He fall lead you into all truth.“ 
= He ſhall glorify me; ſor he ſhall receive of mine, 
= aud ſhall ſhew it unto you.“ Under the illumi- 
N 1 1 by, #4 9 2 e 17 on L 91 nating 
. oz vi. 44, 45, 65. 2 James i. 16. 17. it, 14—26. iii. 1318. 
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/tanding, his heart alſo is prepared to love and wel- 
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nating and convincing influence of the holy Spirit, 
ſinners become acquainted with their own true cha- 
rafter and real ſituation: and thus the diſcovery of 
their guilt, pollution, danger, and helpleſs miſery in 
themſelves, prepares them for perceiving the nature 
and value of the ſalvation of Ghrift hen he be- 
comes glorious in their eyes, and precious to their 
hearts: they conſider him as the Pearl of great price, 
yea of ine ſlimable value; they entertain the moſt 
honourable thoughts of him, though they had for- 
merly deſpiſed and neglected him. What things 
** were gain to them, they now count to be lots for 
„ Chriſt.” The fear of being rejected by him over. 
powers all other fears, and is frequently the ſource 
of permanent anxiety. The defire of his fal vation, 
2 of the felicity which they conceive his £5 54 
to enjoy, overcomes their love of worldly'obje 
They are thus prepared to ſorſake all for: Chriltt 
and no important ſecular intereſt; no beloved rela» 
tive, no, not even life itſelf, is ſo precious in their 
deliberate practical judgment; as the loving Saviour 
of loſt ſinners. In proportion as the Holy Spirit 
preſents the things Which pertain to him and his ſal- 
vation, before one, who is thus taught of God, and 
drawn by the Father, all theſe affections are uni- 
formly excited and invigorated: yet the very fame . 
things, when plainly Tet before the proud and car- 
nal minds of unregenerate ' ſinners, awaken cons 
tempt, enmity, and blaſphemous rage. Is not hen 
this influence, which produces ſo entire a revolu- 
tion in the judgment and affections of thoſe who - 
experience it, of an koly nature? No doubt, While 
the truth is made to ſhine before the finner's unders 


: . | 7. thy. 187: "17 I "Y 
This was exemplified on the day of Pentecoſt; 
when the Spirit was d from on high, not only _ 
on the apoſtles, but likewiſe on the multitude." The 

very perſons, whom Peter moſt juſtly charged with 
having wickedly crucified the promiſed Meſſiah, 
being. * pricked in their heart, laid, Men and bre? 
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* thren, what ſha} we do?” And being inſtrufted Nhe 
And exhorted by the apoſtle, © they g/adly received Wye 
'the word, and were baptized in the name of Jeſus.” | 
They were convinced of their exceedingly aggra- Wor 
__ vated guilt in crucifying the Lord of glory; and Whe: 
not merely alarmed by the dread of puniſhment; 
they ** repented and did works meet for repent. 
' * ance:” Chriſt was glorified in their hearts, and 
they believed in him as their Lord and Saviour. 
But there were others who were cut lo the heart by 
ſimilar addreſſes of the apoſtles: yet, not being 
made humbly: ſenſible of their guilt and danger, 
they were only the more enraged by their convic- 
tions. When Stephen diſputed with the Jews, not 
being able to reſiſt the ſpirit and wiſdom with 
Which he ſpake, they had recourſe to perſecution: 
| © nay, when his perſecutors could neither anſwer his 
arguments, nor endure: his expoſtulations, they 8 
gnaſhed” upon him with' their teeth, flopped their 
ears, and ſtoned him without delay. They, who 
' gladly received the word, had experienced a gracis 
ous change of heart by the power of the Holy Spi- 
rit: while the others were left, though furrounded 
with light, and tormented: with convittions, to the 
natural enmity of their proud and carnal minds.* 


The jailor at Philippi had cruelly abuſed Paul We 
and Silas, and had exceeded his commiſſion by 
thruſting them into the inner priſon, and making 
their feet faſt in the ſtocks; for he might have kept 
hem /afely, without all this ſeverity; and he had 
_ afterwards attempted to murder himſelf, But he 
was at length convinced, by means of what he heard 
and ſaw, that, theſe were the ſervants of the moſt 
high God, who ſhewed to men the way of ſalva- 
* tion.” Under this conviction, he called for a 
light, and ſprang in, and came trembling, and fell 
don before Paul and Silas: and in the firſt in- 
Aance, before he propoſed to them his ee 
enquiry, he brought them out of the ſtocks,“ an 
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he inner priſon, into ſome convenient place. The 
vent proved, that his convictions were produced 
»y the agency of the Holy Spirit: and the jailor's 


. 


- onduct manifeſted, that he was not merely terri- 
4 Need, but alſo humbled and forry for his ſins; and 
F ppecially that he heartily repented of the cruel 
- „en the priſoners had received from him, 
ds he made them all che amends of which the cir- 
= umſtances would then admit. This being done, 
y WF he cried out, Sirs, what muſt I do to be ſaved ? 
s and they anſwered, believe in the Lord Jeſus 


ö 
> 


* Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be faved.” And when they 
ad further inſtructed him and his family in the 
nature of Chriſtianity, he embraced that deſpiſed 
and perſecuted religion, profeſſed his faith by re- 
Peiving baptiſm, ventured all conſequenges in thus 
Lining himſelf to the hated ſect of the Chriſtians, 
y Whcwed: every kindneſs to Paul and Silas, and was ' 
lled with peace and“ joy in believing.” — This 
s a fair ſpecimen of the nature and tendency of 
hoſe convictions, by which ſinners are brought to 
believe in Chriſt. The jailoris faith was evidently 
onnected with repentance, of which he ſhewed 
Wome tokens and produced ſome fruits, before he 
nderſtood the goſpel plan of ſalvation, and when 
he had merely a general belief that he might be for- 


Wo > | 


given and ſaved. The further and more explicit 
5 Wcxerciſe of faith, when it was fixed on Chriſt the 
g aviour, worked by love of him and his ſervantss - 
, overcame the love of the world and the fear oH, 


roſs; and puriſied his heart from the pride, enmity, 
and ſelfiſhneſs which before had reigned there ith- 
er f 31 4 


ut controull. enn 


We read of another ſinner of high rank, before 
a Wwhom Paul, again a priſoner, reafoned of righ- 
* teouſnels, te ance, and a judgment to come.“ 
He alſo trembled: but the love of fin cauſed him 
to hate the light; and he ſent the ambaſſador of 
heaven, to the authority of whoſe meſſage his con- 
ſcience bore painful teſtimony, back to the dun- 

* n geon 
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geon, ſaying, Go thy way at this time, when [ 
© have a convenient opportunity, I will call for 
* thee., He hoped alfo'that money ſhould have 
' A been given him of Paul, that he might looſe him: 
w bereſore he ſent for him the oftener, and com- 
13 moaned wich him,—But after two years, Portius 


_— er the . lea ſure, left Paul bound. — 
does not appear, that before the memorable night 
of his converſion, the jailor was at alb better wif i. 4 

pooſed to Chriſtianity than Felix: they both were 

"convinced, and/trembled: but the former, was made 

er of an honeſt and good heart, by new-creat- 

ing grace, and the — of the word took root 

_ ſprang up, and brought forth fruit; while the latter 

_eontinued-carnal;:covetous, ſenſual, and at enmity 

 _" withGad, - notwithſtanding his tranſient alarm, when I 
: 2285 word of truth was nile in his ears.“ N 


When king Agrip wa lifened: to Paul's a 
| able defence, he was almoſt perſuaded: to be 
Cbriſtian: but worldly motives cloſed kts hear! 
_ the goſpel, and he: paths 3 Pein 
Chriſt and bis ſalvation. Lord e 
de heart of Lydia, batthe . to the 

* which were ſpoken of Paul.“ Now who cat 
| -  Houbt, but that there was an eſſential difference be. 

_ tween the heart which the Lord opened, and tha 

8 which ſin and ſatan cloſed.“ It is obſervable tha 
= th@ecvangelift, ſpeaking of our Lord's diſcourſe will 

i. diſciples, ſays, ben opened he their under. 
27 nn 5; that they might underſtand the ſcrip- 
tures.” — They had a heart to believe the truth, a 
far as they underſtood it: but various miſtakes, pte- 
_ gudices, and paſhons, prevented them from under- 
Randing many things of the greateſt importance, 
20 ee e this r b 3h 
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unbelievin Jeu * and for almoſt 1800 years th 
have Jeſpile , abborred, and blaſphemed the. Mei 
ſiah, to whom. their ſcriptures ſo fully bear teſtt- 
mony, and whom their. fathers. crueißied. Tbe 
Lond, hath, however, ſaid concerning them, III 
pour upon them the Spirit of grace and ſupplica- 
tion, and they ſhall look to me, whom they haye 
« pierced, and mourn.— Then the veil will be 
taken from their hearts, and they will become pe- 
nitent believers in the crucified Emmanuel: and will 
not this effect, wrought by the Spirit of grace, be 
of an holy nature? 417 27,21 \ ar To aa; - 
If our goſpel be hid, it is hid-unto them that ace 
& loſt; in whom the God of this. world hath blinded 
* the ropes "Ape an mg; mag. 577 2 be . 
0 the goſpel of the glory of Chriſt, ſhould ſhine 
* bon nem 4 * other hand, where the goſ- ; 
pel is truly believed. God Who commandeth the 
* light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined into 
'* the heart, to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt.3” That 
illumination which is the immediate cauſe of ſaying. 
faith in Chriſt particularly reſpects the heart, and pre- 
pares it for welcoming thoſe diſcoveries of the di- 
vine glory in the perſon and ſalvation of Chriſt, 
which the proud and carnal heart deſpiſes and hates; 
and which ſatan eſpecially hides from thoſe, who 


continue in unbelief. 


Y 54 4a ; . 


* Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, except a man 
* be Ying again he cannot '#: the wo of 
+ God.” ! Except he be born of water and of the 
„Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
* God.” —** That which is born of the fleſh is fleſh; 
and that which is born of the Spirit is ſpirit, “ 
Can any man ſavingly believe in Chriſt, before he 
is capable in the leaſt degree of perceiving the na- 
ture of the kingdom of Cod Aud is it not by fauk 
in Chriſt chat the ſinner ”_—_ into that kingdom?s | 

| 7 N The 


% 


2 Cor. iii. 15. YR x 2 Tech, xii, x0, * 


5 rom the ſume epiſtle will inform us: The preach- 


de crueſßed Saviour is fooliſhneſs, and who cannot 


. fſiſted between the believing and the unbelieving 


= vileges of his children: the latter notwithſtanding 


yo | SAVING/ rar IHE rer Patt Il. 
 *® Thematural man receiveth not the things of the 
* Spirit of God: for they are fooliſhneſs to him, 
„ neither dan he know them; becauſe tbeyare ſpi- 
das ritually diſcerned. be contraſt between the 
inataral mun and the ſpiritual man and indeed the 
hole context, fully proves, that the apoſtle ſpake 
ol an unregenerate perſon, one in a fate of. nature, 
Horn of the fleſh and not born of the Spirit: and 
would we know what things of the Spirit of- God 
are fooliſnneſs to ſuch a man; another citation 


© ing of the croſs is to them that periſh fooliſh. 
„ gels.“ And can he, to whom the doctrine of a 


" tyeceive'or-know-this doctrine and other truths con- 
netted with it, for want of ſpiritual diſcernment, be 
ut the ſame time a true believer in Chriſt? A dead 
= Faith; and a form of knowledge he may have: but 
aall beyond theſe belong to another ſtate of heart. 
+ 37 - 651 17187 | 14 1 14 : 


s many as received him, to them gave he 
. power to become the ſons of God, even to them 
tat believe in his name; which were—born of 

od. The concluding words point out the 

= -Tource and cauſe of that difference, which ſub- 


Jews. The former, ee been born of Cod, re- 
» ecived' Chriſt by living faith, and were by adoption 
admitted into the family of God, and to all the pri- 


their deſcent from Abraham, continuing unrege- 
nerate, rejected the promiſed Saviour, and were 
not owned as the children of God. I am aware, 
| that this text is confidently brought forward in 
proof, that faith precedes regeneration. I can, how- 
ever, have no hefitation in ſaying, that-if-it did 
ſupport that ſentiment, it would ſtand ſingle in 
Fcripture : and moreover, a careful conſideration 
of the paſſage and the context is ſufficient to evincs 


U 


4 x Cor. ii, 14. 3 . Cor. i; 18. 
Tx Vert John i. 11—13, 8 | 
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that this was by no means the evangeliſt's deſign . 
The nation of the Jews received not Chriſt, ben 
he came to them as: bis'own profeſſing people: but: 

2 remnant received bim, and were admitted to the 
privileges of the childten of God. This “rem 
© nant according to the election of- grace, were 
not diſtinguiſhed from others, by their deſcent from 
the patriarchs, by a more dacile:and' traftable na- 
Lk diſpoſition, or by the inclination; of parents, 
teachers, or others, reſpecting them: but by a ſa- 
per natural influence; they were born, not of blood 
« nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will ot man, 
„but of God.” Negeneration was the immediate - 
cauſe of their receiving Chriſt, and believing in his 
name; adoption into.God's family, with all its pri- 
vileges, was the effect; to which adoption of chil- 
« dren by Jeſus Chriſt, they had been predefiinated 
according to the good pleaſure of the will ok 
„God, to the praiſe of the glory of his grace.“ 
This accords with the language of the ſame apoſtle 
in another place, Wholoever believethithat Jeſus 

« 1s the Chriſt is: born of God.” — His faith is the 
effe4 and; evidence. of his regeneration; and not the 
arab 1t,—TFhis is generally allowed to be the 
caſe, where he ſays, every one thatloweth is horn 
of God;” and “ every one that doeth righteouſe 
* nes is born of God.“ And by what rule of in- 
terpretation do we reverſe: this order, when. the 
propaſi tion has reſpect to add? OO 


He that is dead in ſin can merely exerciſe à dead 
faith, and perform dead works: living faith can 
only be 8 of a living ſubject. And how can 
the dead faith of an unregenerate ſinner be the in- 
ſtrumental cauſe of divine life? ut it may be rea- 
dily underſtood, that, when the word of, truth ap- 
pears with convincing evidence to the natural under- 
ſtanding, and with alarming energy to the heart and 
conſcience; one man may be left under the power 
of his carnal enmity to reſiſt the light or to flee. 
. g F from 

4 Eph, i. 10. 4 I. Jolm ii. 29. iv. 7. V. I. 
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from it; While the heart of another, under the re- 
| N influences of the Holy Spirit, may be 
bdued, ſoftened, humbled; and dipole to re- 
ceive the truth in ſaith and love. Men who are 
dead in ſin may acquire much doctrinal knowledge, 
and have a natural conviction” that the goſpel is 
true; though their whole religion be a notion and 
Jorm, with à few tranſient emotions and affections: 
but; ſometimes while at a diſtance from inſtrutlion, 
When in urgent danger, or deep affliction, the 
Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus” takes poſſeſſion of 
their ſouls. Then the truths, before coldly aſſented 
to, are recollected and believed in a more cordial 
manner, and living faith begins to produce all its | 
genuine effects. This change of heart, I apprehend, Wh * 
Js called in the ſcripture, being born again, born of 
the Spirit, born of God, begotten of God; it is rege- 
neralion, the beginning ot ſanctification: and the 
liſe thus communicated, is not merely light in the 
underſtanding, but ſpiritual perception and ſenſi- 
bility in the judgment and conſcience, ſubmiſſion 
in the will, and holy love in the affections, though 
in a ſmall and feeble meaſure. As ne v- born babes 
Ldeſire the ſincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby.“ 456 py of 1 4 


Wben Apollos vifited Corinth, he © helped 
% them much, who had believed #krough new” 
The word grace may mean, either the ſpecial ſancti- 
Hing influences. of the Holy Spirit, or unmerited 
= mercy. If the jo rn UII be inſiſted on, 5 
= the apoſtle ſhall expound the paſſage: God who | 
„js rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith 
'* he loved us, even when we were dead in fins, | 
u hath quickened us together with Chriſt ;— | 
by grace ye are {aved.””* .** We ourſelves alſo | 
« were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, 
. *- ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, living in 
+4. malice and envy, hateful and hating one ano- 
ther. But after that the kindneſs and — 


. 
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of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not 
« by works of righteouſneſs which we have _— 2 
but according to his mercy, he /aved us, by the . 
« waſhing: of regeneration, and renewing of te Ho- 
« by — 3 which he ſhed. on us abundantly 
% throu eſus Chriſt our Saviour; that, being 
« Juſt: 4 0 s grace, we ſhould be made heirs 
accòrding to the hope of eternal life. Ac- 
cording to the s view in theſe paſſages, 
the firſt effect of the Lord's ſpecial love to 
thoſe — dead in /in e e. _— 
luſts, conſiſts in quicken regenerating 
_ and they are . that they may be 3 
juſtified, by Nr 4 capable of exereiſing living 
faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, pi Ole 


10 te 
When the goſpel was preached at Antioch; 

the hand of the Lord was with them, (both the 
teachers and their auditories,) and a great num. 

« ber believed, and turned to the Lord.. By the 
regenerating power of the Holy Spirit the dead in 
fin were made alive to God; in conſequenee of 
this: they believed in Chriſt, and turned to the 
Lord as his worſhippers and ſervants.— Here the _ 
diſtinction between regeneration” and converſion; 
though often treated as ſcholaſtieſ and ſubtile; ought 
to be noted. We are paſſive in receiving divine 
life, though it may be communicated while ve are 
uſing the appointed- means, or beſtowing muell 
diligence from mere ſelfiſh principles, and in 4 
formal manner: but we are active, in turning to 
the Lord by true repentance and faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt... The former is regeneration the latter con- 
ver/ion: and it has principally ariſen from the dif- 
regard of this obvious, and L muſt add important 
diſtinction, (important to accurate views and juſt 
reaſoning in controverted ſubjefts,) that many have 
ſpoken of regeneration as the effe&inftead of the . 
immediate cauſe of faith: for it cannot be denied 
that converſion, the ſoul's active turning itſelf to 
2 1 -R 3 a 1 the 
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the Lord, is always the effect of faith, in ſome of 
Ats exerciſes, and generally of explicit faith in 

Chriſt ; but then regeneration precedes both, it be- 


ing the cauſe and ſource of them; as life precedes 
All kinds of vital motion. METALS op 


have planted,” (ſays the apoſtle,) * and 
Apollos watered : but God gave the increaſe.” 
No wiſdom of words or excellence of ſpeech ; no 
full and faithful declaration of the truth; no clear 
- * explanations, concluſive arguments, or apt illuſ- 
_ trations; no eloquent addreſſes to the paſhons, or 
ſolemn appeals to the conſcience; no alluring re- 
Preſentation of the Saviour's compaſſion and love; 
no urgent perſuaſions or alarming expoſtulations; 
No power of truth forcing itfelf upon the under- 


= Fanding; no undeniable miracles wrought before 


men's eyes, or even on their perſons; no, not even 
the gift of miracles itſelf, can prevail with an un- 
Tegenerate finner- to welcome the humbling hol 
© falvation of the goſpel. His carnal mind will, af- 
ter all, be enmity againſt God:“ and as it is not, 
and cannot be ſubject to the law; ſo it will cer- 
tainly eicher rejett or abuſe the goſpel, which was 
Eexpreſsly intended to“ magnify the law and make 
it honourable.” *: Do we make void the law 
through faith? God forbid; yea we eſtabliſh the 
4% law.” A dead faith, a preſumptuous confi- 


= , * dence, ſelfiſh affections, and formal worſhip and 


obedience is the ſum total, which can be produced 
Without, Or Pr evious to, regeneration. a : 


: * 2 


God commended his love to us, in that while 
* we were yet ſinners Chriſt died for us.” —** God 

« was in Chriſt reconciling the world unto him- 

* ſelf,” Thus the way of reconciliation was opened. 
He ſent his ambaſſadors of peace, and by them be- 

- Jought us to be reconciled to God: thus the way of 
reconciliation was made manifeſt to us. He rege- 
nerated our ſouls; and then we repented, believed, 


ä * dtd. 6. © friends 
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friends of God; and now may we adopt the apoſ- 
tle's words: If when we were enemies, we Were 
„ reconciled to God by the death of his Son; much 
% more being reconciled we ſhall be ſaved "i 
„life.“ “' You, who were ſame tame, aliena 


character, in reſpect of the ſame perſons when ali- 
enated from God, and when afterwards reconciled 
to him. AI Cit <4 wn 


The roud and carnal enemy of God may trein- 
ble, fee el pangs of conviction, feign ſub» 
miſſion, and even yield a forced and unwilling ſub- 


be filled with anguiſh and horror, and in this ſtate 


of alarm may cry for mercy, and ſeem willing to 


accept of it in any way the Lord pleaſes: but he 
cannot cordially allow the ju/ticeot the ſentence he 
would deprecate ; and therefore his reliance on 
mercy can be only pretended. He is burdened with 
dread of puniſument, but not with 


a /en/e of guilt ; 
for 2 implies the deſert of puniſiment: but the 
per 


ed to excuſe and 


on of whom we ſpeak, is diſpo 


palliate his fins, and to give intimations that he 
35 ftri& and its ſentence }. * 


thinks the law unreaſon 
needleſsly ſevere.— Vou may indeed delineate a 


character of God ſuited to the tate of his heart, and 


frame a goſpel ſoothing to his ſelf- love: but he 


cannot but be at enmity againſt an infinitely holy 
and juſt God, and his ſpiritual and perfett law ; and 

the goſpel of Chriſt likewiſe muſt be his averſion, 

_ unleſs miſrepreſented or miſunderſtood. —Even the 


ſenſe of danger in this caſe ſoon wears off; (unleſs 


it terminate in black deſpair :) * There is no fear of 
God before his eyes.” He feels not the load of his 
Ains in an humbling, wearying, and : abiding man- 


ner. He is ſpiritually dead, and incapable of ſpi- 
xitual perception and diſcernment. But regenes 


- Rom, Ys I—I1, 4.3 2 Col, i. 20. 1 8 


7 14 
9 916 


by his 
and 
 & enemies in your minds by wicked works, yet naw/ 
% hath he reconciled.* ” Thus carefully does the 
5 mark the diſtinction of time as well as of 


miſſion, as Pharaoh did. He may perceive danger, 
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new him his refu ge, as ſ 


Chriſt and a lively hope of ſalvation; yet in fact 
that ate and "ye of bart, which diſposes a man 
|" to e 
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 andaffeftions.—In 


; „ word 29 
and commandments of God; and his own charafter 
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ration renders the heart ſuſceptible of other ſeeli ngs 
ion as the new-born babe, 
by one] as drinking in the ſincere milk of the 

ecomes acquainted with the perfections 


and fituation, guilt o preſſes his conſcience, and 
manently-burdens his heart; except as the know. 
or the * goſpel & ives him relief. Now he groans 
—— he fears, mourns, 

and fr in a confuſed manner hopes for mercy, 


| even if his acquaintance with the truth be very de- 
| | fethive:- nor will he any more find reſt to his ſoul, 


till he come to Chriſt for it, whatever methods he 
may. try for that purpoſe; Perhaps the Lord may 


guilt and d N * he ſoon has peace 


| * and joy in beheving.” —Nay it ſometimes hap. 


ns, that a man is taught the nature and glory of 
the. . and the way of ſalvatiog, which it re. 
veals, even before he has diftind and deep views of 


. his own exceeding ſinfulneſs: and then all other 


holy diſpoſitions ſeem to be ſubſequent to faith in 


true goſpel, eſſentially implies the 
exiſtence and- amen * of all cone e 
affeions. 1 * 


Theſe caſes occur wo frequently during great 
een 


rivals of religion, or among thoſe who have 


eviouſly well inſtrufted in evangelical truth: 
| 3 we ſhould be careful not to limit the Lord, 
when we hear of ſudden converſions in other cir. 
cumſkances.— The tree mut be known «A its fruits. 


F On other oecakions an ignorant or careleſs-tri- 
Mer, a ſelf righteous phariſee, a prejudiced heretick, 


2 man rivetted in error by © ſcience falſely ſo 


called,“ a ſcoffing infidel, or even a. daring 


blaſphemer, is made a partaker of ſpiritual life; 
andthe 2 ſees good to lead him by flow degrees 


to the wiedge of the txuth.. Such an one now 


N 
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as he-diſcovers his 
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trembles and hopes alternately.” He ſearches the _ 
ſcripture, and beſeeches God to ſhew him the way» * 
of Den: yet he ſtrives againſt convittion, and 
his prejudices exclude the light which ſhines around 
him. He afts conſcientiouſly, and obeys in diff 
cult circumſtances, from a general belief of God's: 
word, and reliance on his promiſes: yet he knows 
but little of the truth, and does not perceive in 
what way nner may truſt in the Lord, and e.. 
pet promiſed bleſſings from him. He tries to ef-. 
tabliſh his own rigbteouſneſs: but - increaling 
knowledge and ſpiritual perception fruſtrate all his 
attempts, and prolong his uneaſineſs and remorſe. 
He would fain make ſome compromiſe, and retain 
at leaſt his on foundation: but he is driven from 
one falſe refuge after another; till he is ready to 
give up all hope. He has perhaps long conſidered 
the preachers and profeſſors of evangelical truth, 
as either deluded enthuſiaſts, or artful deceivers's; 
and is therefore cautious to'exceſs;' He has been 
accuſtomed to regard the doctrine of tree ſalvation; 
as unfavourable to perſonal holineſs ; and cleafer 
- diſcoveries of the divine purity and juſtice mcreaſe 
his aſſurance that true religion mult be practical, 
and produce obedience and conformity to God: 
yet he has not hitherto underſtood the ſanctifying 
tendency of the goſpel.— He feels, however, 
owerful attraction to the Saviour, as the centre 
and reſt of his ſoul, and he imperceptibly verges 
towards him; though nothing can be more con- 
trary than this, to the former diſpoſition and expe- 
rience of his heart. After many fluctuations there- 
fore, he at length 1s 98 to underſtand and be- 
lieve the teſtimony of God concerning his Son, and 
to perceive the nature, ſuitableneſs, and glory of 
his ſalvation. Then his difficulties vaniſh ; in ad- 
miring and ary love and gratitude, with Tho- 
mas, he acknowledges the Saviour as his Lord and 
his God; and.“ counts all things but loſs for the 
_ © excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt,” and the 
bleſſings he is exalted to beſtow, 75 
| 7, 1 = This 
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mroce of Truth, an Authentic Narrative, John i, 2, 


— 


— 


pendious ſtatement of the author's 
own experience, during the courſe of about two 
years.;: as he has elſewhere more fully: related it: 
and: he: cannot doubt, but there was liſe, ſpiritual 
perception; reverence. of God's authority, earneſt 
defires ob happii 

ings after hotinel 
divine 


els, and a general reliance on the 
way Bree faithfulneſs, during that whole 
5: at ſomietimes as vigorous, as any he hay 


| | 2 4 d; 

. nme He has likewiſe met with ſe. 
yerakathers, ho have been led in a fimilar way. 
27-7 4k. 3&4 a | „ 


__ .- Fheexamples of Nicodemus of Joſeph of Arima- 


then, and even of the apoſtles themſelves, exhibit 
fomething of the ſame kind: for previous to our 
Bord's reſurrettion, none of theſe ſeem to have be- 
lieved:! more concerning him; than many nominal 


Ohriſtians now do; only they“ believed wilſ the heart, 


and ſo their faith influenced their practice. Was 
not Peter alive to God, when Chrift ſaid, Bleſ- 


| {ed art thou Simon Barjonas; for fleſh and 
blood hath not revealed this unto thee, but my 
|  S) Father which is in heaven? Vet the doctrine 


of our Lord's crucifixion, which we deem eſſential 
to the goſpel, was an offence to him, as well as to 


t other apoſtles. If it be faid, they were uns 
der a peculiar diſpenſation: let it be alſo allowed, 


that others may be under a fimilar N 


vx The doftrine of the Meſſiah's expiating the fins o 
Þ bipeopiety bis We gd deat wm plainly 


h revealed in the old Teſtament : John Baps 

mY ave clear intimations of it *, and _ Chriſt him« 
> 

diſciples. prevented them from receiving it; and 

he did not ſee good at once to remove thoſe preju- 


| | Gdices— We ſhould ſcarcely allow any one to be a 


une 'believer-in Chriſt, if he did not avow a de- 
pendence on his blood for: the pardon of ſin: yet 


5 ue foregoing facts demonſtrate that living fazth . 


way 


» © 


{s in his favour and ſervice; longs 


gently taught it: yet the prejudices of his 
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hen he feared God wh all his houſe, 
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| "rays that precede the, riling of the ſun, come as 
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may exiſt, in certain — en 
pendence i is not exerciſed. 7351 


Cornelius was n . -eitwat wk, 


ave 
40 much alms to the people, and pray 428 | 
« way:” and when the angel ſaid, Thy prayers 
% and-thine alms are come up for a memorial be- 
fore God.“ Vet. Peter was ſent to tell him 
« words, whereby he and his houſe might beJav- 
ed.“ — Perhaps Foy is no /yſtem, for which men 
pertinaciouſiy contend, chat will in all N co 
inc ide with this inſtance * e 


| 4-4 
Should it be enquired, a would 1 of 
ſuch a man, as has been quickened from the death 
of ſin, if he ſhould die before he actually believed 
in Chriſt ? not to inſiſt on the abſurdity of the 
ſuppoſition thus ſtated, which implies, that God in 
ea ove had begun a good work in a ſinner's 


heart, and had been prevented by his deach from 


accomplifhin that _—_— purpoſe! - 1 cannot | 
heſitate in anſwering dizettly to the point, thar-he 
would certainly go 5 eaven. I apprehend, that 
Whatever comes from the regenerating” Spirit of © 
Chriſt is accepted through the merits and mediation © 


/ Ckriſt.—Infants, bein ng by nature the children 


* of wrath even as others,” cannot be meet for hea- 
ven without regeneration; yet they are mcapable , 
of exerciſing faith: but as they fell in the firſt” 
Adam without their own actual ſin, they may 


doubtleſs be ſaved in the ſecond Adam TO _ 
—_ beheving in him. e 


No reflecting and candid perſon will kinds; 


chat this doctrine repreſents the ſinner as bring- 


ing —_— of his 5 own to Chriſt, inſtead: of re- 


4 all fröm him: for He is not only the 
AY but the TRUTH, and the LIFE alfo. The 
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4 SAVING FAITH THE EFFECT [Part II. 
__certaifhly from it, as thoſe which follow. Chriſt is 
exalted, not only to +387 ee ee penitent 


N 
* 
| 
; 
{| 
K 
| 
4 


ration for the reſt. 


Of his own will begat he us with the Word of 
Truth, —* Being born again, not of corruptible 
© ſeed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
„ yhich hveth and abideth for ever.—And this is 
the word, which by the goſpel is Preached unto 
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and believing, but likewiſe togive both repentance 
and faith. We have 2 | IT 

or /piritual ability to believe in Chriſt, than we 
have to fulfil the whole law: and the life commu- 
nicated by his Spirit, which diſpoſes and enables us 
to welcome Him, as made of God unto us, 


e wiſdom, . righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and re. 


+ demption,” is itſelf the purchaſe of his blood, and 
the fruit of his interceſſion “ The ſalvation of. the 


_ + righteous is of the Lord:“ but he works in a 


- 


certain order, and makes ſome of his gifis a prepa- 


* „ou.“ They who have attempted to explain 


- away theſe texts, have deviated from ſcriptural ſim- 


plicity: and ſhould we attempt to ſhew ie manner, 
in which the Holy Spirit uſes the word of truth in 


5 8 we ſhould fall into a ſimilar fault. 


e know not what 4% is, or how it is communi- 


_ cated. We cannot explain the manner, in which 
animals or vegetables are produced according to the 


courſe of nature: how then can we comprehend the 


operation of God in the new- creation? Where the 


truths of the ſcripture are preached, or in any way 


- attended to; there ſinners are regenerated : where 


theſe truths are wholly-unknown or diſregarded, we 
do not find any ſuch effects produced. This ſuffices 


to dire& our conduct: but if we depend on the 


means, or aſcribe the effect to them, we may expect 


_ diſappointment. * : 


| . Manis capable of underſtandin remembering, 
reflecting, hoping, fearing, and all other exerciles 


James i. 18, 1 Pet. l. 2325 


y no more à moral 
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Sekt. II. or REGEN ERATION»: GL 
of an intelligent mind, even while- deſtitute of hi 
ritual perception. The word of God is addreſſed 
to his nnderſtanding; heart, and conſcience: and in 

neral, even when it forces the aſſent of the un- 
7 „and the conſcience. is diſquieted, the 
heart IE and, in one form or other, manifeſts. 
its averſion to it. Let in ſome inſtances this aver- 
ſion ſub ſides, nay a ſtate of the affections diametri- 
cally oppoſite takes place, This effect ſhould be 
aſcribed to divine grace: but in mat way the Holy 
Spirit uſes the, truch to effect this change ; ot ho 
far that faith, of which natural men are capable, 
may in ſome caſes be rendered ſubſervient to it, the 
ſeripture does not ſay, and we, are incompetent to 
determine. It is, however, neceſſary to obſerve, 
that we are ng here, in the oracles of God, ſaid to 
be regenerated Hy faithi; though it will be ſhewn in 
the ſequel that We are ſanctiſied by fait. 


* . 221 enn 16340 i 114.4 3 
Adam, created after the image of God in holi- 
neſs, was capable of changing, and becoming un- 
- holy, uit lilout any paſitive divine interpoſition. Sa- 
7 tan s inſinuations, therefore, might, When believed, 
n produce iy their awn n image in the ſoul: 
bet ſurehy man had begun 10 fall at the moment 
i- when he favourably Jiſtened to the temptation; his 

belief of Satan's lies was W2ched in itſelf, as well as 
ic the principle of his ſubſeguent wickedneſs. But 
ie fallen man has no natural diſpoſition to believe the 
18 holy truth of God: the progreſs therefore of ſang- 
y WW tification may be-aſcribedgo the energy of faith, by 
re which the Spirit carries on his work of renovation; 
ve but the diſpoſition / to believe, as to be influenced 

by it n is 27/clf the effect of ſpecial 
N and the beginning of the ſinner's recovery 
om his fallen eſtate. 1 . int 


- : * 
4 i * 
2 1 


Under the notion, that faith precedes and 25 the 
ſubordingte,cauſe of regeneration, ſchemes are formed 
concerning the beſt manner of preaching, and the 
ſubje&s principally: to he inſiſled on, in ordet to 
. 9 G ; praduce_ : 


63 SAVING Airs THE Ervtcr [Part. II. 
produce this ative principte in the hearts of unre- 
a — men! And thofe parts of ſcripture are 
commonly ſelected, which ſpeak moſt fully of evan- 
gelical ſubjects; under the perſuaſion, that a fa- 
vourable opinion of the divine character, and an 
encouraging hope of mercy, have a tendency to 
ace a right temper of mind, and to reconcile 
the heart to God! But ſurely ſach perſons forget, 
that all unregenerate men are carnally minded, and 
cat the carnal mind is enmity againſt God; "againſt 
his true claracter, (and not againſt a miſtaken idea 
of him;) and againſt his purpoſes and dealings re- 
ing bis creatures! The «unkoly heart irrecon- 
Sadly hates the holy perfeftions of the Lord, and 
whatever bears the ftamp of his hohneſs ; and can- 
not poſſibly be pleaſed wich à holy goſpel. If 
the infinite juſtice and holineſs of God, and his 
determination to take yengeance on all the work - 
ers of iniquity, be kept out of fight; if his hol 
law be either mifrepreſented, as to its demands 
and ſanftion, or ſpoken of as unreafonably tritt and 
ſevere; and if the goſpel! be conſidered as a kind 
of compenſation for the ri of the law, that it 
might be diſpenſed with and ſet aſide, inſtead of 
being honoured and eftabliſhed;—then indeed unre - 
generate ſinners may” be perſuaded to embrace the 
yew, to preſume on God's mercy, and experi- 
= ence a variety of high; ſelfiſh, and tranſient affec- 
b tions. They will however continue unregenerate, 
and as much at enmity with the holy character, 
law, goſpel, and ſervice of the one, living, and true 
God, as ever: and more ſcriptural views of theſe 
ſubjeRs will moſt cry and effectually deſtroy 
all their good frames, and call forth all the latent 
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S enmity and rebellion of the heart, which were 
= Apcrely ſoothed and humoured, inſtead of being de · 
= throned and crucifhed. „„ 
N | RIES, ny Ay 
was,“ ſays. the apoſtle, alive without the 
% Jaw once: but when the commandment came, 
s fin revived and 1 died.” I through the law 
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am dead to the lav, that I might live unto God“ 
Fot by the ork ore L | pt yr In 

neral the holy law of in 
= dada f extent, excelleney, and 
aweſul ſanction, is the moſt eſſeſtual met of 
bringing ſinners to renounce every kind of ſelf. 
conkdence, and to feel their need of Chriſt and 
his ſal vation: but the moral preaching, which is 
commonly called legal, is widely different both in 
its nature and tendency. It by no means exhibits 
the aveſul, perfect, and glorious law of God, ** the 
„ miniſtration of condemnation,“ to honour win 
the eternal Son of the Father became incarnate 


was obedient even umo the death uponthe croſs: on 


the contrary it calls men to praftiſe duties, accord. 
ing to a narrow, ſcanty, imperfett, and indetermi- 
nate rule; which conlequently leads to ſelf co 
placency and contempt of d Let an 
man thoroughly preach the holy law of God, wi 
cloſe application io the conſcience, and a fair de- 
claration of the ſinner's condition according to it: 
and if he do not diſcover and preach the goſpel too, 
be will ſoon deſpair himſelf, and drive a hO re- 
gar him to deſpair likewiſmmme .. 
a d 
Sometimes, however, the Hob Spirit leads the 
ſinner at once to the croſs of Chriſt, and in that one 
object news him both his guilt and his redemp- 
tion. Here too he learns the glory of the law t- 
ſelf, with the evil and deſert of tranſgreſſont 
but he cannot, by contemplating that ſingſe object, 
learn all the particular requirements of the law of 
clearly diſcover in what reſpett be needs repett 
tance, forgiveneſs, and divine grace to enable him 
10 walk in newnefs of life.“ The whole word 
of God ſhould therefore be preached, and ul 
his Whole counſel declared; in proportion as the 


miniſter is enabled to get acquainted with it, 


and as the people are able to receive it: and then 
the Lord will bleſs what part of truth he ſees good. 
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| another; are firſt made effe al to impreſs the 
minds of finners with falutary convictions.. 
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6} --savinc rAIrRH TRT Trrrcr Part II. 
Neither” law nor goſpel, precepts nor dofifines, 
threatenings nor promiſes, will change men's hearts 
or produce true faith, without che life giving pow: 
er of the Spirit. The ſame view of the divine per- 
fections, and government is ſet before us in every 

of ſcripture, when rightly underſtood: and facts 
— that ſometimes one part, and ſometimes 
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It is argued, that faith in Chriſt muſt precede re- 


tion. becauſe ſpiritual life ſprings from union 
Chriſt, and faith is the principle of our union 


him. But I apprehend: that this argument 


gene 


with 


nas no ſolid ground to reſt upon. The Holy Spirit 


ii the Lie or animating ſoul of that Body, of 
which Chriſt is the Head. The Spirit: of life in 
Chriſt ſeſus quic kens the dead in ſin: thus they 
ate made alive/to God, and by this umilting 1 
and Agent they become ſpiritually one with Chri 

as living by his life, even before they have expli- 
cit knowledge of him. He that is joined to the 


_ *Lordgls one ſpirit:“ „By, one. Spirit ve are 
_ 4 all baptized into one body. We become alive 


to God, not e, apprehending Chriſt, but by 
his apprehending' us; and in cbnſequence are 
brouglit to believe in his name. 80 that living 
faith in Chriſt is the ſedt and not the cauſ of 


our union with him; if we ſpeak of the ſubjetct 
in an exadt argumentative manner. Faith conſti- 


tutes our relation to Chriſt, as made the righ- 
*<, teoulneſs of God in him:“ and till we are 
donſcious oft expliritly bhelicuing in him, for all the 
purpoſes of ſalvatign we cannot warrantably take 


any comfort from an union with him, of Which we 


have not the proper evidence: and as this is the 


Wo caſe, we may, and do, ſpeak of faith as uniting us 
| to Chriſt; when diſcourſing in à popular ſtyle. 


But this differs widely from making the ſentiment 
the baſis of an argu vadduced to confirm... a 


fHobtrine repugnant to the sonſtant tenor of the 


lx ſcripture. _ * Of Him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, 


e ,,, e p  e nD 


a 


cd % N 6 


*onſolaion 


$e@. 11] or CEN Arto. Of 
4 whoowf God is made unto us, Wiſdom; Righte- 


4+ ouſneſs, Sanftification, and Redemption.“ Even 
the wiſdom, by which we were taught to count all 


but loſs for Chriſt, was derived from Chriſt by the 


- 2 a 


ſpecial, . of that Spirit, by whom we are baptize | 


ed into him, and are One with him.— Shall we then 
ſubſtitute the faith of an unregenerate {inner as the 


uniting principle between Chriſt and the ſoul; in- 


Head of the divine Spirit,“ without nem man 
n er rg er c 


46 Bernd ye ure ſons, God bath ene f forth * 


Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying Abba, 
parallel texts evidently re- 


Father.“ This and 
fer, not to regeneration, but to that holy joy and 
3 in God as a Father, by Which“ the 
„Holy Spirit witneſſes with our ſpirits that we 
* zre * hildren of God; and which are con- 
netted with the lively exerciſe of all other filial af. 
fections.—It will hardly be maintained, that we 
are actually the children of God, revious to re- 
generation; whatever may have been the- ſeeret 
purpoſes or predeſſination of God reſpecting our Tus 
ture adoption into his family: but we mult be the 


children of God in very deed, when the "Spirit | 


of adoption witneſſes that we are ſs; for he bears 
witneſs to nothing but the truth. Indeed. the ex- 


preflion, ** Becauſe > ye are ſons,” *itlearly marks 


this diſtinction: and the ſame view of the ſubje& | 


is given us, When our Lord ſays to his diſeiges 
$1 EO commandments; and TI will 
pray the Father, and he {hall give you another 
Ve Comforter, that this may abifſe with you for 


*. %⁰,Eü The apoſtles were certainly regenerate, 


-when theſe words were addre ſſed to 4 ; and in- 
deed the ſuppolition of loving Criſt and heeping his 
<ommandaments, as belonging veviouſſy to the ie 
rafter 115 the © perſons addrefled, is deciſive on that 
point: « of te Sy evidently: refers to the holy 
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1 lobe xiv 


the * and not to his miracu- 


. 


= 


©. vinced that the ſcriptures are divinely inſpired, and 


Saile rAITH//THE EFFECT [Part II. 
Jous powers. This may: ſuffice: to ſhew, that the 
denptures which mention the Spirit of adoption, as 
given ſubſequent to faith, being the witneſs, ſeal 
earneſt; and firſt- fruits, of our bleſſedneſs, as the 
children of God, can by no means be applied to 
. ³ ¹ ˙⅛ T˙x ˙ rr 
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1 7: rf in ein fit nne 
Ihe ſcriptures indeed ſpeak of thoſe who believe 
mat in Chriſt, as under wrath and dead in fin : but 
theſe declarations can only be confidered as genera! 
truths, which muſt be explained by the conſtant 
4enor:of holy writ; ' If any perſon perſiſt in reject- 
Ang Chriſt and his ſalvation, after a fair opportunity 
ol hearing the goſpel; he is no doubt dead in ſin, 
and the Wrath of abideth on him. He does 
not truly believe any part of divine truth; but reſts 
Jatisfed with forms, notions, or mere morality: he 
A a leli-confident, Phariſee, a {elf-wiſe Sadducee, a 
ame-lerying:Herodian, or a Gallio who careth for 
None of theſe things. | Hime #igw net 
>&f FD&E4 $D64 1557347 - [: Ge}: Lo rt >YÞ $15 514 ni 
But ſuppoſing the Bible put into a man's hand, 
Along wich the evidence of it's being a divine reve- 
lation; no warranted concluſion can be drawn as to 
* the Nate of his mind, while he is employed dili- 
gentliy in examining the ſubject; or till it appear 
Mhether he is diſpoſed to welcome or reject the ſal- 
vation of Chriſt. Even if a man be previouſly con- 


iſpoſed to believe the record of God which they 
contain; he will require ſome time to diſcover 
the truth as it is in Jeſus, in order that he may 
explicitly believe in him: unleſs he be taught by 
immediate inſpiration, and not by the ordinary in- 
Nuences of the Holy Spirit-accompanying the dih- 

ent uſe of inſtituted means. Should the goſpel] be 


heard with the docility of a little child; time muſt 


be allowed the hearer to compare the inſtructions of 
the preacher with the infallible ſtandard of divine 
truth ; that he may kno of the doctrine, whe- 
aber it be vi God, or whether men ſpeak of _—_ 
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Sea. II. or REGEN ERATION# +> Of 
« ſelves.” ., This was the conduct of the Bereans, 
Theſe were more noble, than thoſe in Tbeſſalo- 
nica, in that they received the word with all e. 
dineſs of mind, and ſearched the ſcriptures dai, 
„whether thoſe things were ſo. Therefore many 
* of them believed.“ Their attention, teachable- 
neſs, impartiality, diligence, and willingneſs to be 
determined by the oracles of Sade gen e be 
honeſt, and good heart, which ſuits the good word of 
the Kingdom; and chis di ſtingui ſhed them eſſentially 
from prejudiced and obſtinate deſpiſers and ꝓe 
cutors of the apoſtles, who perſiſted im contradict- 
ing and blaſpheming-. } 4 FB «4 's 349 4454 : 
. 195 Hb re 016 bp tut vigil een 
The Lord ante der ere enen, ſituations 
and of widely diſſimilar characters; and he leads 
hem in a vaſt variety of ways: ne 
all in his appointed time; to count all things but loſa 
that they may win Chi ſt.— So long, therefore, as 
men negleft this great ſalvation, we muſt continue 
to warn. them, hat he who helieveth not the 8 
© of, God mall not ſee life; but the rath of G 
abideth upon him. In popular addreſſes it is by 
no means expedient to make many fliſtinctions x 
ceptions, or; limitations: yet is it of -great-canſs- 
quente that the publick teachers of religion hau 
themſelves be familiarly acquainted: with ſuch; dif. 
tinctions as are 1p ghana and then they will fo 
kane. the ſimpleſt general truths. as not to com 
tradict the deepeſt parts of heayenly wiſdom; ,whzoln 
* are ſtrong meat, belonging to thoſe, that aug of 
age, even ſuch as by. realon of age (have their 
'+* ſenſes exerciſed, to diſcern, both good and evil” 
Nay, if men (as one well obſerves,) will n 
* 111; they muſt be oppoſed by thole ho diſtingui 
better, and not by ſuch who do not diſtinguiſh at 
all If any one ſhould attempt to expound certain 
precepts of our Lord's ſermon on the mount, in an 
unqualified and unlimited ſenſe, and to deduce the 
of 


utmoſt praftical, conſequences. from them: e 
Jolid divine would proteſt againſt ſuch a m 
i N Inte Pre 
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1 ſhew it to be contradiftory to other 

of {cri —— and juſtly remark — thoſe ex- 
— reſtriftions muſt be admitted, Which 
per cron ſenſe could not fail to fuggeſt, and which 
needed not be particularized in a publick diſcourſe, 
And ovght not the ſame rules of interpretation to 


be adopted, when declarations, ſuch as have been 
; wonfidleted, are made-in a 


ral manner? Cer. 
mainly they ought; otherwiſe the ſcriptures muſt 
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hat they knew not; I will lead them 0 
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There may 105 a ſpark, or a FACS 


ny 


Where nothing but — and death are diſcern- 


Able by 


us: and we ſhould remember, to copy him, 
who „it not quench the ſmoking flax, nor break 
the bruiſed reed. The — the juſt is like 
* the ſhining light, which ſhineth more and more 
* unto the Ade „ A ray of light breaks in 
upon the e we ef entire darkneſs, and im- 


; Re nt. diminiſhes the gloom: hut eoming from 
e ſun, it indicates his * — and will continue 


t advance till it arrive at the full blaze of _ 
On you that fear my name, ſhall the Sun of ri 
— oufneſs ariſe, with aling in his wings... 

&« ſhall ye know; if ye follow on to 2 the Lord; 
2 r going forth is prepared as the morning. If 
* any man will do the will of God, he ſhall know of the 


— goktrine whether it be of God, or whether I ſpeak 


* gf of wyſelf.“ * Twill brin the blind by -a way 
paths, 
which thi Have not known; Iwill make dark- 
*\nefs light before them, and crooked thingsſtrait.“ 

e and ſimilar p Mages in feripture naturally 

{ us to confider'the work of God, n 


inner unto himſelf, by Chriſt the hving Way, as 


very gradual, in many inſtances at leaſt: and they 
no means accord to the opinion, that a man con- 
nue abfofutely* dead in fin, till After he has come 
enk, and Ras explicit knowledge o of — 
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ſaith in him jo dr even, as ſome ſtate it a full aſſur- 
ance af un interbſt ah his lalvation. F116 et 
bow v1 ont ood vir on wn a5w Sno WF. -: 
The newborn infant inflinttibely craves theimitk 
of the breaſt, though incapable of underſtanding the 
nature of its wants and deſires : but various circum. 
flances may retard its actual ſatisfattion in the 
wholeſome nutriment provided for it. Thus the 
new - burn babe, in the ſpiritual world, feels a ſtron 
deſire after the ſincere milk of the word, and often 
ſcarcely knows hat he wants or ſeeks after: bt 
the ſalvation of Chriſt alone carr give him ſatisfao- 
tion; and whatever may hinder his progreſs, he will 
Alllcontinue ubeaſy, and enquiring, till brought to 
live explicithy by faith in the Son of GOod- Then 
he will ſeek no further, except to ſecure and +4 
the lacielying ble bags he has diſcovered.” - 
4} 655: IG. , TESEE 196 1 n 12 i» 3+ 1 11 . sn q 
bas Ry 4.3 SEC T. 10 N I. 18 1 5 200 L 
1 811 18 1 as TELLS "524k 
Saving! Faith ways..actompa by : other t 
il t iti Hentially, We 5 1543 
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No man ever yet wist believed in Chri, 4 
without, ſome meaſure ob. kumzlration for in: Where 
* is totally wanting, a profeſſor» of the göſpel, 
4 1 33 ww flayiſh AN have been 
ucceeded by comforts, is a mere — 
hearer, and hes 20 root in himſelfi 50 a 
careleis ſinner, or a proud deſpiſer of the goſpel, is 
brought. with down. caſt eyes, to ſmite on his 
breath and from his inmoſt ſoul to cry, Gd be 
Amergiful tome a ſinner;“ he cartalnly thus f; 
manifeſts a igt ſpirit In reſpect of the 
alluded to, tbe; queſtion, ee 100pl the. Phariſge 
Sꝓroudly aſlumed ep, bs own _— 
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-q . what the publican humbly conſeſſed oſ his on fin. 
ſulneſs: but, Whether the humble conſeſhion of 
the one was not intrinſically better, than the proud 
boaſtiags of the other ? And whether che publican's 
4elf-abaking cry ſor mercy was not an exerciſe of 
true holineſs 7 That it ſprang: from humility and 
-Contrition, and was not extorted by mere terror, our 
Lord himſelf teſtißes; I tell yon, that this man 
vent down to his houſe juſtified rather than the 
„other: for every one that humbleths % {hall 
ebe exalted. ! This teſtimony ought indeed to be 
. decifive; for it is evident that Chriſt intended td 
deelate true humility to be an inſeparable attendant 
on juſtifying: faith, even in its feebleſt and moſt dil. 
 Pouraged apphcations for pardoning mercy, 


one 2160442 * 4 we 1 4 5 22 
* The Phiariſee did not arrogate- the honeur of 
making himſelf to differ from other-men ; at leaſt 
the words aſcribed to him imply the contrary: and 
indeed the fame is obſervable in the language of 
many who are notorious for ſpiritual Ae, But 
he preſumptuouſly deemed bhimſelf eminent in ho- 
lineſs, when he was altogether unholy; and eſta- 
Bliſhed 3 full favour * God, 8 he 

en entirely eſtrangett. If a man ſay, God 
= -* thank- thee for giving me Aber ance, 
= _ * andnewnels of heart; and then rely on theſe ſup- 
2 endowments, as the meritorious. ground of 
(His juſtzfication; let him be claſſed with the Pha- 
riſee: but ſurely we may Ino that God hath given 
e theſe holy diſpoſmions, and that by his grace 
we ate what we are,” and heartily thank him for 
[Ins ſpecial love in thus 3 us to diſſer; without 
the leaſt imputation of truſting to our own'righ- 
% teouſneſs, and deſpiſing others.“ In whatever 
meaſure we have experienced the ſanQification 
of the Spirit unto obedience,” we ſhall not, if 
Properly inſtrułted, depend on it in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree for juſtification: and if this be the caſe of the 
eminent ſaint on earth; why ſhould it be ſup- 
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poſed, chat the leaſt conceivable ſpark of true holi- 
neſs, even 1 4 not diſcerned, muſt lead the new con- 

vert to a (elf-righteaus confidence,” and indiſpoſe 


him to ſeek the Ne God wy HOY in 
Jolng CARES . ; 


Saul of Tak ai dara Phariſee, expretia] 
the moſt contemptuous enmity againſt the hol Je- 
ſus, and breathed out threatenings and laughter 
againſt his harmleſs diſciples.— But view this ſame 
perfon, proſtrate on the ground, 2 with 
apprehenſions of, merited vengeance, ſupp 9 
undeſerved ' mercy, and ſaying to WR 
„Lord, what wouldeſt chou have me to do?“ 
Then attend to him, when * what things "oy aun 
to him, hoſe he counted loſs for Chriſt ;” de- 
termine Whether no degree of genuine humiliagen. 
was coflnected with his faith in the Son AION. ++ 


If we carefully examine the language of ſcrifewle, 
we muſt be convinced, that humility, is à radical 
and moſt important part of holineſs; and eſpecially 
that humiliation for ſin is eſſential to the — 
of holineſs in the heart of a fallen creature. To 
this man will L look, even to him that is poor, and 
of à contrite ſpirit, and that trembleth at my 
« word.” © Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit; for their s 
is the kingdom of heaven. God reſiſteth the 

© proud, and giveth his grace unto the humble. A 
great part of the holinels of redeemed ſinners even 
in heaven, ſeems to conſiſt in a diſpoſition to aleribe 
all their ſalvation to Him that ſitteth upon the 
„ throne, and to the Lamb that was flain;” and in 
feeling and acting conſiſtently with the telefon 
of their own deep guilt, and their inexpreffible 
obligations to the ſpecial mercy and love of the 
3 Indeed if pride were the firſt ſin of 

e ſpirits, humility moſt Be wol CTA 
t e holineſs even 'of angels. | 
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the finger's}firſt actings of faith in-Chriſt, may be 
very ſmall: buttwill any; Chriſtian ſay, that theres: 
nope, at all Or that pride is at that 
moment in füll dominion? Can a inner embrace 
the ſalvation of Chriſt in a cordial manner, Without 
the leaſt diſpoſition to abaſe and condemn himſelf? 
Jan he, when; merely alarmed” by the dread of a 
| RY ior Aer 11 allows,aot; that he has de- 
exved, ſincerely ſeek. the deliverance from: free-un-" 
mexited: Al an he ſeck this merty,in the 
moſt humiliating way imaginable, without the leaſt 
gte humiliation? Andithis Aro/afcd reliance 
on free grace throu gh Emmanuel's atonin gblood, be 
in incere, will a heart · ſearching God Juſtify him on 
account of an hypogritiqal pretenſion to faith in 
Cbsig . Bleſfed ds the man, .to-whomithe Lord 
ill, ee and in ce een 
* 3s . 0 1 011 83164 246 431 W.09! Et, £093.26 


na award, . it has: often been. Taid; 'and; it never 
has been diſproved, ;.that ;* there; can be no more 
manch in . inner s ſalvation. khan there Was 
« juſtzve in his condemnationz iti is therefore abſo- 
lotely impoſſible, tor; any one cordially to welcome 
dannen altogeth er of mere nerqi unleſs he ſin- 
cexely.allow that he might ju/tly have been lelt un- 
ET . 901 4411s 276 he Meld“ brow 
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* Fe the returning ſinner, as driven merely by 
= diltcels to ſeek deliverance drow. God 2% What gia 
ke then; fre fe E expteſſi on; ff whenhe: came ts 
Aimee? — He felt unte before, (as devils and 
damned ir 2 wich proud and determinedalien- 
ation of t-irom his father and the rules of his 
family: but When he came to himſelf,” he 
awaked as out of ſleep, he e as from intox- 
ication, he was reſtored as from inſanity ;, and. then 
— became ſenſible of his in and folly, Other 
thoughts now ariſe in his mind concerning his fa- 
8 Oo NED Te _ eee and con- 
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cerning his own paſt behaviour and preſent/ſitua«! 


tion: and he breaks out into this exclamation;“ Ho 
many of my fathe ſervants have bread enough 
« and to ſpare, and I periſh with hunger! I WIH 
© ariſe, aud go to my father; and will ſay unto him, 
Father, I have /inned againſt heaven and before 
«© thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy ſon. 
Are not theſe expreſſions of ſorrow and humilia- 
tion for ſin, and of deep ſelf-abaſement? No extenu- 
ation or excuſe is ſo much as thought of; and the 
ſelf· condemned penitent, deduces his whole encou- 


ragement to return home, from the known kindneſs” . 


and compaſſion of his offended father. Thus is he 
repreſented as ſetting out in a rg ht pub and be- 
ing welcomed with immenſe kindneſs, and without 
any upbraidings, by his loving parent; he alters 
not the terms of his intended moſt: humble con- 
ſeſſion, except by leaving out the concluding 
words, as ſuperſeded by the undeſerved and unex- 
petted reception he had met with.—As this parable 
was purpoſely framed by our Lord, in order to il- 
luſtrate the 3 of our merciful God towards 
the vileſt of ſinners, who come to him in his ap- 
pointed way: ſo it is abſolutely deciſive, that he 


conſidered godly ſorrow, humiliation for ſin, and 


unreſerved confeſſion of guilt and unworthineſs, as 
never failing attendants on ſaving faith;* ' 


The ſcriptures always repreſent repentance and 
faith as inſeparably connected. It is not indeed 
worth while formally to diſpute, which of theſe 
twin-graces is firſt exerciſed by the newly regene- 
rated ſinner : a belief of ſome divine truths may 
ſhe him his need of repentance; and ſome degree 
of a penitent diſpoſition may render him ſenſible; 
that he wants an intereſt in Chriſt's ſal vation by 
faith in his name. It might perhaps ſuffice to ſay, 
that true repentance is a believing repentance, and 
true faith is a pemitert faith. A general belief of 
God's mercy and N to forgive ſeems W 


4 Luke xv, 
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tial to genuine repentance; but more explicit views 
ol the way in which mercy is vouchſafed, are not 
always requiſite: yet repentante is doubtleſs ren- 
dered more deep, ſpiritual, and ingenuous, in pro- 
portion as the glory of the goſpel is underſtood, 
and its conſolations experienced. We ought not, 
however, to overlook, much leſs to invert, the or- 
der in Which the inſpired writers mention repent- 
ance and faith. Repent ye, for the kingdom of 


beaven is at hand. Repent ye, and beſieve the 


„ goſpel.” Repent and be converted, that your 


ins may be blotted out. Repentance towards 


« God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.“ — 
If peradventure God will give them repentance, 


Atto the 9 of che truth; and that they 
may recover themſeſves out of the ſnare of the 


devil, ho are taken captive by him at his will.“ 


: If it pl eaſe God to give repentance to an oppoſer 
of his goſpel; he will then acknowledge the truth, 
believe in Chriſt, and be ſaved: but it God do not 


| W's bim repentance, he will continue an unbe- 


ever held faſt in the ſnare: of the devil. This 
completely proves, at leaſt, that true repentance 


always accompanies the firſt actings of ſaving 


faith. And it 4s a certain ſign, that a man's views 
are unſcriptural, when he cannot ſupport them 


: 


=_— without inverting or altering the language of inſpi- 
= ration. N $ 


The word tranſlated repentance denotes a change 


of mind: but ſurely, no Chriſtian will deliberately 
maintain, that this change takes place only in the 
underſtanding, without at all influencing the will 
and aſſections! Or that it is merely a change of 
opinion about the doctrine of juſtification! Yet 


- ſome incautious expreſſions to that effect are drop- 


ped on this ſubject. We read not only of an 
* evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living 


: „ God;” but alſo, of an hard and 2mpenitent heart, 


* 


through 


x 2 Tim, ii. 25. 26, 4 


DD hit. 4 
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* through which ſinners treaſure up to 1 


« wrath againſt the day of wrath.” Beyond all dif- 


pute, the change of mind, which is called. repent- 
ance, peculiarly relates to the heart; without which 
every change of opinion can at moſt only amount 


to a dead faith and a form of knowledge. True 


repentance implies an entire revolution in a man's 
views and judgment reſpecting himſelf, and 
every thing to which he ſtands related; and in all 
his correſponding diſpoſitions and affections. But 


though this internal —_ be eſpecially denoted 


by the word thus tranſlated; yet repentance, when - 
ſpoken of in a popular ſenſe,” and as diſtinguiſhed } 
from regeneration, includes in its meaning, fear of 
divine wrath, godly ſorrow, humiliation, hatred of 
fin and all its pleaſures and profits, forſaking fin, 
turning to God with ingenuous confeſſion and cries . 
for mercy, and entering on a new courſe of hte. — 
It is needleſs in this place to enter further on the 
ſubject, as the publick has long been in poſſeſſion 
of my deliberate thoughts upon it: but if any man 
doubt of what has been here advanced; let him 
carefully and impartially conſider the ſcriptures 
referred to, with the ſeveral contexts: and I appres 
hend he will find it impoſſible to reſiſt convies 


tion. In the laſt paſſage referred to, the apoſtle 


ſpeaks of godly ſorrow as preceding, and workin 
* repentance-unto ſalvation, not to be repented : 
ſurely then no repentance is ſaving or genuine, 
which is unconnetted with godly forrow'1 i! 


44 


2 Repentance is both the comma and the gift ot 


God. It is our duty; but without divine grace we 


are wholly indiſpoſed to perform it: and in this 


reſpect it reſembles every other duty, all of which 

are the ſubjects of promiſes as well as of precepts; 

none of them are performed in-the right manner, 

except as the Lord gives us a new heart and a new 

1 - WR - iT | TE ſpirit 

| 7 Diſcourſe on Repentance, * A 

2 Job xlii. 6. Jer. xxxii 19. Ezek. xviii. 28. Matt. iii. 810. 
xi. 29—32. Luke xv. 10, 17, 21. 2 Cor. vii, 9—11. 


fpirit. God” (now by the goſpel) commandeth 
all men every where to repent.” © Jeſus is ex- 
alted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repent- 
* ance—and forgiveneſs of fins.” Repentance be- 
Jongs entirely to the goſpel and to the covenant of 
Frace; and has nothing to do with the law, and 
he covenant of works; except in our being grieved 
and humbled at heart for violating them, and con- 
teſling that we deſerve that wrath of God, which 
is denounced againſt every tranſgreſſor. The gol. 
pel alone gives the call to repentance, the encou- 
ragement to repentance, and the grace of repent- 
ance: it is therefore moſt aſtoniſhing, that the 
Preaching of repentance ſhould have ever been 
called e or t ht inconſiſtent with the free 
grace of the goſpel! . 


A certain man had two ſons, and he came to 
the firſt, and ſaid, Son, go work to day in my 
* vineyard. He anſwered and faid, I will not; but 
** afterwards he repented and went. And he came 
to the ſecond, and ſaid likewife; and he anſwered 
and ſaid, I go fir, and went not. —Verily, I fay 
unto you, the publicans and harlots enter into 
the kingdom of heaven beſore you.— For John 
came unto you in the way of righteouſneſs, and 
ye believed him not; but the publicans and har- 
= * lots believed him: and ye, when ye had ſeen it, 

erepented not afterwards, that ye might believe.“ 
The general belief of John's teſtimony brought the 

ublicans and harlors to repentance, and this re- 
ntance prepared them for admiſſion into the 


riſees had repented of their fin, in rejecting the 
miniſtry of John; their repentance would have 


Joby bare teſtimony.—Indeed the office of John 
Baptiſt, in preparing the way of the Lord, as the 
herald of the Saviour to proclaim his appearance 
and introduce his goſpel, is peculiarly impor- 
tant in this argument, —He - firſt called ſinners 
f 1 „ LY T4, 4 + 4Q 
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eſſiah's kingdom by faith in him: and if the Pha- 


been connefted with the ſame faith in him to whom 


Set: III.] oTHER PARTS OF HOLINESS. 77 


to repentance, ſhewed the jews in general the fal- 
laciouſneſs of truſting in their ſpecial privileges, 
and the Phariſees in particular the emptineſs of 
their forms and external ſervices: he uſed the pro- 
per means of convincing all ſorts of perſons of 
their guilt and danger; and then pointed out to 
them © the Lamb of God that taketh away the ſin 
„of the world;” the Son of God,“ who ' bap- 
* tizeth with the Holy Ghoſt:“ concluding with 
this ſolemn declaration and warning, the Father 
* Joveth the Son, and hath given all things into his 
hands. He that — on the Son hath ever 
laſting life; and he chat believeth not on the Son, 
ſhall not ſee lite, but the wrath of God abideth - 
© upon him. TRE | | 


The thief: upon the croſs humbly: acknowledged, 
that be deſerved his ignominious and torturin 
death; while he believed in the Saviour, ſuſpend 
beſide him on the croſs, for the ſalvation of his ſoul 
from future condemnation. Was there no eſſential 
difference in the franie of his ſpirit, from that of 
the other thief, who, in the agonies of death, joined 
the multitude in reviling the holy Jeſus? 


; - Confeſſion of fin, an eſſential part of true repen- 
tance, 1s every where repreſented as inſeparable 
from ſaving faith, and preparatory to forgiveneſs. 
He that covereth his fins {hal} not proſper ; but 
he that confeſſeth and forfaketh them, ſhall ob- 
* tain'mercy!*” If we ſay that we have no tin 
© we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in us. 
„If we confeſs our fins, he is faithful and 
* juſt to forgive us our ſins, and to cleanſe us from 
all unrighteouſneſs. .I acknowledged my ſin 


* unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. 


* ſaid, I will confeſs my tranſgreſſions unto the 

Lord, and thou forgaveſt the iniquity of my ſin.““ 

« Waſh me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and 

nog 5 Joint orig); i 0 _ *.cleanſe 

3: John ili. 35, 36. 2 Prov. xxviii. 13. 3 1 John i. 9,9. 
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dcleanſe me from my fin; for I acknowledge my 
* tranſgreſton, and my iin is ever before me. 
The publican, the prodigal ſon, the thief upon the 
g and other inſtances already adduced, exem- 
plit this i ingenuous unreſerved confeſſion of their 
ulneſs: nor is there a fingle caſe in ſcripture, 
_ Teabor parabolical, of a ſinner acceptab applying 
0 God ſor pardoning mercy, in which deb chi diſ 
| tion to glorify him, by a full and free confe — 
is not implied or expreſſed. He looketh upon 
men; and if any ſay, I have ſinned, and perverted 
e that which was ri ht, and it profited me not: he 
hall deliver his foul from going down into the 
5 pie, and his life ſhall ſee the — * 


No doubt this (as well as all other holy diſpoſi. | 

Hons) may be counterfeited: thus Pharaoh and Judas, 

i With ſeveral others, confeſſed their ſins in a partial, 
extorted, and relutlant manner: yet no doubt if ge- 

nuine it implies a right ſphirit; the proper frame of 

mind, in which a ſinner ought to appear before his 

offended Lord, being exactly the reverſe to a proud 
Jelf- juſtifying diſpoſition. | He, who ingenuouſ] 


_— confeſſes his ſins, gives unto God the honour bot 
3 of his juſtice and of his mercy ; he expreſſes = 
Dation both of the holy law and the bleſſed go 


he willingly ſubmits to God's righteouſneſs, — 
ids prepared to welcome a free ſalvation; he adores 
the grace, which hath abounded towards us, in 
all viſdom and prudence,“ and glorifies the Lord, 
2 a, and the 8 of him that aw! in 
3 Wa N 9 


2 His name (favs the an gel) 1 + ſhall be called 
«Jens; becauſe he ſhall eve his people from their 
os „God, having raiſed up his Son Jeſus,” 

(days the apoſtle ) *hath ſent him to bleſs you, in 
3 . away oy one of you from his iniquities. 

* He gave himſelf for us, to redeem us from all 

3 2 ing and to W us unto e a Ly 
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„iar people zealous of good works!” But can any 
| one truly believe in Chriſt, without in the leaſt un- 
| derſtanding this part of his ſalvation; or deſiring the 
primary bleſſing which he confers ? Or can heide- 
. fire ſalvation from fin, without the leaſt hatred ot 
; {in or love of holineſs ?? Or can there be any hatred - 
5 of ſin and love of holineſs in an heart that is entirely 
5 unholy ? — The views of a newly-awakened ſinner 
may: be extremely confuſed, and the fear of wrath, 
1 with deſires of deliverance from it, may greatly pre- 
| ponderate in his experience: nor ſhould this be 
5 condemned as mere ſelſiſuneſs, while ſalvation from 
- deſerved puniſhment-1s fought from God's mercy 
in his appointed way; as this is directly contrary 
to our natural pride and enmity to God, and the 


deſire of happineſs is as ſtrong in a holy as in an 
. unholy creature. We even allow, that the ſinner, 
, in his firſt application for mercy, may not, during 
the anxious trepidation of his heart, perceive an 

f thing more than a defire of foryinbuns and happi- 
s neſs in the favour of God: yet in reality, every 
d ating of true faith in Chriſt is connected with ſome 

| degree of a deſire to be delivered from fin and made 
b holy; which will appear to the intelligent obſeru- 
J- er, ina man's tenderneſs of conſcience, and dread 
E of relapſing into his former evil ways. 1 
s They who are well verſed in doctrinal di ſeuſſions 
n may indeed feel & kind of wiſh after fanftification,® 
, without any hatred of fin or love of holineſs, from 


n a conviction, that they cannot be ſaved unleſs they 
be ſanctified: and thus the common ſaying, ne 

dAgſire of grace is grace, ſhould be uſed with cau- 

4 tion, or it may aid the enemy to deceive mens 
Ir fouls. —But ſuch perſons will not ſincerely apply co 
Chriſt for any part of his ſalvation, or diligently uſe 
in the proper means of ſeeking it. The ſoaF of the 
fluggard deſireth and hath not: but the ſoul of the 
* diligent ſhall be made fat 


When 
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When our Lord invited“ the weary and heavy 
laden to come unto him, that they might find reſt 
to their ſouls; he did not fail to add, Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of me. He de- 

clares that he will treat as enemies thoſe, who will 
** not have him to reign over them :” and every 


tion. Seek ye the Lord, waile he may be found; 
call ye upon him while he is near: let the wicked 
* foriake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
4 thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord, and 
e he will have mercy on him; and to our God, and 
* he will abundantly _ on.! The evangelical 
-prophet had no idea of forgrvene/s, and the comfort 
-of il, preceding every degree of true repentance, and 
all the works meet for repentance, according to the 
ſentiments of ſome modern teachers of the doctrine 
of free ſal vat on. With theſe ſcriptures before us, 
=_ can we maintain, that any one truly returns to the 
= -Lord; by Chriſt the living Way, and by faith in 
= him; who does nat fo * deſirè ſalvation from 
tas fins, and renewal unto holinels? And is not a 
ſincere and hearty deſire of theſe bleſſings a holy 
.exercdevofithe fout:: (4 : 
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Prayer likewiſe muſt be allowed to be an inſepa- 
rable attendant on ſaving faith, during the whole of 
its. courſe: and it has very properly been conſidered 

as the very breath of faith, and one of the firſt ſymp- 
toms of ſpiritual life. A perſon, ata diſtance from 
the. means of clear inſtruttion, or perplexed in at- 
W -tempting to diſtinguiſh truth from falſehood, may 
WW. - ſincerely pray for divine teaching, and other ſpiri- 
wal bleſſings, from a general knowledge and feeling 
of his wants; and a belief of ſome revealed truths, 
-pteviouſly to explicit Jaith in Chriſt: and thus he 
may be further enlightened as to the nature and 
glory of the goſpel, and have the way of God ex- 
pounded to him more perfectly. But it cannot be 
_ conceived, that any one kath believed in aw 
Ss "SS 6 „ 5 | en 


K. 8. Ans xviii, 24—28. 


ſcriptural call to ſinners implies the ſame inſtruc. 


— 
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been juſtified by faith in him; while he has never 
yet preſented a ſingle ſincere petition for ſpiritual 
leſlings even in his heart The application of the 
ſoul to Chriſt for ſalvation ſeems to be eſſentially 
prayer, mental prayer; or as inſeparable from it, as 
the motion of the lungs from the att of breathin 
or that of the heart from pulſation; True Chriſ- 
tians are diſtinguiſhed as **© thoſe who call on the 
„Lord Jeſus Chriſt;“ whence a concluſive argue» - 
ment of his Deity may be deduced. © The ſame 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him: 
for whoſoever ſhall call on the name of the Lord 
* ſhall be ſaved. How then ſhall they call on him 
„in whom they have not believed? Prayer to 
Chriſt perſonally cannot precede ſome degree of 
faith in him; but it is in this ſcripture repreſented 
as inſeparable from it: and if mental prayer, atleaſt, 
do notaccompiny every exerciſe of faith/from'firlt 
to laſt, what is the nature of that faith? Is it merely 
aſſent and inattive reliance ? Or is it the ſoul going 
forth with fervent deſires after the mercy and grace, 
of which the urgent want is felt, to him whom it 
believes able and willing to deliver, to help, and 
to fave? If this latter be the acting of faith in Chriſt, 
what is the medium of the ſoul's application to him, 
except the hiting up of the heart in deſire and ex- 
Kation, which is the eſſence of prayer? Hence 
it is that ſalvation is eonnected with prayer in ſo 


many places in ſcripture. Thou Lord art good, 


and ready to forgive, and plenteous in merey uns 

* to all them that call upon thee. * Alk and it 
* ſhall be given you: Every one that aſketh re- 
„ ceiveth.” Let us come boldly to the throne of 
** Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need. All that call on the 
* name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved.” MOLE 


Men may- read, repeat, or even frame, pray- 1 
ers, in a formal manner, without the leaſt de- 
gree of real holineſs. They may ſincerely alktor 

Wd. | $M tele 
4. © , Rom. x. 10— 12. 


5 2 Pl. tri. 1—7. 
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temporal things, © that they may conſume them on 
* their luſts, or for. deliverance from temporal 


calamities and dangers. They may even pray hear. 


tily io be ſaved from the future puniſhment they 
dread, and to be made for-ever —— according 
to their own notions of felicitv, or without any 
idea of -what true happineſs conſiſts in. But genuine 
Prayer is the language of humility, and ſpiritual 
defires and manta: 


neſs; and of hearty longings after thoſe bleſſings, 
which God alone can beſtow, and which can on 
be enjoyed in his favour and preſence. Lord, 


thou haſt heard the deſire of the humble; thou wilt 


„ prepare their heart ; thou wilt cauſe thine ear 
to bear. We read of praying in,“ or by, che 


eee * praying in the Holy Gholl,” and** wor. 
* ſhipping in ſpirit and truth.“ The ſacrifice 
of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord: 
but the prayer of the upriglit is his delight,*” The 


long prayers which Saul made when a Phariſee, 


were doubtleſs very different from the earneſt ſup, 


f Pere which he ponred out before the Lord at 


amaſcus, and which were thus noticed, For 
* behold he prayeth. Can it be conceived, that 
a holy God delzghteth in any prayer, which hath 
nothing Holy in its nature? Yet the humble ſuppli- 


” Cants, Who are moſt acceptable to him, are moſt 


apt to be diſſatisfied with themſelves, and even to 


queſtion the fincerity and uprightneſs of their pray. 


= 
AL - > 


ETS. 


The caſe of Manaſſeh may illuſtrate the point 


under conſideration: for it will not be denied, 


that he found mercy. by faith in the promiſed Sa- 


viour. The firſt intimation of any thing hopeful 
in his caſe is thus made: When he was in afflic- 
tion he beſought the Lord his God, and humbled 
„ himſelf greatly before the God of his fathers, 
and pray ed unto him, and he was intreated of 


| 66 aan 
[113] him, 


„, 4 Prov. xv. 8. 


tations; it is the expreſſion; of 
conſcious indigence, dependence, and unworthi- 
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Sekt. III. OTHER PARTS OF HOLINESS.” 8g 
„ him, and heard his ſupplication.” In the fub- 
ſequent narrative, kts {inf is repeatedly men- 
tioned; and his ſins “ before he was humbled” are 
contrafted with his ſubſequent conduct. Hence, 
I apprehend, we may inter with certainty, that 
acceptable prayer and genuine humiliation always 
accompany ſaving faith. The ſacrifices of God are 
% a broken ſpirit: a broken and contrite heart, O 
„God, thou wilt not deſpiſe.” . 


LY 


1 


If then humility, godly ſorrow, hatred of all 
evil, ingenuous confeſſion, and whatever elſe be- 
longs to true repentance, with upright deſtres 
after ſalvation from fin, and ſpiritaal prayer, do 
indeed invariably attend every acting of faith in 
Chriſt; that faith muſt be an holy exerciſe of a re- 
generate ſoul: for ſurely none will maintain, that 
there is not the leaſt ſymptom of ſpiritual life, the 
ſmalleſt degree of holineſs, in any of theſe, or in 
all of them united! On the-achey hand; it can 
ſcarcely be imagined, that any will deliberately 
perſiſt in maintaining, that juſtifying faith ſo pre- 
cedes all humiliation, and other ſpiritual affections, 
as to be wholly unconnetted with them; and that 
a man is actually juſtified and at peace with God, 
before he at all begins to humble himſelf, be ſorry 
for his ſins, to confeſs and hate them, or to pra 
for ſpiritual bleſſings! This would invert the 


whole order of ſcripture; and can never be drrettÞ 


and conſiſtently avowed by a eandid and ſerious duls 
ciple ol the Lord Jeſus; however he may be Jed, 
upon a controverſial ſubject, to drop expreſſions, 
make ſtatements, or adopt ſentiments, which fairiy 
admit of ſuch an interpretation. Wan 
0 | 22 ene Nenne 
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a tants; but likewiſe from a _— rann of 
1 PACT e lig oh) 
5 The le exhorts Chuiſtians. to build up 
them 


ves in their m W's: Hail. Should it be 
| that he meant. rine faith, and not 
faith uſelf; we enquire, how a moſt holy doctrine 
| Can be received in a right manner by. a faith not at 
all-haly?. We read of thoſe, who held” (or in- 
priſoned] the truth in unrighteouſueſs; — Be- 
cauſe they liked not to retain God in their know- 
© ledge * and. if this were the effect of man's car - 
nal enmity againſt, God, in reſpe& of thoſe truths 
which are diſcoverable by reaſon ; what muſt be the 
oppoſition of the ſame principle io the offenſive mef- 
Jage of the goſpel ? When the aſlent of the under- 
ſtanding is compelled, by invincible evidence, to 
the real doctrim of the crols, the moſt determined 
reſiſtance is excited: but in general men contrive 
to caſt a ſhade over that part of truth which moſt 
WW. offends:them; and by an abuſe of the other parts, 
mey Rifle their convictions, and quiet themſelves in 
Aa worldly courſe of life. This is eſpecially effected 
by a partial and unſcriptural view of the goſpel; 
| and thus many evangelical profeſſors moſt awetully 
« {age the truth 1 In mmm 25% 


- Chriſtianity, as ſtated in the ſcri pars diſplays 
the glorious juſtice and holineſs o 

netton with the odiouſneſs and deſert of fin, and 
the ſinner's tremendous danger of everlaſting miſe- 
4 more clearly than any other diſcovery ever made 


of the in enen and government; thou gi 
3 ; Jude 10% Rom i. 18—28, 
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Sell. IV.] Monk DIRECTLY SHEWN., 8g 
in harmony with the moſt endearing and encou- 


raging diſplays of love and mercy to the vileſt of 
ſinners. But if all be kept out of fight, 'or very 
ſlightly noticed, except the diſplays of infinite and 
everlaſting love and mercy; unregenerate men may 
embrace this mutilated goſpel with an unholy faith, 
and fo encourage — in ſin by the confident 
expeQation of impunity. It will, however, ſtill he 
undeniable, that the moft holy doctrine of primitive 
chriſtianity, when ſcripturally propoſed, can never 
be cordially embraced, except by an holy faith. ' 


St, James carefully diſtingurſhes a cordial con- 
ſent to the true goſpel from a dead faith; for ſav- 
ing faith is living and operative: it receives the 
truths of revelation with cordial fatisfattion-and 
correſpondent affections, as relating to our own ſi- 
tuation, character, and everlaſting intereſts. ** Be- 
* ing warned of God,” and © believing the truth,“ 
ve are moved with fear: We perceive ourſelves 
in danger of the wrath to come, and allow that we 
deſerve it: We ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of God, 
reverence his authority, and implore his mercy.— ' 
We diſcover the appointed refuge and flee to it: 
and, perceiving the ſuitableneſs of Chriſt's falva- 
tion, to honour the juſtice and law of God, as well 
as to 3 his grace; this very circumſtance, 
which offends the proud and carnal mind, renders 
1t doubly precious to us, when we have © received 
* the love of the truth, that we may be ſaved.” 


Paul ſpeaks of the faith of God's eleRt and Pe- 
ter addreſſes thoſe © who had obtained like precious 
* /aith.* Theſe expreſſions are well adapted to diſ- 
tinguiſh ſaving faith from all counterfeits, by its 
eſlential nature.—Peter eſpecially gives faith the 
ſame epithet, which he annexes to the promiſes of 
God, and even to Chriſt himſelf :—prectous faith ; 


Precious promiſes ;—a precious Saviour: ſurely 


then 
« I. „ U AN 
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then it muſt be a holy faith, which embraces; relies 
on, and ſeeks the performance of, holy promiſes, 
and cordially welcomes a holy Saviour! And let 
it not be overlooked, that there cannot be a middle 
kind of faith, which is neither holy nor unholy. 


Let us, however, more cloſely examine that pe- 

culiar act or exerciſe of faith, by which we become 
intereſted in Chriſt and his ſalvation ; and enquire 

- whether it be carnal or /prritual in its ſpecifick na- 
ture. That which is born of the fleſh is fleſh; 
* and that which 1s born of the Spirit is ſpirit :” 
there is no middle term between them. What ſo- 
ever is born of the fleſh is carnal: and the apoſtle 


. declares that the carnal mind is enmity againſt 


1% God;” and that © they who are in the fleſh can- 
not pleaſe God.” Hence we may fairly infer, 
without the leaſt heſitation, that the faith of an un- 
f na man cannot pleaſe God; and that a car- 
- Na 

God's elect. 


True faith ſimply credits the divine teſtimony, 
in thoſe points, which moſt. offend and oppoſe the 
pride and luſts of the human heart: thus he that 
bpelieveth hath ſet to his ſeal that God is true;“ 
_ while unbelief makes him a liar. Faith owns as the 
Son of God, as the Lord from heaven, as God ma- 


| znifeſted in the fleſh, that Jeſus, whom unbelieving 
F » Jews crucified, and whom all unbelievers cruci 


afreſh; and views him as now riſen from the 41 
reigning in glory, the Ruler and Judge of the whole 
world, Omnipotent to ſave and to deſtroy, —Faith 
embraces the doctrine of the croſs with cordial ap- 
robation, as the wiſdom and power of God unto 

| „ while it is fooliſhneſs to thoſe that 
periſh.—Faith ſubmits to God's righteouſneſs, 
. allows that every ſinner deſerves. the threatened 
. curſe of the law, and renounces expreſsly all other 
. pleas or confidences, except free mercy Grongh.the 
| . righs 


mind is incapacitated for the precious faith of 
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righteouſneſs, atonement, and mediation of Emma- 
nuel.— Faith unreſervedly diſavows all attempts to 
compenſate for paſt ſins, to eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs 
by any perſonal obedience or efforts whatever, or to 
{ave the ſoul from deſerved and final deſtruction. : 
Faith gives the Lord credit for his wiſdom, juſtice, ; 
and goodneſs, even where they are not diſcerned | 
and by it the ſoul ventures-on his mercy and truth, 
in the grand concerns of eternity. Faith“ counts 
all things but loſs,” in compariſon of Chriſt and 


his ſalvation : it diſcovers. the treaſure hid in the 


field; the Pearl of great price; and convinced that 


its value is ineftimable, with joy /ells all, to ſecure; - 
\ the advantageous purchaſe. - Faith dreads nothing 


ſo much as falling ſhort of that falvation, which. 
unbelievers deſpiſe, and to which they prefer the 
moſt trifling intereſt or moſt worthleſs indulgence. 
Faith comes at the Lord's call, uſes his appointed 
means, waits in his way, ſtays his time, and ſays 
under every delay or diſcouragement, Lord to- 
„whom ſhall I go? thou haſt the words of eternal: 
„life.“ Theſe things are eſſential to faith, be it 
weaker or ſtronger; as it muſt be evident to every 
one, who makes the word of God the ſtandard of * 
his judgment. Even in its-feebleſt form, its fir 

trembling application to Chriſt, hile the diſtreſſed; 
ſinner cries with tears, Lord, I believe, help thou 
mine unbelief;“ it has this nature, and virtually; 
implies all theſe things: and do not theſe denote 


ſome degree of a rig lit ſpirit, of an holy ſlate of tha 


heart and aſſeclions - | 

The word of God no where mentions two ſorts 
of true faith: but if the firſt actings of a ſinner's 
faith in Chriſt were ä devoid of oline, and 
the ſubſequent exerciſes of faith were holy ;- ſome: 


diſtinction of this kind would have been intimated. 


If it couid be proved that ſaving faith preceded; 


regeneration, and every degree of evangelical re- 


pentance: ſurely no man would ſuppoſe, that all 
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the ſubſequent exerciſes of faith, till it be ſwallowed 


up in viſion, reſult from merely natural principles, 


or ſuch influences of the Spirit as are entirely dif. 
tint from ſanctification; and that they are detached 
from repentance and all other holy diſpoſitions and 
affeftions!—And will any experienced Chriſtian 
deliberately maintain, that the eſtabliſhed believ- 
er's daily exerciſe of faith in Chriſt for pardon, 

, wiſdom, ſtrength, and ſanctify ing grace, e/- 


ſentially differs from his firſt coming to him for ſal- 


vation? We acquire indeed, as we go forward, 
more diſtinct acquaintance with our own, wants, 
and with that fulneſs from which they are ſupplied: 
and at ſome times, the teſtimony ot our conſciences, 
aided by that of the Spirit of adoption, inſpires 

culiar confidence in pleading the Lord's — 


But there are times alſo, when we feel ſuch confu- 


fion, darkneſs, and finfulneſs, that we can only 
come on the ground of a 8 invitation; and 
when the e of our firſt experience muſt be 
again paſſed through, as the beſt, or the only, wa 

finding reſt to our fouls. Nor are theſe humili- 
ing ſeaſons uncommon to moſt of us; when, 
od be merciful to me, a ſinner,” is of all other 
Prayers moſt ſuited to our feelings; and when we 
come, to our own apprehenſion, as poor, and mi- 
n ſerable, and wretched, and blind, and naked,” as 


' when we firſt © fled for refuge to lay hold on the 
hope ſet before us.” The degree and order of 


theſe experiences, deſires, and affections, vary: but 
the nature of them 1s 1 ſame, whether 
that be holy or unholy. It is all along, a poor child, 
a criminal, a leper, a worm, a perĩſhing wretch, ap- 
plying to an all- merciful and all- powerful Saviour, 
to be taught, pardoned, cleanſed, aſſiſted, protected, 
relieved, enriched, and completely reſcued and 
bleſſed, by free unmerited grace, through the re- 
demption of his blood, the gift of his righteouſ- 
neſs, the prevalence of his interceſſion, and the 
ſupply of His Spirit. The more fimply and humbly 
this is done, the ſtronger is the faith exerciſed; _ 
1 | | | likewiſe 
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likewiſe the greater the meaſure of a holy diſpoſi- 
tion manifeſted ; though the perſon himſelf may not 
be conſcious of it. The finner, thus exerciſing 
faith in Chriſt, and applying to him continually: - 
for the ſupply of all his numerous wants, the de- 
liverance from merited deſtruction, and the free 
ift of eternal life; judges and feels Seen 

Bimfald his paß conduct, his preſent duties, an 
his on heart, as he ought to judge and feel. He 
* thanks ſoberly ane „and as he ought to think:?“ 
and in proportion the ſtate of his judgment and 
affections, reſpecting the per fections, law, and go- 
vernment of God; reſpecting fin and holineſs; this 
world and the next, Chriſt and his goſpel, and almoſt 
every other fubject, is rectified, and rendered what it 
ought to be. This is implied in the very idea of hive - 
ing by faith in the Son of God, and is inſeparable 
from it, from the firſt feeble trembling cry, Lord 
«fave me, I periſh,” till the believer, in full aſ- 
ſurance of hope, breathes his laſt, ſaying, Lord 
+ 44+ 74 1 4 oh WY 


+ Jeſus receive my ſpirit,” “. 


If ſome of thoſe perſons, 'who maintain that 
there is no holineſs in ſaving faith, (atleaſt when firſt 
exerciſed by the convinced finner,) ſhould be call- 
ed to converſe with a man, whom they had inti- 
mately known when a ſtout-hearted ſelf-confident 
Phariſee; and ſhould find him deploring the wick - 
edneſs of his paſt life, the hypocriſy of his proud dus 
ties, the worthleſſneſs of his preſent endeavours to 
repent and ſeek mercy, and the exceeding” deceit- 
fulneſs of his own heart; ſhould they hear him 
own that God might juſtly leave him to periſh,and 
expreſs many trembling apprehigpfons, leſt the 
Saviour whom he had ſo long refefted ſhould now 
reje& him, and caſt out his feeble defiled prayers: 
ſhould they, I ſay, witneſs this ſcene, would they 
not be convinced that a bleſſed alteration for the 
better had taken place in the man's mind, in pro- 
pes as he thought himſelf worſe than ever? 

ould they not be ready to ſay, What hath God 
. 44 $ 
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_ **-wrought?” And could that the change 
was from a wrong to a le kae of the heart and 
eftions? or in other words, from unkolineſs to 
whnefs ? They would in this example eel, that 
= 2 not to enquire what the man now thought 
ethimſelf; but in what light that God, whoſe 
judgment is according to truth,” viewed his 
former and his preſent een; and what the 
; feripture hath determined concerning it? This 
= Change is the preparation of mind for receiving 
Chriſt and believing in him: and, ſays the apoſtle, 
nas ye have received Chriſt Jeſusthe Lord, fo walk 
# ye in him.“ Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit; 
. | for cheir's is the kingdom of heaven.” 
The ſacred ſcriptures diſtingurſh between a living 
faith, and a dead faith but not between a legal and 
an evangelical faith and we may fairly conclude 
that this unſcriptural diſtinction was deviſed to ſup- 
Port an unſcriptural ſyſtem. Dead faith credits 
the doctrines of the goſpel, at leaſt as readily as 
other parts of revealed truth; and living fatth 
as ſimply believes the teſtimony of God concern- 
ing the demands and curſe of the law, a future 
Ju t, and the wrath to come, as it does the 
doctrines and promiſes of the goſpel. But, as it 
Rath before been obſerved, dead faith is merely an 
raſſent to certain opinions as true, without a cordial 
” approbation of them as holy, juſt, good, ſuitable, 
Aud vatuable, with reference to a man's own charac- 
ter, conduct, and ſituation. It is therefore either 
= _ wholly zneFicacrous; (for being deſtitute of 6 
lie it has no efficacy to excite /prr:tual aftettions, 
much leſs to produce them, and can only work by 
natural 'principles;) or it gives rife to {laviſh ter- 
rors connected with enmity, and ſometimes termi- 
nating in blaſphemous deſpair; ** the devils alſo be- 
_ Sheve and tremble:” or it abuſes divine truth 
= by 1 confidence, and excites ſelfiſh 
alfektions apart from repentance, love, and holy 
obedience; -* Then believed they his word and 


“ ſang 


A believed on him. Then ſaid Jeſus to thoſe Jews 
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« ſang his praiſe. - They ſoon forgat his works, 
6 — would not abide his counſel; but luſted ex- 
„ ceedingly in the wilderneſs, and tempted God 
„ in the defert.* ?”” Theſe have no root, which 
* for a while believe, and in time of temptation 
* fall away: As he ſpake theſe words, many 


* which believed on him; If ye continue in my 
„Word, than are ye my diſciples indeed, and y 
„ ſhall know the truth, and the truth ſhall m 

% n free... ts i vil Sb 
But living faith is an active principle in a ſoul 
that is alive to God: it receives the truth in love, 
and is permanently and /p:r:tually operative upon 
the underſtanding, will, and affeftions: 1 A dead 
corpſe may have every limb, organ, and veſſel, in 
exact order and proportion: à living man ma 
want an eye, a leg, or an hand; or be other wi 
mutilated, defective, or ill proportioned. True 


faith cannot be known by the doctrines believed, 


but by the manner in uhich my are believed. Ma- 
ny, who in a certain way credit the whole goſpel, 
are hypocrites and dead in ſin: while others whoſe 
creed is very defective, diſproportioned, and in 
ſome reſpetts erroneous, are ſincere chriſtians, 
and partakers of divine life. Perhaps they are 
out of the way of ſyſtematical, or even ſolid, in- 


ſtruction: or they are not yet freed from preju- 
dices, through which I receive ſome 


parts of divine truth: or they are babes an Chriſt, 


ho feed on milk; and being unſkilful in the word 


of righteouſneſs, cannot digeſt: rong meat. Let 
their faith is living, and effectually influences their 
conduct; their imperfect views of truth are hums 
bling, ſanctifying, and transforming; and they are 
1238 by ſearching the ſcriptures and praying 
or divine illumination, growing in grace an 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
„5 - LSiThiOl nA ne 
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When the apoſtle had ſaid, Without fatth it is 

% jmpoſſible to pleafe God; he added, ** for he 

* that cometh unto God, muſt believe that he is, 
and that he is the rewarder of them that diligent- 
«ly ſeek him.“ I I apprehend, the reaſon, he 
aſſigned for his univerſal propoſition, is not very 
ſatis fact to many . who very ſteadily 
maintain the propoſition itſelf; but it accords well to 

= the views given in this publication. A general be- 
lief concerning the exiſtence and perfections of the 
one living and true God, and his mercrful readineſs 
to accept, and even reward, thoſe that diligent- 

66 i him, notwithſtanding palt offences and 
preſent ſinfulneſs, has been and is eſſentially nes 
 ceflary, under every diſpenſation, and in all. pol. 
fible circumſtances, to encourage and incline: men 
to chme unto God; and it forms the loweſt degree 
and exerciſe of fait that can be conceived. But 
many have pleaſed God, in ſeeking him as juſt and 
merciful, on the ground of revelation, written, or 
handed to them by oral tradition, without explicit 
faith in Chriſt, or a clear knowledge of the plan 
of Salvation. WATTS 77 
Faith, even in that indiſtinct and incipient exer- 

- Ciſe which hath been deſcribed, receives with cor- 
dial approbation many of thoſe truths, againſt which 

_ the proud and carnal heart riſes with dilguſt and in- 
dignation, or which it perverts to the vileſt pur- 
poſes. It conſents to them on the ground of divine 
revelation, though they be contrary to man's vain 
imaginations and proud reaſonings; and it "arm 
cally uſes them, in various inſtances, which run 
counter to worldly intereſt, reputation, indulgence, 
and natural inclination—Even this muſt require a 

- Nate of the heart far above the propenſities of fal- 
len man, and contrary to his alienation from God, 
and from all that bears the ſtamp of his holineſs. 
But y hen further illumination hath led the believer 
to a more explicit knowledge of Chriſt, and to re- 
1 | | Celve 
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ceive him for all the purpoſes of ſalvation: his faick 
is an exerciſe of the ſoul peculiarly humble, tub- - 
miſhve, obedient, and expreſſive of unreſerved re- 
conciliation to God; and it contains almoſt as much 
genuine holineſs in its nature, as any thing we are 
capable of in this ſtate of imperfection.— For it is 
by no means to be conſidered as exiſting enurely- 
Kunz from love, though properly diſtinguiſnable 
rom ii. | t | . 


It is generally and juſtly agreed, that all the 
graces ot the Spirit have a near agreement, an in- 
timate coexiſtence, a mutual ſubſerviency, and an 
inſeparable connection: like the ſeveral colours of 
the ſun beams, which are ſeen diſtinct in the priſm 
and the rainbow; yet ſo coaleſce, and blend together, 
as to form a pure and beautiful whiteneſs, Fhe love 
of God cannot ſubſiſt in that heart whiehis totally 
deſtitute of faith; or faith in the heart, Wwhick is at 
enmity with God.— True repentance is beheving” 


repentance; true faith is penitent faith: reveren- 


tial fear cannot exiſt without love; holy love of 
God implies reverence, and fear of diſhonouring 
and offending him: and an earneſt deſire that the 
Lord ſhould be reconciled to us, and receive us in- 
to his favour according to the goſpel, implies an 
incipient diſpoſition to be reconciled to him, to his 
acter, government, commandnients, and ſervice. 


It has before been obſerved, that by faith in Chriſt, 

is not Here meant, à confidence that Chriſt" and 
tas ſalvation belongs to me in partentar, without 
any regard to the ſtate of my heart, or my real cla-. 
rudler at preſent in the /ight of God,” Such a con-. 
fidence may indeed be altogether wnholy ; and it is 
generally the ſe}fifh preſumption of an unhumbled 
carnal heart, aided by an unfee ling or erroneous 
conſcience, and acquired by the belief of an un- 
ſeriptural repreſentation of the goſpel. .' — 
Divine faith muſt be greupdy@.onthe work 


od 
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God: but no man's name is inſerted in ſcripture, 
as names are in grants and wills; to which the en- 
gagements and promiſes of the new covenant are 
ometimes compared. In order therefore to be aſ- 
ſured, that I am the perſon to whom the promiſed 
bleſſings belong, I muſt enquire, whether my caſe 
and character accord with thoſe deſcribed in the 
promiſes. Now theſe are not made to ſinners . 
as /uch, but to ſaints; to thole that fear the. Lord, 
and tremble at his word; to the contrite, the broken- 
hearted; the mourners ;/to thoſe who truſt in the 
Lord, call upon him, follow after righteouſneſs, know 
the Lord, love God, do his will, and hearken to the + 
vocce- of fis ſervants; to the meek, the merciful, the 


- Purſuits, habitual aim, and character correſpond to 
| theſe diſpoſitions and affections; we may be ſure 


the covenanted bleſſings belong to us: yet in 
exactneſs of language this 1s not faith, but hope 7+ 
the full. urance of hope.” This ſhould be ſought: 
after and preſerved by holy diligence: and, as the 
humble believer; however diligent, will commonly 
be unable of himſelf to obtain full ſatisfaction in, 
» this matter, it is one part of the office of the 
Holy Spirit to ſhine on his own work, to ſhew us 
the ſacred impreſſion, by which he hath ſealed vs: 
to the day of redemption,” and thus © to witneſs. 
with our ſpirits, that we are the children and. 
« heirs of God.” The leaſt degree indeed of theſe: 
holy diſpoſitions, according to the gracious tenor 
of the new covenant, charafterizes the poſſeſſor, 
and proves his intereſt in-the promiſes : but in ge- 
dt 8 cannot make out his title, with habitual 
ſatisfaction, except as he is growing in grace, fruit. 
ful in good works, and careful not to grieve the 


= Holy. Spirit by negligence or improper ——_—_ 
10 | 7 8 
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If any man doubt, whether the promiſes be thus 


reſtricted to characters, and deſire to give the ſub- 


ject an impartial inveſtigation; let him collect for 
himſelf from. tlie ſcriptures all the promiſes he can 
find, and compare them diligently with the con- 
text: and this will convince him, that they all 


eitber expreſsly mention ſome. branch of holineſs, as 
marking out the perſons. to whom the promiſe is 
made; or relate to ſuch bleſſings, as no man, who 


is deſtitute of every degree of holineſs, can ſin- 
cerely deſire and long to obtain. 1 


The znwitations indeed, and ſuch hromiſes, as im- 


ply alſo exortations, counſels, warnngs, or expoſ- 


tulations, are addreſſed to the vileſt of ſinners with- 
out exception: but they alone become intereſted 


in the annexed or implied promiſe, who embrace 
the invitation, attend to the exhortation, and 


* through grace obey the call.” For it is folly not 


faith, for a man to imagine the feaſt, the treaſure, 


the kingdom to be his own ; merely becauſe he bath 
been invited, inſtructed how to apply, exhorted to 


the diligent uſe of certain means, warned of the con- 
ſequences of neglecting ſuch unmerited kindnels, 
and aſſured that nothing but this neglect can de- 
prive him of the benefit: while he abſolutely re- 


fuſes to comply with the end and deſign of the gra- 
cious meſſage! 304 5% Hind 
| There is a ſenſe, in which Chriſt may be ſaid ss 
have died for all: and the infinite ſufficieney ot 


his merits and atonement, with the general propo- 


ſals made in the ſcripture, authoriſe and require 


the miniſters of Chriſt, to. call on all that hear 
them without exception, to repent and believe the 
goſpel. But ſober Chriſtians, even if they heſitate 
as to ſome deep points of doctrine, will ſcarcely | 
contend, that Chriſt died with an expreſs intention 


ſauing all men: yet this expre/s: intention alone 


could warrant a ſinner, while an entire ſlranger to 
; s ” > 73 

* the things which accompany, ſalvation, 2 
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dently to believe, that Chriſt died for him, and will 
aſſuredly ſave him. Such a confidence therefore is 
entirely deſtitute of any ſcriptural foundation, a 
is a moſt unwarrantable preſumption. e 


Some perſons indeed ſeem to think, that the pro- 
poſition, Chrift is mine and will ſave me, would 
never be true, if I ſhould never believe it: but 


that, if 1 believe it confidently, with or without 


reaſon or evidence, it will certainly prove true, 
It is, however, very extraordinary not to ſay ab- 
ſurd, that believing what before was not true ſlould 
-convert it into truth !-—The doctrines of ſcripture 
are eternal truths, whether we believe them or not; 
and God abideth faithful to his promiſes, though 
we prove faithleſs, When a ſinner truly believes 
in Chriſt, he is intereſted in all the promiſes and 
ſTeeurities of the new covenant ; even while his 
fears and doubts haraſs him inceſſantly : and when, 
on ſcriptural grounds, he obtains the full aſſurance 
4 he merely diſcovers what, though true be- 


fore, he had not been able to perceive.— One thing 


indeed is now true which once was not: namely, 
he is now born of God, a true penitent, a real con- 
vert, a behever, a living member of Chriſt's body, 


a child of God, a temple of the Holy Spirit, and an 


heir of heaven; whereas he was (not before his 
27 hope, but before his regeneration,) dead in 
fin, a ſlave of Satan, and under the wrath of God, 
"notwithſtanding the ſecret purpoſes of electing love 
'reſpeRting him. ls LOTS n 


Mie are exhorted to © be ready to give an an- 
, ſwer to every man, who aſketh us a reaſon of the 
hope that is in us; and the well inſtructed 
Chriſtian will be capable of doing this. He can 
"aſhign his reaſons for believing the ſcriptures to he 
the word of God; he can ſtate the warrant and en- 


tk 20 es them to the chief of ſinners 


0 believe in Jeſas Chriſt; and he can ſhew from 


pared 


Bis own experience, character, and purſuits, com- 


r 


S2. e 
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pared with the declarations and examples of the 
word of God reſpetting theſe things, the: grounds 
__ an: which he cancludes himſelf a true believer, 

an heir of immortal glory. But what reaſon can 
be given for an aſſured hope of everlaſting life, as 
the gift of God in Chriſt; by that man he has no 
conſciouſneſs of having fled to him for e, no 
experience of a new creation unto holineſs? In- 
deed it would exceedingly perplex one, to ſind out 
words _ RL eee e obey or 
criptural, and enthuſtaſtical preſumption, than thoſe 
aneh ſome men have pane {hve this ſubjea; 
while they have exhorted and counſelled their rea- 
ders, to * work themſelves, by the aſſiſtance 'of the Holy = 
Spirit, into an aſſurance, that Chriſt,” grace, and 
+ heaven are their s, without any evidence from rea» 
ſon, ſenſe, or ſcripture!” And then they! have 
gravely told them, that all holineſs will certainly re> 
/ult from this hind f confidence! 


The amount of that aſſured perſuaſion which 
hath been deſcribed, (call it by what name you 
will,) is no more than, I belieue that I an a bes 
lieder. But if this be true faith; and if the full. 
aſſurance of faith be our duty, (and doubtleſs we 
ought to believe the teſtimony of God without 
wavering;) it follows of courſe, that we cannot de- 
ceive' ourſelves; for the more firmly à man believes 
that he is a believer, the ſtronger muſt his faith be 
Thus all exhortations to ſelf- examination, and all 
warnings againſt ſelf-deception, with which the 
ſcriptures abound, are at once vacated and ſet aſide 
and that man is actually the ſafeſt, who moſt confi- 
dently thinks himſelf ſaf “ein 


Fl $ 1 11 28 
Far be it from me to charge all, who favour; or 
ſeem to favour, this notion of faith, with perceiv. 
ng, or allowing, theſe conſequences: many of them 
beſtow much laudable pains to inculcate a contrary 
ſpirit and conduct, and imagine they can ſhew that 
their doctrine has no mann But after all, 
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| the znference fairly and undeniably follows from: the 


premiſes: and more conſiſtent men, who have none 
of their piety, will deduce it, and practiſe accord- 
RITES 97T o toig Baowomao io 1:94 + 

© [If the reader have imbibed the ſentiment, that 
this high confidence of ſalvation by Chriſt, even 


without conſcious humiliation and change of heart, 
is the flrong faith ſpoken of in ſcripture: let: him 


very 
carneſt prayer for his teaching.) whether this be not 


the very character, delineated under the ſimilitude 


of the ſtony ground hearers? Whether this be 
not the vain- conſidence of all thoſe evangelical hy. 
Pocrites, who deceive themſelves without expreſsly 
deſigning to deceive others? And whether James 
does not maſt directly addreſs ſuch profeſſors when 
he fays, Know, O vain- man, that faith without 
„„ » 


It is not generally denied, by thoſe who ſeel 


themſelves intereſted in theſe enquiries, that the 
goſpel. was intended to honour the holy law of God; 
to diſplay in perfett harmony the infinite juſtice, 


all-glorious character; to lay a foundation for the 


hope of the vileſt tranſgreſſors, connected with the 


moſt effeftual proviſion for their humiliation and 
rene wal to the divine mage; to excite in the hearts 
of che redeemed, the moſt fervent exerciſes. of ad- 
miring, adoring; zealous, joy ful, and thankful love 
to the God of their ſalvation; and finally to exhi- 
bit the divine glory, in the moſt aweful and affect- 
ing light that poſſibly could be, to the whole in- 
telligent creation through eternal ages.— But if 
another goſpel be introducefl, which merely. pro- 

_ vides for the encouragement of ſinners at any rate; 
while the other ends, of infinite importance, are 
overlooked, or at leaſt greatly kept out of fight: then 
the juſtice and holineſs of God. and his firif and 


_- fpiritual law appear terrible, rather than wean: 
. n al 


aſk: himſelf, (and aſk the Lord too in 


purity, wiſdom, goodneſs; mercy, and truth of his 


= 


„ 


and lovely; the odiouſneſs and deſert of tranſ< 
greſſion are concealed or palliated; ſalvation from 


puniſhment is detached from“ the ſanAification of 


the Spirit unto obedience: and no doubt uncon- 
verted men will often credit ſuch a goſpel, as is en- 
tirely congenial to their pride and carnal minds 
They will be delighted with the falſe notions thus 
given them of the charatter of God; LY 


continue te hate the infinitely juſt and holy 2 


whom the fcriptures reveal: as the eus imagined 
they loved the God of Abraham, whale favourites 
they deemed themſelves ; though the Truth himſelf 
teſtiſied, Ye have both ſeen and hated both me, 
and my Father.“ And having once thus awetully 
quieted and pleaſedthemſelves with an unholy faith, 
a preſumptuous confidence, ſelfiſſi affections, and a 
carnalized -goſpel; it is alas, not probable they 
ſhould ever be undeceived, till the light of eter- 
nity tremendou 
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The true goſpel of Chriſt. reveals a juſt God 


and a Saviour.” The eternal Son of the Father 
became incarnate, to honour the righteous demands 
of the holy law by a divinely perfect obedience, 
during the whole courſe of his ſuffering life ; and 
to honour its curſe by his unknown agonies in the 
garden and on the croſs; that ſinners, who moſt 


 gaftly dęſerved, and who muſt otherwiſe 1fievitably. - 
have endured, the everlaſting wrath of God, might 


through his merits, ranſom, and mediation, be freely 
pardoned, completely juſtiſied, and gradually re- 
covered to perfett holineſs, by the Spirit of God 


ven unto them. —ZBut an unhumbled, unholy 
— cannot truly believe this goſpel: and a faith 


which does not allow the excelleney of the law, the 
deſert of ſin, and the juſtice of God in the avwe- 


ful ſentence denounced againſt tranſgreſſors, can- 
not give him the glory .of his free mercy in ſal- 
N Much leſs then can ſuch a faith give God 

ne glory of all his other perfections, as harmonize 


Sect. IV.] Monk DREI SEUS. 99 


ly ſhew them their real charatter 
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with his mercy in that ſtupendous deſign, which 
2s the admiration of angels, and all — ſin- 
ners, and ſhall be to eternity; but which is and 
muſt be the averſion of all e proud enemies of 
God:and of his holy law, however they me he! - 
Conoco: affected. 

eo on 231 241 we 133-177 1 3 2 
It is not meant, that the ſinner, when he ern 
comes for mercy to the Saviour, diſtinctiy perceives 
8 but he muſt be ſo far enlightened, 
humbled, ſiened, and changed, as to yield = 
point in conteſt -: he muſt —.— come, as a juſtly 
condemned criminal, for a free and holy ele 
in the 'Lord's/ appointed way. So that an unt 
faith can only welcome an ankoly goſpel, and make 
an unh 4 of it: and it is obſervable, that ſuch 
reſpettable men, as are induced to contend for — 
kint of faith; when 2 to anſwer obj 
tions, or to ſhew its Gn 55 — 
- ceptibly, and double 3 , loſe fight of 
their former definition and deſcription of faith, and 
llide into another view of itt and then it decomes | 
very enſy to make the cauſe: appear ſpecious ; nor 
do moſſi render at preſent. ——— ' beſtow ſuf 
ficient my to detect the latent fallacy. 
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is 80 | Faith the princip ple of all ther hoty Di 4 I 
71 wig Fant Adios, and Behaviour ii ip 
; S 8 (1 1: IS OFL:: > 
Tun nn of true faith mey be inferred, 
with abſolute certainty, from the effects produced 
by it: for a corrupt tree cannot bring forth good 
fruit; and“ every tree is known by its fruit. 
Faith, when genuine, calls into exerciſe every holy 
aſſection, and works by them in all holy obediencg. 
By faith Noah, being warned of God of things 
6] = ſeen' as yet, moved with fear, prepared an 
+ ark” — Sinners, when warned to "he. from 
* wrath to come, if they believe the warning, 


41 | are 


- 
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are moved with fear to forſake their ſintul courſes 
and carnal confidences: and when they have been 
inſtructed in the goſpel, if they believe that gracious: 
meſſage, they are moved to flee for refuge to lay 
+ hold on the kope ſet before them. Even con- 
firmed diſciples are repeatedly warned, not to 
fear them that kill the body, and after that have 
no more that they can do; but to fear Him h 
* is able to deſtroy both body and foul in hell. 
„ Bleſſed is he that feareth always. Be hot 
* high minded, but fear.“ Let us therefore 
fear, leſt a promiſe being left us of entering into 
his reſt, any of you ſhould ſeem to come ſhort 
% of it.. Let us have to ſerve God, witk 
© reverence ,and godly fear; for our God ig 4 
* conſuming; fire. In proportion to the degree; in 
which we underſtand and believe theſe words of 
God, we ſhalk be moved with ear, to uſe proper 
means, and flee to a diſtance from the danger: for 
a N man foreſeeth the evil, and hideth him 
, ſelf; but the fimple paſs. on and are puniſhed.'? 
Even this fear implies reverence of the autho- 
rity and juſtice of God, hope in his marc y, and a 
loving deſire of his favour and the happineſs he 
beſtows; as well as dread of his aweful power and 
indignation. n ene 


71 JJ 
But the higheſt and 2 energy of Faith con- 
fiſts in calling forth. ho 
ciſe; and by its powerful influence conſtrainin 
the behever to all devoted and ſelf:denying' obedis 
ence, and patient ſuffering for the Lord's lake; Ins 
deed thts will be perceived by thoſe who well conſi- 
der the ſubject, to compriſe all the reſt : for love is 
the leading affection of the foul, and governs all the 
others. In Chriſt Jeſus, neither circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion; but aii 
* which worketh by lobe... Love is the fulfilling 
of the law,“ ag the principal fruit of the Spiritz 
435. 2 Gal v. 6. 13 uh; 


9 T 
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* 
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„ ® Matt,/x, 41. Luke adi, 
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lone into vigorous exer- 


- 
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Gopis Loves, and heaven is Love: and can a fauh 
not at all holy excite an us the moſt holy and /þiri- 
tual.ok all exerciſes of the rational ſoul? I ſay 
excite; not produce: for in ſtrict propriety, the 
production of any holy diſpoſition muſt 4s aſcribed 
entirely 'to, the Holy Spirit; and no ſort of faith 
could work by holy love, if the heart continued 
and in a ſtate of enmity againſt God. 
* , cf f F . 14 33 


| | 
ö "3 , f - | 
neger ier ener | 
The views, which ſaving faith gives the ſoul of 
thoſe objects that revelation brings to our know- 
ledge, are fuited to call forth the moſt lively exer- 
eiſes of love to Chriſt, and the moſt delightful ad- 
miration of his glorious excellences, and of bis 
compaſſion to loſt ſinners; and to excite a longinę 
deſire aſter the neareſt union and communion wit 
bim, a decided preference of his favour to alt 
earthly objects. a fear of coming ſhort of this high - 
eſt privilege and advantage, gratitude proportioned 
to out Rope, zeal: for his glory, attachment to 
His cauſe, and a peculiar regard to every perſon 
or . pr. 7 1 gf 
image. This love of Chriſt is }/ab/tantrally the 
Fame with the love of God: for we ſinners 3 
| dach, believe, truſt, love, and honour the Fa- 
ther, only in and by his beloved Son. The ſame 
exerciſes of faith call forth our love to our bre- 
thren, and to ali men according to the precepts and 
example of our beloved Redeemer: and thus faith 
”. working. by love matuteſts. itſelf; in all godlineſs, 
Fighteouſneſs, temperance, kindneſs,, and beneſfi- 
cence. Even repentance; in all its exerciſes to 
the end of life, is excited by a belief of the divine 
teſlimony in one way or other; while ſome degree 
of true repentance is neceſſary to explicit faith in 
Chriſt. In proportion to the increaſe and vigour 
of living faith, will be the growth and ard our of all 
holy afſections, and our perſevering fruitfulneſs in 
all, real gc works. The more clearly and con- 
Razitly faith contemplates a crucified Saviour, and 
ſ˖ccripturally relies on him wich nnn, 
. | « 
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of heart for all the bleſſings of ſalvation; the more 
humble; ſubmiſſive; ſpiritual, obedient, zealous} 
devoted, loving, compaſhonate; harmleſs, pure, 
ſelf-denying, and actively beneficent ſhall we be. 


True faith, ſpringing from regeneration, coexiſts 
in the heart Mus gracious diſpoſitions: 
and as it evidences to the foul one part of divine 
truth after another, as circumſtances require and 
occaſions are given, it excites them alt by turns 
into more vigorous: and ſenſible exerciſe. It is, 
however, an unediſying curious ſpeculation to diſpute 
which of them in order of time has the priority 
*« ſeeing the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus,” quicken- 
ing the ſinner who had been dead in fin, is at once 
the author and ſource of them all. The varied | 
er Bas, different perſons, wich the number - 

s undiſcoverable, and generally unnoticed,” cir- 
cumſtances, which cauſe ſome firſt to attend to 
one, and ſome to another, of the feelings of their 

own minds, will certainly lead them to different 
and even contrary determinations, according to 
the ſchemes of dottrine which they ſeverally adopt. 
32 Bat | 4 > 7 | +1 * , 0 (15420 123 

In the way above deſcribed, * God pririfieth'the - 
heart by faith... Having enabled the ſinner, 
by his new- creating grace, cordially to believe the 
goſpel; by the varied actings of that faith he excites 
every holy affettion; and as theſe prevail and ga- 
ther ftrength, all unholy deſires and propenſititz 
are dethroried, hated, oppoſed, ſubdued, mortified; 
and gradually aboliſhed. ' ** Seeing ye have puti- 
*+ fied your ſouls, in obeying the truth through th, 
* S$prret,” unto unfeigned love of the brethren; Tee 
*« that ye love one another with a pure heart fer- 
« vently: * The fruit of the Spirit is love.” 
No man; Who holds the doftrine of regeneration, 
will aſcribe the“ pürifying of the heart“ to faith, 
as to its effecrent . cauſe;' but it is the ſpiritual or. 
. gan of fight and perception, through which * 

en e de eee enen e 


3 At. xv. 9. 2 1 Pet, i. 
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ble things are ſo ſhewn to the ſoul by the Holy os 
rit, as to effeR, his continual agenc 
Lud ehe renovation. Faith (itſelf the gift of od 
and the operation of the Spirit, j applies for and re- 
ceives thoſe heavenly influences, by which the ſeeds 
of univerſal Dee fown in regeneration, ſprin 
forth and grow. to matur ity. 18 We all, — 
*. open face, beholding as in a glaſs the glory of 


H * the Lord, are changed into the ſame image from 


* glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
; in {546 25 90g we are purified from the remain. 
der of all pu, carnal, and ſelfiſh os wy 


propenlicies.” *. 


This is the — of God, 0 15 12 his 
Me + © commandments, and his commandments are not 


grievous. For whatſoever is born of God over- 


« cometh the world; and this is the victory that 
„ overcometh the world, even our faith. Who ts 


« he that overcometh the world, but het hat believ- 


eth that Jeſus is the Son of God?“ The apoſtle 


ſcribes theſe effects, of * loving God, keeping lis 


* commandments, and overcoming. the world,” to 


| the faith of thoſe who are born o God; and be evi- 


dently ſpeaks of this faith as een tially belong ging to 
that which is born of Cod. Such a: faith, . 
and working by holy love, gives the ſoul a decide 
victory over the love of worldly objects, the fear 
ol men, a falſe ſhame and regard to character, and 
every carnal and ſelfiſh principle: and it thus ren- 
ders obedience, not only . but delight- 
ful. In like manner St. Paul exclaims, God 
e forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs of 
our Lord Jeſus Chri + by whom the world i Is 
* crucified to me and 8 unto the world. re 


All the ſelf-denying, W 1 * 
zealous obedience o he Old Teſtament | ſaints 


ſprang from faith, as its immediate cauſe. By 
2 Fa Enoch walked with God.” By faith Abra- 


10 „ham . be * offered Ilase. 7 . Mo- 


. X th 
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1 ſeg refuſed to be called the ſon of Pharaoh's 


daughter; chooſing rather to ſuffer affliction 
* with the oe of God, than to enjoy the plea« 
in 


„ {ures of fin for a ſeaſon; eſteeming the reproach 
„of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures of 


6s pt: for he had reſpett unto the recompence 
9 off! eward. By faith he forſook Egypt, not fears. 


r 
ing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as 
„ ſeeing him who is inviſible.” Let any ſober 
and [pious mind determine whether the judgment, 
choice, and purpoſe of faith, in theſe caſes, were 
not ſpiritual and a many inſtances, the 
rticular exerciſe of faith, to which the obedience 
is aſcribed, was entirely diſtindt from reliance on 


Chriſt for ſalvation: but even here faith had the 


ſame general nature; it cordially credited the teſti- 
mony of God, and in his preſcribed way expected 
the performance of his promiſes, from his divine 
mercy, power, and faithfulneſs; and it had refe- 


rence to the predifted Meſſiah, in whom all the nas 8 


tions of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. The ſame 


faith, which intereſted theſe ancient ſervants. of 
God in Chriſt for juſtification, influenced them ta 


render the prompteſt obedience in the moſt difieult 
circumſtances: and it is obſervable, that the Tame 
actions, which the apoſtle aſcribes to faith as their 


principle, are elſewhere ſpoken of as the reſult and 


evidence of other holy diſpoſitions. , “ Any 
„% Abraham, when: he was tried, offered up 


thou haſt not wichheld thy Jon, thine only: fon, 


„ from; me. ů . , k 23180 


I ſend thee to them,” (the gentiles,) to open 
“ their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to 
light, and from! the power of ſatan unto God : 
that they may receive forgiveneſs 'of fins, and in- 
heritance among them chat are ſanctiſied by farth' 
© that is in me. This commiſſion the apoſtle ex. 
exuted; by ſhewing that men ſhould repent, and 

am 


ace”: A 
« By. this. 1 know: that thou fear, God, ſeeing 


0 9 0 1 : 8 * 
e eb. zi. Gen ii, 1 ad 
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© turn to God, and do works meet for repen- 
tance. As the//antrfying / ſin ners Pd ron 


_ aſcribed to the efficacy of fa:th in Chriſt, ſo our. 
Lord elſe where ſays,- Sanctify them- by : thy. 


* truth; 2 is truth. Holy truth alone 
can be the of holineſs in the ſoul: the good 
& ſeed-is the word- of the kingdom ;* but: tares 
produce tares. In like manner an one and good 


* keart®* is the only ground, in which that ſeed takes 


root, ſprings up, and brings forth fruit; and an 
holy faith alone can fo receive the holy truth, as 
to uſe it in progreſſi ve ſanctification. Chriſt had 
before ſaid to the eleven, Now ye are clean; 


* through the word which I have ſpoken unto 
2. you: ? * for ſandliſication is that gra ual renewal} 
of the ſoul unto holineſs, which is begun in rege- 


neration- 3 


Indeed every thing hbly in the hearts and lives 
of ' ſinners,” except regeneration, is aſcribed in the 


feripture to the energy of faith in its varied exer- 
_ Ciſes:-whereas many:/eem almoſt entirely- to-con- 


te by faith, fand by faith, walk by faith, ob 
faith, 5 ht the goo 72 of e the 
world” by! faith, and are kept by the power of 
God, through faith, unto ſalvation.” —The 
ield of faith is one principal part of our ſpiritual 
"armour; and as every other part of this panoply of 
God denotes things of an holy nature; why ſhould 


faith alone be deemed an exception? Or are e jui- 
tified by one kind of faith, and fight our enemies 


by another We read of the work of faith, the 
labour of love, and the patience of hope: but 
who can imagine, that the apoſtle meant an holy 
laue, an holy  hope,-and an wnholy faith? As 


ye have received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk 


yen him,” (that is, by the ſame kind of faith; ) 
11 n in N. FW s rooted 


en en i. Jen xv. 3. 
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fine the influence of faith to juſtification, —_— as 


they ſpeak of band ty fark, wal foul! Chriſtians 
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Set. V.] PRINCIPLE OF ALL HOLINESS. 10 
«rooted and built up in him, and eſtabliſhed in 
« the faith, as ye have been taught. 


It has been repeatedly obſerved, that true faith, 
by receiving the ſure teſtimony of God, appropri- 
atesthe information he beſtows, on thoſe moſt im- 
portant ſubjetts, concerning. which unbelief muſt 
remain in 2 or be left to uncertain rea- 
ſonings and conjeftures,—It1s therefore a real act 


of faith to believe on this ſure teſtimony, that © the 


© wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and all the peo- 


„ ple that forget God: that We cannot ſerve 
God and Mammon: and that No whoremon- 
ger, nor unclean perſon, nor covetous man, wha 


is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the king- 


dom of Chriſt and of God; let no man deceive © 


% you. with vain wards, for becauſe of theſe things 
© cometh the wrath of God upon the children of 


diſobedience. If then a perſon he aſtually prae- 


tiſing any of theſe; iniquities, and. yet think himſelf 
a Fuſtified perſon. becauſe of his creed and experi- 
ence; his confidence is the reſult of dire& bog 5 57; 
and r treats the teſtimony of God as en- 
falſe! B | |» het] 


11 is a diſtinf.aR of faich 10 believe that © Jeſus 
* js the Son of. God; that he died for our fins; - 
and roſe again for ourjuſtification ;” and that he 


-4 js able to ſave to the uttermoſt all chem that come 


* to God by him; ſeeing he ever hveth to make 
* interceſſion for them. But it would be very ab- 
ſurd to ſuppoſe, that theſe divine teſtimonies con- 
ed e before mentioned; or that any man 
truly believed the one, while he directly diſbelieved 
the other. When therefore a ſinner is brought 
truly to believe thoſe declarations of ſcripture, 


which ſhew his real ſtate and character; he is pre- 


ared to believe alſo thoſe truths, which relate to 

hriſt and his ſalvation, and will certainly apply to 
him for deliverance from fin as well as from con- 
; 746-4 DI IL 1 j 43s 3355 demnation. 
diag. - s Col. ii. 6, 7. 
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demnation. This is properly fort in Chrift, and it 
is immediately connected with juſtification: but it 
implies the belief of all other truths contained in 
the ſacred oracles, as far as they are underſtood and 
ſeen to be there revealed. Such of theſe as relate 
to the perfettions, authority, and glory of God, 
_ with our relations and accountableneſs to him; the 
immortality of the ſoul, the reſurrettion of the bo- 
dy, a future judgment, and eternal happineſs or 
miſery; when ſet before the ſoul by that faith, 
© which is the evidence of things not ſeen,” are 
ſuited to call forth aweful, reverential fear of God, 
and of his holy heart- ſearching preſence, dread of 
his wrath, deſire of his favour, regard to his will, 
Jorrow ſor ſin, humiliation, and abhorrence of evil. 
The realizing belief of thoſe truths, which more 
eſpecially relate to the goſpel, is equally calculated 
to excite a lively hope of mercy; a purifying, eſta- 
bliſhing, yea treumphant expettation of heavenly 
Telicny; ardent longings after ſpiritual bleſſings, 
counterbalanced with jealous fears of coming ſhort 
of them; -admiring, adoring, grateful love ; zeal 
for the honour of Cod, and the ſucceſs of true re- 
ligion; praportionable diiregard to temporal inte- 
reſts or loſles, pains or pleaſures, honour or diſ- 
honour ;\unfeigned and fervent love of our bre- 
thren; and neighbours, and even of our moſt embit- 
tered enemies; and {till deeper ſelf-abaſement and 


hatred of all in. 8 


- Theſe aſfections, when vigorous and permanent, 
being connected with a firm dependence on the 
omiſes of the new covenant, and maintained in 
Cos iſe by conſtant communion with the Father 
and with his N ef Chriſt, through the ſacred 
jinuſſuences of the Holy Spirit, are fully adequate to 
the ends for which they were intended.; and cannot 
but impel and conſtrain the lively believer to the 
moſt ſelf-denying and devoted obedience, and the 
moſt perſevering patience in Tuffering for the fake | 
of Chriſt-and the goſpel, Hence originated all 


thole 
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thoſe extraordinary actions of zealous obedience, of 


courageous firmneſs, and unwearied endurance, 


which the ſcriptures record, and which have ap- 
peared in the character and conduct of ſaints and 
martyrs in every age of the church. And upon 
careful examination it will be found, that this view 
of faith conſolidates, as it were, and harmonizes, the 
whole of what the ſcriptures teach us on this ſub- 
je&t; ſo that precepts, doctrines, promiſes, threat= 
enings, exhortations, invitations, cautions, and de- 
lineations of character, all here meet in full agrees, 
ment. | 


Man is juſtly condemned for breaking the holy 
and good ha of his Creator, and as an enemy to 
him in his heart, The way of reconciliation and. 
recovery is provided in Emmanuel's perion and re- 
demption, to the praiſe of the glory of God. All 
who truly believe are fully pardoned and juſtified, 


and ſhall be eternally ſaved: this faith is the effect 


of regeneration, and reſults from piritual liſe; it 
involves true repentance in its very effence; it 
works by love of God and. man; it purifies the. 
heart and overcomes the world ; it gradually forms 


the character, regulates the temper and paſhons, in- 


fluences the words and actions, aud thus, through the 
continued agency of the Holy Spitit, renz the. 
believer fruitful and zealous in all good works. 


In Chriſt Jeſus nothing“ availeth, but faith that 
* worketh by love;” —nothing © ayaileth butanew 
creature.“ Circumciſion is nothing, and un- 
** circumciſion is nothing; but the keeping of the 
* commandments of God.“ According to the view. 
above given theſe ſeveral r coincide. 
The *© new creature ” exerciſes faith that worketh, 
% by love;” and © thi; is the love of God that we. 
keep his commandzaents, and his commandments, 
are not grievous;”. ®* He,” ſays the divine Sa- 


viour, that hath my commandments and keepeth 


| | > them, 
. 4 1 Cor. vii, 1c 


St 

* 
. 
ee 


7 


ven thewhole ſhall be diſclo 


110 FAITH THE RADICAL [Part II. 
them; he it is that loveth me.” © Ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatſoever I command you. 
This commandment,” likewiſe, © have we from 
bim, that he who loveth God love his brother 
© alſo.” © This is my commandment, that ye love 
** one another as I have loved you.” 


If James ſays, © Faith without works is dead ;” 
Paul plainly intimates-that no faith availeth, ex- 
cept that whick worketh by love. And when the 
former enquires, © Wasnot Abraham our father juſ- 
* tiſied by works, when he had offered Iſaac his 
* ſon upon the altar?” he anſwers his own queſ- 
tion by adding, Seeſt thou how faith wrought by 
„his works, and by works was faith made perfect: 
and the ſcripture was fulfilled which ſaith, Abra- 
bam believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
* rzghteouſneſs, and be was called the friend of 
„„ „„ ; ; 


The queſtion to be reſolved, in the deciſion of 
every man's doom at the day of judgment, accord- 
ing to numerous ſcriptures, mult be this, Was he 
a a believer in Chriſt or not ?*—If any one profeſs 
faith in Chriſt; it will be enquired, * Whether his 
* faith were living or dead?” '* Whether or not it 
* wrought by love of Chriſt, and of his brethren for 
*Chrit's ſake ?” Accordingly as a man's actions, 
25 determine this point, 
Jo will his ſentence be: while the degree of the un- 
belieyer's guilt will fix the meaſure of his puniſh- 
ment; and the believer will be graciouſly. recom- 
penſed in roportion to his fruitfulneſs. This ſeems 
to me to elucidate and harmonize all the repreſen- 
tations given us of this infinitely momentous con- 
cern. Not every one,” ſays the holy Judge, 
s that faith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
* will of my Father which is in heaven, —Many will 
* ſay unto me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
** propheſied in thy name? and in thy angry” 
* Hy : . | wr 
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caſt out devils? and in thy name done many won» 
** derful works? And then will I profeſs unto 
** you, Inever knew you, Depart from me, ye that 


work iniquity. © Therefore whoſoever heareth 


** theſe ſayings of mine àfid doeth them, I will liken 
him unto a wiſe man, which built his houſe upon 
a rock. And the rain defcended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
** houfe, and it fell not; for it was founded npon a 


rock. — And every one that heareth theſe ſayings 


of mine, and doeth them not, ſhall be likened 
** unto a fooliſh man, which built his houfe upon 
** the ſand: and the rain deſcended, and the floods 
** came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
** houſe, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.“ 


The wiſe man is the true Chriſtian ; his faith is liv- 
ing and obedient ; thus he builds aright on the on- 
Iy fure Foundation, and raiſes a permanent ftruc- 


ture, which all the ſtorms of life and death ſhall 


aſſail in vain. But many fool:/k men, profeſſing to 
build on the tried Foundation ich God hath laid, 


are either miſled by erring guides, or miſtake the 


inſtructions and ſlight the warnings of wi/e maſter- 
builders : thus they deceive themſelves with no- 


tions, and with a dead faith ; their preſumptuous 


confidence and diſobedient profeſſion will make 


way for the awefal fall of their fair but baſeleſs 


edifice, in the great deciſive day; and unutterable 


aſtoniſhment, anguiſh, and deſpair will ſeize ui 
them, while the frowning Judge ſhall ſtop their 


mouths, leave them ſpeechleſs, and ſay, © 1 never 


* 


* knew you, Depart trom me, all ye workers of 


« iniquity.” 


Whether therefore we confider the Author and 


Origin of ſaving faith, its invariable attendants, its 
_ eſſential nature, or its diſtinguiſhing effefts, we find 


unanſwerable proof that it is a holy exerciſe of the 
rational ſoul ; that it has its eſpecial ſeat in the 
heart; that it receives the light of heavenly. truth 
in holy love; and that it employs that light to in- 


11 FAITH THE-ROOT OF HOLINESS. [Part IT, 
D and call forth into action all ſpiritual af. 
ſections, and to render the believer © holy in all 
manner of converſation.” But if each view of 
ſaving faith, conſidered ſeparately, demonſtrate its 
holy nature: how powerful and overbearing is the 


evidence, when we collect all theſe converging rays 


* 


olf an unhumble 


into one focus, and eſtimate the force of all theſe 
ſeveral arguments united together ! If this do not 
convince the reader; but he will yet contend that 


juſtifying faith is the mere aſſent of the underſtand. 
ing partially . and the reluttant conſent 

unholy heart, as terrified by the 
report of vengeance, to ſue for mercy of which it 
feels no real need; and yet that this ſelfiſh unholy 


faith ſanRifies the ſoul; and produces moſt excellent 
fruit in the hfe! he muſt retain his opinion, and be 
left as inacceſſible to argument. Some may indeed 
queſtion, whether he do not verge to the honeſt but 


abjurd exclamation of an ancient zealot, Credo, 
* quia impoſſible et: (I believe, becauſe it is impol- 
ible :] and, whatever favourable opinion we may 


form of ſuch a man's heart, we muſt allow that it is 
2mpoſſible for him to ** give a reaſon of the hope 


„that is in him.“ But if any one, allowing in ge- 


neral the truth of thoſe things that have been ſtated 
concerning ſaving ſaich, ſhould yet object to the 
word holy as applied to it; far be it from me to dif- 
pute about words, or to put the worſt conſtruftion 
on the expreſſions, which have been incautiou 
dropped during their warmth of debate. Provided 
the meaning be well underſtood, and the eſſential 


5 and unſpeakably important diſtinction between liv- 


ing and dead faith be unreſervedly allowed, and giv- 


en its due prominence in their diſcourſes; the reſt 


would be in great meaſure a verbal controverſy, 
from which "wy wiſe man would turn to more 
pleaſant and pro 


table employment. 
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SECTION vi. 
[Reaſons for inſiſting car 1 on the holy Natur | 
| t: E aH. | PAN 


IT may probably be enquired by the reader, why 
we beſtow ſo mach pains, in proving the holy na- 
ture of ſaving faith; ſeeing we allow that the ſinner 
makes no uſe of this holinefs, as an encouragement, 
and indeed ſeldom notices it, in his firſt appliea- 
tions to Chriſt for ſalvation? To this queſtion I 
would anſwer, ' eee 


I. It is in order to induce Chriſtians, and eſpe- 
cially miniſters, to uſe the ſcriptural method of pre- 
venting men from deceiving themſelves. It will 
be found at the great deciſive day, that nothing has 

more conduced to quiet profeſfed Chriſtians in im- 
penitence and unbelief, than a groundleſs perſua- 
ſion that they do indeed repent and believe. The 
laboured arguments, therefore, of the preceding 
pages are not ſo much intended for the ule of new- 
ly awakened perſons, as for more eſtabliſhed Chrif- 
tians; and eſpecially for thoſe who, by office or in 
charity, inſtru and converſe frequently with per- 
fons thus circamſtanced. —Diſcuſhons on ſuch to- 
picks-cannot be fully underſtood by any, except 
thoſe who by reaſon of uſe have their ſenſes ex- 
erciſed to diſcern good and evil:“ and they are 
therefore generally improper for the ne- born babe. 
But the inſtructions given to enquirers will accord 
to the ſentiments and judgment of real Chriſtians, 
and eſpecially thoſe of the paſtors of the Lord's 
flock: whatever therefore tends to a found under- 
ſtanding of ſcripture, among thoſe who already be- 
lieve the goſpel, will conduce to prevent ſelf- de- 
ception in the firſt entrance of others on a religious 
He" en and prevention is almoſt our only hope; 

r the moſt able and experienced miniſters. have 
agreed, that it is a very rare thing to witneſs the: 
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undeceiving of one, whom Satan has ſoothed into 
a falſe peace by an unſound profeſſion of the goſpel. 


It is often ſaid, that many will deceive them- 
* ſelves, however we ſtate and explain the doctrine 
* of faith: but ſurely we ſhould dread, as the moſt 
aweſul calamity, being in any degree acceſſory to 
the deſtruttive deluſion! And if we do not dread 
| It on therr account; we have proportionable need 
to be alarmed on our own, leſt © their blood ſhould 
_ * be requiredeat our hands.” Even when the good 
feed, unmingled with tares, is ſown ; the deceitful- 
neſs and wickedneſs of the heart, the wiles of the 
tempter, and the faſcinations of the world; will in- 
fluence many to © ſpeak peace to themſelves, when 
there is no peace: but while the ſervants ſlept 
the enemy ſowed the tares; and all their ſub- 
ſequent vigilance could not eradicate them; for 
theſe children of the wicked one” muſt be left 
among true believers till the harveſt. Some good 
men indeed, in their earneſtneſs to gather up the 
tares, have endangered the wheat, and offended 
** againſt the generation of God's children:” but 
may not vigilance and caution be uſed by way of 
prevention, without the leaſt danger of that kind ? 


If we do not, in the moſt careful and explicit 
manner, explain what we mean by /alvation, and 
"by faith; Satan will prevail with men to catch at 
e and comfort prematurely, and to uſe our 
words for this purpoſe: and thus we ſhall incur 
the charge of healing their hurt deceitfully,“ by 
** ſpeaking peace when there is no peace.” Men 
are exceedingly apt to conclude, that exemption 
from puniſhment and a title to future happineſs 
conſtitute the whole of /alvation, and that conh- 
dience in Chriſt to ſave them from wrath and bring 
them to heaven, though they do not fall in with 
the deſign of bis incarnation and mediation, is fazth 
is him. And if they once get ſo thoroughly pol- 
fſefſed of theſe notions, by our means, as to ques 

| ther 
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their conſciences by them; whenever we after- 
wards inſiſt on the fruits of faith, and its ſanctify- 
ing effects in holy tempers and good works; th 
will (not altogether without reaſon,) charge us wi 
inconſiſtency ; and numbers will encourage them 
in exclaiming againſt all ſuch exhortations, as legal, 
and as tending to bring them into bondage. 


It is true, that many, who ſpeak zncautzouſly-on 
this ſubjett, beſtow much pains to guard their docs 
trine from abufe, and clearly ſhew that true faith 
always produces holineſs: but whether, in theſe 
attempts, they do not deviate from their own pre- 
vious account of faith, and ſubſtitute another idea 
in its place, may be an enquiry of ſome importance. 
True believers are aan holy in proportion to 
the degree of their faith : and if their kope be ſcrip- 
tural, the more af/ured it is, the more © ſtedfaſt, un- 
** moveable, and ever abounding in the work of 
the Lord,” they will certainly be found. But the 
queſtion is, whether many do not * think themſelves 
* ſomething when they are nothing: and ſo de- 
** ceive themſelves?” Whether many, who diſclaim 
good works, do not ſatisfy their minds, with ſome 
viſionary impulſes, enthuſiaſtical raptures, and a 
change of creed; though ſtrangers to that holy call- 
ing of which the apoſtle ſpoke? * Whether there 
be not a dead faith as well as a living faith? Whe- 
ther the former be not often more confident than 
the latter? Whether there be not a groundlels 
preſumption, as well as © a hope that maketh not 

| „ aſhamed?” Whether an unholy faith and con- 
| fidence can be /and:fying? The perſons referred to 
| are completely exculpated from all zntentzon to 
| looſen the believer's obligation to obedience; but 
od men may endorſe and give currency to bad 
ills; and thus incautiouſly aid the diſhoneſt to de- 

fraud their unſuſpecting neighbours. Nor let it be. 
forgotten, that we are only concerned about the 

= tendency: 
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tendency of the doctrine, and not at all required to 
decide on che intention of the teatlier. 


Shred men of corrupt minds, ſach ** as pri- 
- + wily bring in damnable hereſies, teaching 
things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's 
fake,“ or from ambition, and love of popula- 
rity; will avail themſelves of every expreſſion in 
the works of reſpectable writers, which can be 
made to ſerve their pernicious purpoſes. They 
will detach them from their connection, explain 
them in their own „ and draw ſuch inferences 
from them; as'the perſons who penned them moſt 
heartily abhorred: and this eſpecially after they are 
dead, and cannot explain themſelves. Superficial 
readers or hearers, Who want a 1 and 
to quiet conſcience at any rate, will be embolden- 
ed, by a name of eſtabliſhed utat ion, to drink 
the fatal poiſon. The book whence the paſſage 
i quoted, and which, if fairly conſulted, would 
furniſh an antidote, is mean while neglefted ; and 
thus * ſatan, transformed into an angel of light,” 
deceives the ſoul of the unwary. 2 0 


Even while the apoſtles were yet alive, it was 
needful to guard profeſſed chriſtians againſt bein 

deceived by vain words: nay © men of perverſe 
minds diſtorted the very language of inſpiration 
to bring on others, and on themſelves, ſwift de- 
«firattion.* We ought therefore to be extremely 
circumſpect, not “ to give occaſion to thoſe that 
** ſeek occaſion: and we are expreſsly-command- 
ed to © gather up the ſtumbling-blocks out of 
the way,“ of thoſe who enquire after ſalvation. 
The enemy will, if poſſible, fow tares; he will 
do it while we fleep by his own ſervants: but 
his triumph is in this refpe&t complete, when 
he can prevail with the miniſters of Chriſt to mix 
tares with the wheat, which they ſow in their Maſ- 

ter's field. | | EE. 
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If it hath then been proved that ſaving faith is 
an holy exerciſe of the ſoul, it is — of the 
greateſt importance that this ſhould be clearly 


underſtood; and that the ſervants of the Lord 


ſhould be fully aware of the conſequences which 
reſult from a contrary repreſentation, and even 
from incautious and unguarded expreflions on the 
ſubjeft, Without embarraſſing enqurrers by diſ- 


tinctions which they cannot poſſibly under ſtand; 


if a holy V were conſtantly deſcribed in its na- 
ture an 


effects, and a holy ſalvation uniformly 
{et before our auditories; and if men were earneſt- 
ly cautioned to beware. of counterfeits; awakened 
perſons would be far leſs liable to be deceived by @ 
dead faith into vain confidence, than they are when 
ſuch precautions are neglected. Without directly 
adverting to their own caſe, they would thus be 
imperceptibly formed to an habitual conviction, 
that ſalvation from wrath is inſeparably connected 
with ſalvation from ſin; and that true faith receives 
Chriſt in his whole character, and in all his offices 
with cordial approbation and gratitude; being 
widely different from a mere aſſent of the under- 
ſtanding to the doctrines of the goſpel. 


II. We inſiſt on this ſubjeR thus earneſtly; for 
the ſake of ſuch as are without? If men take of- 
fence at the real goſpel of Chrilt, they alone are an- 


ſwerable for it: but if we ſtate things unſeriptu- 


rally, and ſo needleſsly ſtumble and prejudice them, 
we —— acceſſory to their deſtruction. Now, 
they that are without are liable to be ſtumbled in 
various ways by the ſubje& before us. The doc- 


2 


trine of ſalvation 72 grace, through faith alone, 


by the imputation of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and 


an intereſt in his atonement, and not in any fene 


by our own works, is ſufficiently offenſive to the 
pride and carnal enmity. of man's heart, and to all 
his vain reaſonings and imaginations. This cans 


not be avoided; and we ought not to keep back, 
or modify, any part of the truth, to render it more 


palatable 


* 
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© palatable. | But it muſt tend exceedingly to increaſe 
the prejudices of carnal men againſt the goſpel, 

. (eſpecially thoſe of the more moral, ſenſible, and 
reſpettable among them,) if we maintain fat ſay. 
ing faith 15 not holy in its nature: that it pre- 
* cedes repentance, and completely juſtifies the man, 
.* whoto that moment has been deſtitute of godly 
-  * orrow for fin, and every degree of a diſpoſition to 
* amend his life ; and that he is attuatly reconciled 
to God, as "pardoned, accepted, and received to 
* Full favour, before he begins to repent or to do 
* works meet for repentance !* Vet all this may be 
collected from the icattered paſſages, contained in 
the writings of thoſe who have eſpouſed this cauſe; 
\_ and; not merely inferred from their principles! 
Worldly men will not annex our appropriate ideas 
to the expreſſions we uſe: but they will generally 
put the leaſt favourable conſtruction on them of 
which they are capable, and then draw their own 


Concluſions. Indeed facts demonſtrate, that num- 


bers, viewing Chriſtianity only at a diſtance, are 
let againſt the goſpel by thoſe diſtorted repreſenta- 
tions of it, for Which pious men zealouſly contend! 
Many know enough of the ſcriptures to perceive, 
that the doctrines of Chriſtianity are there ſtated 
very differently from what they hear or read in the 
_ diſcourſes of ſeveral among thoſe, who almoſt ex- 
eluſively aſſume the title of evangelical; and being 


ſatisfied that fome of their ſentiments are unſcrip- 


tural, their diſlike to the whole plan of the goſpel 
ſhelters itſelf under that conviction: and ſuppoſing 
that they are only averſe to the r, of that ſyſ- 
tem, which in all reſpects they really diſlike, 2 
cleave to their own forms and notions with mo 
decided felf-congratulation. Others, on the con- 
trary, perceiving that the dottrines juſtly called 
evangelical,” are certainly contained in the ſcrip- 
" tures, and, hearing ſuch exceptionable inferences 
drawn from them; haſtily conclude,” according to 
the dictates'of a proud and carnal heart, that chriſ- 
- 4ianity is chargeable with the whole, and that ſuch 
"FT TIRE EST | a FATS FE a 


ſtrength of their arguments, or even their zealous 


we www wii© w” vp oe,» 0 
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a religion cannot be from God. Thus they- are- 
prepared to hearken to the inſinuations of infidels;- 
who are more indebted for their ſucceſs to the fol- 
lies and vices of profeſſed chriſtians, than to the 


efforts to promote the deſperate cauſe. * 


Some, who now preach the, goſpel, have decla- 
red, that after they had received ferious impreſſions, 
they were long preg udiced by ſuch things, and could 
not receive the doctrines of grace exactly as pro- 
poſed, by thoſe of reputation among the evangeli- 
cal people with whom they were acquainted. This 


has occaſioned many doubts and delays, and expoſed 


them to, divers temptations ; till a nearer view of 
the ſubject convinced them, that as the opinions to 
which they objected had no foundation in ſcrip- 
ture, ſo they were not in reality connected with. 


the dottrines in queſtion. 


It would probably be found, upon careful enqui- 
ry, that this conſideration has not its due weight 
among us. In converſation one with another, we 
ſpeak of the reception with which our ſentiments 
meet among our friends and favourers, and the 
good fappoſed to be done: but it is not enough 
conſidered. what impreſſion is made on occaſional 
hearers, or on readers who are ſtrangers to our 
ſyſtem, or prejudiced againſt it. Perhaps, in ſome 
inftances, thouſands are rendered more determined 
in their averſion to the goſpel, by the reverberates 
and enhanced report of ſome crude and unſcripturul 
tenet, or by ſome light. and ludicrous expreſſion, 
which injudicious friends moſt extravagantly ap- 
plauded, and fancied very uſeful! ' 


It has been above obſerved, that when reſpetta- 
ble perſons adopt unſcriptural ſentiments, or uſe” 
terms fairly capable of an ill conſtructioh, men of 
another 2 will go ſtill further: they will” 
leave the general doftrine unexplained and as 
DS f -, TUATAaE £4 
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uarded, or explain it in the worſt ſenſe: they will 
draw their own concluſions, and make their own 
ule of it; and thus propagate a ſpurious goſpel, by 
the authority of reputable names. While this goes 
forward, ſenſible and diſcerning men, who diflike 
the doctrines of grace, but take merely a diſtant 
and exterior view of the heterogenous multitude 
which, in one form or other, hold thoſe doctrines, 
have their prejudices exceedingly increaſed, and 
even juſtiſied to their on conſciences, by the wild 
and extravagant ſentiments thus diſſeminated in the 
church. And, as if this were only a ſmall matter, 
too many, alas, both of teachers and diſciples, 
fairly reduce their principles to practice! In do- 
meſtick life or in the intercourſe of ſociety, indivi- 
vuals of this fort diſguſt numbers by their religious 
cant, their extravagant notions, and their palpable - 
violation of all eſtabliſhed, rules of moral and rela- 
tive duty. Hence ſcandals and prejudices are mul- 
tiplied and rivetted; and the oppoſers of the goſpel, 
ſome erroneoully, others maliciouſly, charge all 
ſuch abſurdities and iniquities on the whole body 
0 * who zealouſly contend for evangelical 
truth! | tak” 235240 | 


The fatal conſequences of theſe things abſolutely 
baffle all the powers of calculation Woe be to 
% the world becaule of offences: for it muſt needs 


be chat offences come; but"woe unto that man by 


* whom the offence cometh !!”” This ſolemn 
warning of our Saviour and Judge ſhould render us 
very circumſpect, and careful to keep at a diſtance 
from every word and action, which may thus ſtum- 
ble and offend obſervers, and help to rivet the 
chains of darkneſs on an unbelieving world. On 
the other hand nothing can more powerfully tend 
to prevent or counteratt theſe evils, than clear and 
explicit inſtruttions concerning the nature of ſal- 
vation, of faith, and of holineſs; and making it 
evidently. appear, that We abhor both antino- 
mian principles and practices, wihloyre iproved. 
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ble, do not ariſe from i apprehenſion that Chriſt 
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the doctrines: an. and that our in- 
ſtructions are inco with all theſe: hateful 
abuſes, and can 8 no rules of fair i . 


By orc {cect to!bear' lock a\conſtruttion. -- 


1. The holy nature of er faith: i is beck | 
neſtly contended for, in order to encourage weak 
and trembling believers. I am well aware, that 
numbers will be ſtartled. at the very mention of 
this reaſon; as it is the ground on which they: pro- 
ceed in Rating the ſubject in a widely different 
manner: but it will; I am confident, be found uni- 


verſally true, that the ſcriptural method of prevent» - 


ing ſelf.deception, and of proteſting againſt every 
abuſe'of the Fee is alſo the moſt effe way of 
comforting t the roken in heart; except as previous 
miſtakes and prejudices render them regardleſs of 
what we advance. The greater part of the doubts 
and ſaurs, to which the 1 and uprighi are lia. 


is either unable or un wi to ſave the true be- 
liever, in any caſe whatever; burl from 1 % uſpuctonthat 
they are not true behevers. the ſerip- 
2 (whether they hear it 1 805 their paſtors or 
not,) that numbers decerve themfelves; that Satan 
transformed into an angel of light deceives multi- 
tudes; that many decervers are gone forth into the 
world'; and that if it were fible they would 


«- deceive the very ele.” - They ſee many turn 


aſide whom they have looked up to, as far more ad- 
vanced in religion than themſelves; they ate co 
{cious of very much amiſs in their hearts and in 


their beſt duties; they do not exactly know h, 
thoſe things are which “ aecompany: fal vation, or 
the nature of that Hholitefs without which no mag 


„ ſhall fee the Lord.“ From theſe combined 


cauſes, they are frequently led to expect things uns 


attainable, or to prize thoſe which are of no value 
when attained; while they overlook that ſtate of 
the ee and thoſe 8 Aach are infal- 


* 


* 
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Hible evidences of their reconciliation to God. Per. 
Yons 'of this character, what ever doctrine they may 
read or hear, or however confuſed their views may 
be, cannotreſtatisfied without ſome /pecialemndence, 
that their faith and hope eſſentially differ-from the 
dead faith and preſumption of. ſelf-deceivers ;' or 
without explicitly underſtanding in what that dif- 
ference conliſts.. Unleſs, therefore, they be clearly 
in ſtrukted in theſe points, they ſcarcely ever arrive 
at ſtable peace, and permanent ſatisfatizon as to the 
event of their profeſſion. Hence it often happens, 
That almoſt their whole lives are occupied in fruit- 
Jeſs endeavours to riſe ſuperior to their anxious 
fears, and in uſing one recipe after another to keep 
up a confidence of ſafety, without knowing on 
what to reſt it. Thus all their earneſineſs is diver- 
ted into a wrong channel; and, though poſſeſſed of 
real love to God and man, they have little heart 
to improve their talents in active ſervices, through 
ceaſeleſs perplex ity about their own concerns. 


There is indeed a deſcription of profeſſors of the 
Faber who, by the help of a hard heart and an un- 
feeling conſcience, eaſily buoy up themſelves into 
a confidence that all is well, and dream ſweetly on 
the very brink of deſtruction. But whatever we 
may ſay or do, ſuch as know the worth of their own. 
ſouls, and the import of the word ETERNITY, with 

the manifold danger of fatal deluſion in this infi- 
mitely momentous concern, will be cautiqus and 
Tuſpicious even to exceſs; and this will be the 
caſe in proportion as their vievs are confuſed, and 
- the opinions of thoſe they revere are wavering and 
undecided, as to the proper ground of hope: and a/- 
france. For, let it be obſerved, that we extreme- 
ly mftake or misaſlate the matter; if we. do; not 
clearly and explicitly diſtinguiſh between the war- 
rant of faith, and the ground of aſſured hope; be- 
” aween the encouragement given to the vileſt to come 
ung Chriſt for ſalvation, and the ſubſequent full and 
-” authoryed ſatigfaction, that they have come in 4 
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right manner. To the former nothing but the 
word of truth is needful; but the ſanctification, 
ſeal, and witneſs of the Holy Spirit with: their 
/prrits, and according to the word of Truth, are 
indiſpenſably requiſite to the latter. NIE 


Holineſs primarily ſignifies conformity to the ho- 
ly image and law of God: but the circumſtances 
of a fallen creature under a diſpenſation of mercy, 
and the peculiar nature of the goſpel, being duly 
adverted to; we ſhall evidently perceive, that the 
beginnings of Holine/s in a regenerate ſoul muſt af- 
ſume in ſome reſpecis > dint aſpett from the 
| holineſs of a creature that never ſinned. Young 
converts and diſcouraged believers ſhould; there- _ 
fore, be taught to look for the evidences of their 
acceptance, in thoſe holy diſpoſitions-whick pecu- 
liarly belong to their ſituation. A broken and 
contrite heart, humiliation and ſorrow for ſin, with 
hatred and dread of it in all its forms; willing re- 
nunciation of every kind of ſelf-confidence and 
ſelf - preference; cordial approbation of the hum. 
bling holy method of ſalvation propoſed in the goſpelz 
earneſt deſires after an intereſt in the atonement and 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, exciting to diligence in 
the means of grace, and producing ſuſceptibility 
of keen diſtreſs from fear of coming ſhort of this 
bleſſing; ſuitable diſpoſitions and affections to- 
wards the Saviour, his people, cauſe, ordinances, and 
precepts; tenderneſs of conſcience; manifeſted in 
willing obedience, or attempts to obey, and inge 
nuous grief, ſhame, and concern, on account of he 
ſcantineſs, defect, and defilements of his obedience: 
theſe, I ſay, are the peculiar exerciſes of holineſs, 
to which the attention of ſuch perſons ſhould be: 
directed in felf-examination.—Were. our hearers: 
conſtantly and clearly taught, that the human heart,. 
when left to itſelf, is altogether. proud, carnal,. e. 
mity to God and his law, and diſpoſed to hate, de 
piſe, or make a licentious uſe. of, his goipel; and 
that common ene pf the Spirit, leaying 22 
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ſoul unregenerate; can only produce a ſelfiſh unhol 
religion 5 one form or RA -- and were the — | 
nature of {alvation, and of genuine faith, fully ex- 
plained, and diſtinguiſhed — unſcriptural views © 
of them ; the 71/34 2h and humble would perceive 
fome degree of holine/ in their loweſt depreſhons 
and moſt diſcouraging experiences, when they re- 
viewed them in a | calmer ſeaſon by the light of 
divine truth. Thus their ſighs, groans, and tears 
for paſt ſins; their dread of relapſing into the evils 
in Which they once lived without remorfe; their 
painful and perſevering, though often unſucceſsful, 
oppoſition to violent temptations, and corrupt pro- 
penſities ſtrengthened by long bad habits; and their 
trembling dread left the Saviour ſhould reject them, 
or Satan deceive them, (about which they were once 
wholly unconcerned,) would be a conclufive proof 
that a bleſſed change had paſſed upon their ſouls. 
They would clearly perceive, that every acting of 
real faith in Chriſt, every ſincere deſire after the coni- 
plete ſalvation of the goſpel, is above nature, and 
contrary to nature in its preſent fallen condition. 
By iy edn would learn to diſtinguiſh the pre- 
cious from the vile in their own experiences and af. 

- Feftions; and to judge of gold and alloy by the een. 
tial qualities of each, and not by the ſize — —— of 
the maſs. They would find a meaſure of that * holi. 
* neſs without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord,” in 
their -conſciouſneſs of heartily © ſubmitting to his 

-**x;3ghteouſneſs,”” and ſupremely valuing his ſalva- 

tion; as well as in chearful unreſerved obedience to 
his commands, from love to his name and gratitude 
for his mercies. Purity of heart would be diſcerned 
in their abhorrence of fin, and the anguiſh of ſtill 
feeling its deteſted influence, interrupting and de- 

| filing every devotional ſervice or att of obedience; 

notwithſtanding all their watchfulneſs, perſevering 

prayers for complete deliverance, and conſtant op- 
ion to its firft riſings in the foul. For what can 

0 fully prove our hearts pure, while any ſin re- 

mains in them, as habitual abhorrence of N ſin, 
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ſorrow. and- bitterneſs on account. of it; and earneſt 
longings after its extirpation? Once theſe: lame 
evils. reigned in undiſturbed dominion: - but as 
there was nothing contrary to them in the temper” 
of the heart, they were fcarcely noticed, and gave 
very little uneaſineſs.— Then we were wohlly im- 
pure in heart, though prone to boaſt of the goodneſs» 1 
of our: hearts: but now that we feel, deteſt, lament, 
and groan being burdened. on account of theſe in- 
ward evils; we are become in a meaſure. pure is 
cart, and ſhall in due ſeaſon be made perſectiy 
holy. 2 tt. lion ff eee ene 
The love of the ſoul to God, likewiſe, may be as 
certainly recognized, inthe ſinner's mourning after 
him, grief for having; offended or di ſhonoured him. 
longing for the tokens of his reconeiled love, and 
patient perſevering diligence in ſeeking it in his 
appointed way; as in the higher exerciſes of delight- 
ing in God, rejoicing in hope, and with enlivened”* 
gratitude celebrating nis praiſes and glorifying his 
name. 4 4.3 EIN? G BF #\FV- Sf ©” ne * ; 
int : 15 "$21 3 ;. Cz £145, IF IX 2: e FM * . 
If then weak and trembling believers were di- 
retted to look to ſuch things, as infallible evidences: 
of ſaving grace; it would do. unſpeakably more to- 
wards comforting and eſtabliſhing them, than any, 
perſuaſions to think themſelves ſate, while they can 
diſcern no evidences. of their ſafety, Indeed, to 
ſpeak the whole truth plainly, the ſtreſs that is of 
ten laid upon aſſurance of perſonal ſafety, as al 
moſt, if not quite, eſſential to faith in Chriſt; and ih 
outcry made againſt evidences, in our own (experience: : 
and con [rovinel; of ſanctification, as legal and tends 7 
ing to ſelf-righteouſneſs, and to keep the ſoul in 
bondage; is exactly calculated to bolſter up the con- 
fidence of ſelf-deceived hypocrites, and to caſt do- g 
into deeper dejection, thoſe Who are already di 
couraged through weaknels of faith, temptationg® 
and manifold eee For after all, no deſerip- 
tion of men whatever ſatisfy themfelves without? 
M ene 
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| evidences of ſome kind or other: and when ſuck as 


the-ſcriptures continually inſiſt upon are- diſcarded, 
others are imperoeptibly ſubſtituted in their ſtead. 
Thus a door is opened to a variety of enthuſiaſtical 

impreſſions, dreams, viſions, and other ſpecies of 
new revelation, to inform individuals that they are 
the children of God; while they either are ſtrangers 
to, or overlook, the ſanftification of the Spirit, by 


which God himſelf ſeals and diſtinguiſhes thoſe 


who are reconeiled to him by faith in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Nay, even 24 urance itſelf is frequently made an evi- 


dence of ſaving faith; though nothing can — be 
be- 


more unattainable by the trembling diſcourage 


hever: but at laſt, whatever other evidences a man 
may poſſefs; if he do not love Chriſt and keep his 
commandments, he has no right to deem himſelf his 


diſciple: - Hereby we know that we know him, 
if we keep his commandments. He that ſaith, 
I kno him, and k 
is à har, and the truth is not in him.!“ Let 


eepeth not his commandments, 


thoſe thereſore, ho deny /andification- to be the | 


Proper, and the only deciſive evidence of juſtification, 
fairly” anſwer this apoſtolical declaration, before 
they attempt to reply to 

the ſub jet. 


any of our arguments on 
2 (1343! 09: 3-4 * #58 +4 
The diſcouragement, to which the upright are 
expoſed from *poring on evidences,” arifes from their 


overlooking thoſe beginnings of /anctiſication, 
which unitormly and inſeparably accompany ſal- 
vation; and judging of their-ſtate by fuch attain- 
ments as are peculiar to a few of the whole multi- 


tude of believers, and to them only in the more 
advanced ſtages of their profeſhon. The former 


"they have and could diſcern, were they but in- 
fructed to regard them as deciſive: the latter they - 
either have not, or they are incapable of aſcertain- 

weir eienctte . 
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Set. VI.] THE HOLY NATURE OF FAITH. hp" 
peace and hope of believers, to 4908 uy? accu- 
rately between the incipient holineſs of a ſaint on 
earth, amidſt all his conflicts and temptations; and 
the perfect holineſs of an angel or a ſaint in glory. 
When this diſtinttion is well learned, the deepeſt 
humiliation for deteſted and lamented deſilements 
will not weaken a believer in difcouragement; or 
lead him to conclude himſelf a hypocrite. He will 
in this manner be enabled to take the comfort of 
what the Lord hath done in him by his Spirit; as 
well as of what he hath done for him in the re- 
demption of his Son: even while increaſing know- 
ledge and ſenſibility of conſcience render him far 
more aware of his ſinfulneſs, and far more grieved 
for it than he formerly was. Self-difſatisfation mult 
be effential to the holineſs of an imperfect crea- 
ture: nay the more he is enlightened and renewed, 
the more he delights in God and communes with 
him, and the more he loves and longs after holineſs; 
the lower will he fink in humility of heart, and at 

: laſt deem his humiliation, all things confidered; 

; lamentably defeftive.—This was the caſe with 

N Paul. While he was unqueſtionably one of the 
moſt eminent believers on earth, he deemed him- 
ſelf “ leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints: yet he never | 
intimated a doubt, but that he was a faint: and had 


he been interrogated on the ſubjett, he would pro- 
f bably have conſidered his preſent lowly view of 
- himſelf, contraſted with his former ſelf-exaltation 


and ſelf-complacency, when a perſecuting Phariſee 
as a moſt deciſive evidence that he was in Chrilt 
* anew creature: old things were paſſed away, and 

-+ behold! all things were Dean bew. 


If ſelf-abaſement, hungering and thirſting aſter 
righteouſneſs, conſtant application to Chriſt, in hs 
lieving reliance and earneſt deſire, for all the ble 
ings of his new covenant, from unfeigned conlets 
ouſneſs of our entire indigence and unworthinels 
be not conſidered as real holineſs ;- it muſt follow? 
that the more humble we become, the leſs we ol | 
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123; REASONS FOR INSISTING. ON; [ Part II. 
be able to rejoice in God: except we cloſe our 
eyes to all thoſe paſſages in the ſcripture, which 
declare a ne creation to good works, a ſpiritual 
mind, and the fruits of the Spirit, to be eſſential to 
8 late of acceptance with God. For in that caſe, 
increaling humility would render us leſs capable of 
diſcerning, and leſs diſpoſed to conſider, theſe diſ- 
tinguiſhing-effetts of ſpecial grace: and how could 
we give God the glory of having made us to differ, 
if we could not, without pride, perceive that we 
were actually made to differ? But if we admit that. 
the things, above conſidered, conſtitute an impor- 
tant part of holineſs, and are inſeparably connected 

With all the reſt; then indeed the life of faith will 
carfy its on evidence along with it; except in 

ſeaſous of peculiar darkneſs and temptation, when 
we cannot jaſcertain che real nature of our own de- 
Greg, and experiences. And at theſe times, we 

ſhould come as ſinners on the warrant of the general 
envitations, which after a while will again clear up 
our ſpecial intereſt in the hromiſes made to believers. 


- i " 
% * wi 


Af theſe things be not attended to, uneſtabliſhed 
chriſtians; when exhorted to examine themſelves 
whether they be in the faith;” are exceedingly 
perplexed, and ſcarcely know how to ſet about it: 
and this perplexity is frequently increaſed by an in- 
deter minate way of {peaking concerning the ſins 
of believers, which prevails both in books and ſer- 
mens. The language. of the ſacred oracles, con- 
ning ſ the daring'irebellions of the Iſraelites, who, 
e nominedchiiſtians, were too generally, mere 
tormaliſts, is often accommodated, without much. 
precifion, to the lamented fins of true believers; 
even unfeigned humility leads ſome! excellent. 
ons to mention their own experience in terms, 
which may be underſtood to mean habitual and al- 
ad tranſgreſhon.— Thus, while © workers of in- 
are emboldened in the confident hope of ſal- 
vation, notwithſtanding their wilful and unrepented 
imes; diſcouraged. and tempted believers ace led 
| l 8 3 ; 10 
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Se&. VI.] THE HOLY NATURE Or FAITH, 1896 
to think themſelves like Ahab, or Judas, or other 
reprobates mentioned in the fcripture; becauſe, in 
ſome one particular, they ſeem to diſcern a faint 
ſimilitude between ſome parts of their conduſt and 
that of theſe hypocrites and apoſtates in ancient” 
No doubt the holineſs of a real believer includes 
a diſpoſition to love and delight in the whole las 
of God, to hate and forſake all fin, to practiſe all 
good works, and to aſpire in all reſpets unto more 
perfect conformity to the divine image: and no ups" 
poſed humiliation, experience, or reliance on the 
Saviour, can prove any one a true Chriſtian, who 
allows bimſelf 
known duty. Let the exerciſes of heart, above 
inſiſted on, are undoubtedly oline in its root and 
ſeminal principle: and if weak and wavering be- 
lievers were inſtructed” to find the evidences of 
their ſafety, and the pledges of their ſelicity, in 
thoſe things, about which they are moſt conver- 
ſant, and from which their diftrefles commonly 
ariſe; they would more ſpeedily be brought to 
eſtabliſhment.—When this was done, they would 
have more leifure, compoſure, and encouragement, ' 


ther crucify the fleſh with its affections and luſts, 
to cultivate all thoſe holy tempers in which they 
had been moſt defective, and to improve their ta- 


lents to the glory of God and che benefit of man” 


kin?! e 3 

Even in“ giving all diligence to add to our faith 
virtue, and to virtue knowledge, and to 'knows* 
** ledge temperance, and to temperance patience, and! 
to patience godlineſs, and to godlineſs brother 
** kindneſs, and to brotherly kindneſs charity; 
in order to make our 7 and election ſurez® 

it is of great importance to know the nature ane? 
value of thoſe things which we have already 


ceived: and in alf the ſubſequent R of 


the moſt affured believer, his habitual judgment? 


in known fin, or habitually neglełts 


aflections, and ſtate of mind, relative to Mie 


to ſtudy and practiſe all other duties, to {hill fur- 


: 
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his ſalvation,” muſt concur with every other evi- 

dence, to preſerve his confidence unwavering, that 

he has paſſed from death unto life.“ It. is, there- 
fore, in all reſpects of the greateſt moment, to the 
real chriſtian's comfort; eſtabliſhment, and fruit- 
fulneſs, to poſſeſs a clear perception, that every. 
 afting of true faith implies a degree of genuine 

holineſs, and evidences the ſanttification of the 

Spirit unto obedience. or 


- Theſe are the principal reaſons, on account of 
Which the holy nature of ſaving faith has been ſo 
ſtrenuouſly contended for: and they are abundant- 
Iy ſufficient, provided the truth of the doctrine has 
been ſeripturally eſtabliſhed, —I ſhall therefore now. 
releale my reader, by earneſtly requeſting him to 
beitow ſome time and pains, in acquiring a clear 
and ready underſtanding of the following diſtinc- 
tions, which ſeem to me of vaſt importance in theſe 
diſcuſſions.—viz. The diſtinction between a war- 
rant to believe, and a diſpoſition to believe: between 
a man's being ſpiritual 7 alive and in part ſanctiſied, 
and kts knowing hinſelf to be /o +\ between the holy 
nature of faith, and the ſinner's perception of that 
holineſs, and taking encouragement from it in coming 
to Chriſt; between the promiſes abſolutely made to 
true believers, and the invitations given to fin- 
ners, with thoſe promiſes which imply exhortations 
and ſuppoſe a compliance with them: between a 
war rant to believe in Chriſt, and a confidence that 
we are believers : between the belieuer's conſciouſneſs 
of Enn uſed as an evidence that his faith 
ig living and juſtifying ;, and a /elf-r1g hteous depend- 
ence on /omething in ourſelves as in à degree the me- 
Morious ground of our acceptance: an finally be- 
| _ and hope ; the full off urance. of fauthand- 
ke full aſſurance of hope. I iruſt.the ſerious en- 
quires will not deem theſe to be diſlinctions with 
a difference, or made in matter s,of {ſmall mo- 
ment: and it appears to me, after many Years aſſidu- 
30 ee inveſligation of this ſubject, . 
| dani kd di ( · 1116 $5 8 an. 
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Sed. VI.] TUE HOLY NATURE OF FAITH. 491 
than any other in theology; that a want of due at- 
tention; to theſe diſtinftions is a principal cauſe of 
that amazing diverfity of opinion, and that unac- 
countable inconſiſtence and perplexity, which are 
obſervable in the converſation, 8 and writ- 

ings of many evangelical perſons on this ap 7 
| r plain, and evidently moſt i en unn | 


The laſt diſtinction mentioned may erhaps re- 
quire a little farther elucidation Men clearly 
underſtanding the ſyſtem of the goſpel, ihe 
harmony and juſt proportion of its parts, and its 
tendency. and deſign, may be ſaid to poſſeſs the 
full aſſurance of underſtanding.* ” When they 
cordially believe and embrace the goſpel, they 
have faith; when this faith excludes all doubts 
concerning its truth, and the eternal ſalvation of 
all real believers, they have the full aſſurance of , 
faith. | But they only poſſeſs hope in proportion as 
they are ſatisfied that they themſelves are true be- 
levers; nor have they the full aſſurance of hope, ſo 
long as they have any doubt concerning their own 
ſalvation.— Aſſured faith is every man's duty, to 
whom the goſpel is 1 with ſuitable evi- 
dence; and accordingly every one is exhorted thus 
to believe :* but aſſured hope muſt be abtained and 
preſerved by holy diligenee, and cannot be the 
proximate Aut of the impenitent, or even of the 
negligent. hen the 2 ſtood in doubt” of 
the Galatians, was it not their duty to ſtand id 
doubt of theinſelves? But was it likewiſe. heir 
duty to queſtion the truth of the goſpel; or the® 


power and willingneſs, of e to Fan Les that 4 
come to him? 7 


| Hinds Cound 2 70 eſtabliſhment - in my o 
ſou], even while paſſing through ſharp config 

and dark temptations, by attending to theſe dil 
tinctions; and having pad the ſatisfaction of le 


ing a conſiderable number of F enquirens : 
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1 2 REASONS FOR TNSISTING ETC. [Part I. 
to eflabliſhment, and ſettled peace in che ſame way; 
Fcannot but earneſtly recommend them to the can- 
did attention of thoſe who ſhall read this publica- 
tion,—Fallowthat ſome cloſe thinking is requiſite 
to obtain a clear and diſtinct view of ſuch ſubjects; 
| and that they are not much fuited to the taſte of a 
; "diſſipated and ſuperficrat age, in which the church 
is not a little infected with the diſeaſe moſt epide- 
mical in the world: and I allow: alſo, that there 
are perſons who are ſcarcely capable of ſuch in- 
veſtigations. But for theſe very reaſons it becomes 
the more incumbent on intelligent and better edu- 
cated chriſtians, and eſpecially on the paſtors of 
the flock, to aim at proficiency-in theſe ſtudies. 
"Clear ideaF ſnggeſt perſpicuous language: and the 


compatt ſtyle of an argumentative diſcourſe, when 


_ dilated in familiar converſation and conſtant in- 
ſtruction, may be rendered intelligible to plain 
people; at leaſt the moſt uſeful part will thus make 
its way into the minds of thoſe, who cannot under- 
fand the diſcourſe itſelf.— Finally truth is worth 
all the labour of digging” out of the mine, though 
that be deep: they Who have leiſure and ability 
mould beſto pains to enrich their brethren as well 
as themſelves; and I cannot better cloſe the ſub- 
Jett than with the following important paſſage ot 
2 5 ſeripture, My ſon, if thou wilt receive my 
_ «words, and hide my commandments with thee ; 
„ ſo that thou incline thine ear unto wiſdom, and 
apply chy heart to underſtanding; yea if thou 
„ ** craft 1 e and liſteſt up thy voice for 


EE underſtanding if chou ſeekeſt her as filver, and 
- *ſcarcheſt' for her as for hid treaſures: then 
halt thou underſtand the fear of the Lord, and 
id the knowledge of God. For the Lord giveth” 
idom; ot of his mouth cometh Knowledge 
ad underftariding;*” 21 FA 67 3h; eee 
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